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UPCOMING EVENTS

PASTOR’S PEN
To My Awesome Church Family,
Can you believe that 2017 is half over already? I am so excited
that it was announced at church on the last Sunday of June by
our Administrative Board Chair, Ben Pauley that I have been
appointed to serve as your pastor for the 2017-18 conference
year!!! I’m still doing my happy dance believe it or not. I was
just as anxious as many of you are to find out what the prayer
filled considerations of the Bishop and his cabinet pastoral
appointment will be for the 2017-2018 annual conference year. I
am looking forward to our new journey together as we begin to
intentionally work on the Great Commission.
Speaking of conference… Annual Conference was awesome!!!
Thank you so much for sending me to Annual Conference in Indy.
Our theme this year is Together We. Are. More. Over the
coming year your pastor will hopefully equip Salem to unite
together to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world. We will just have to see how that all pans out.
Thank you so much for making me feel so welcomed here at
Salem. My family and friends think you all are the “cat’s meow”.
I guess I have probably bragged a little bit here and there about
y’all. Thank you for all that everyone did to help me get my
phone, driver’s license and credit card to me in our hotel right
outside of Baltimore. I also thank God for speaking to the
persons he spoke to that gifted us the Sunday we left not
knowing why God was speaking to them. I also thank the people
who listened to God. I don’t know how we would have made it
without God being on our side. All praise goes to our awesome
God!!! The Kirkland family loves you all so very much! I pray
you continue to take the time to learn about each other, the
community and work alongside each other for the upbuilding of
God’s Kingdom here on earth. I have been so happy to be here
with you in relationship, ministry, service and worship.
In the love of Christ,

Pastor Gina Kirkland
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1st

Lexi Hipsky
th
5 Bill Butler
6th Jen Kidder
10th Ann Hamilton
16th Connie Chamberlin
19th Virginia Crose
23rd Chaleen Crose Faulkner
30th Will Alexander

JULY BIRTHDAYS
Steve Sharp
th
5 Rev. Chester Mayflower
8th Wolf Faulkner
11th Millie Lewis
18th Mason Cruz
20th Robert Overman
25th Tim Yovanovich
1st

2nd Jason Isaacs
5th Harry ‘Bing’ Stum
9th Reece Butler
14th Tina Lizama
18th Avery Faye Davis
21st Teri Cruz
29th Harry Bivens
30th Jan Beanblossom

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
2nd Eric & Janet Holcomb
7th Mark & Angie Hough
7th Rev. Phil & Millie Lewis
7th Steve & Kathy Sharp
27th Freddy & Teri Cruz

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
The following are in need of prayers:
Addie (7)
Aunt Nancy
Nick Behymer
Benjamin (7)
Dan Boutwell
Butler's Cousin Carol
Infant Rayne Colvert

Coach Jan Conner
Bob & Marge Curry
Jerry Joe Davidson
Alta Davis
Bonnie Davis
Delaine Davis
Linda Lou Dawson
Uncle Dean
Stacy Dieckman
Bonnie Earnhart
Rosemary Endres
Susan Funke
Dale Funkhouser
Lana Funkhouser
Michael Gibson
Taylor Green
Sharlene Grizzle
Ruth’s Grandpa Larry

Halley (8)
Chuck Hamerin
The Hampton Family
Mark Hanock
Joe Hayden
Charles Hoagland
Louise Hoagland
The Hudson Family
Infant Tucker
Baby Jackson
Cindy Jansen
David Jones
Deanna & Roy King
Steve King
Gina & Reggie Kirkland
Lucas
Maxine Lamar
Pam Lime
Britney Maker
Jane Martin
Ashley Medaris
Bob Miller
Rev. Jim Miller
Beverly Moore
Betty Haley

Steve Moore
Arlene Nichols
David Nichols
Mildred (Mid) Noble
Randy Ollis
Mary Jean Ottinger
Bob Overman
Norma & Wayne Patton
Rodney Peterson
Alex Porter
Aaron Ricketts
Charles Schooler
Connie Short
Jensen Siebert
Kelli Starkey
Carl Stewart
The Stum Family
Scott Swain
Liz Meeks Taylor
Jane Taylor
Martha Vail
Chuck Vogt
Colbie Webb
Nick Whitaker
Beth Winegarner

Pray for our troops, near
and far; persecuted
Christians around the
world; people in hospitals
and nursing homes; and
those who suffer from
conflicts around the world
including terrorism. Pray
for those with unspoken
requests. Pray for our
nation’s protectors and for
victims of crimes.

{Please send updates (additions/deletions)
to sisrandel@gmail.com or call 317-873-4100.}

Prayers for the Buford Byers and Butler families with Buford’s passing in mid-May 2017.
Prayers for the Ricketts and Heck families with the passing of Andy’s relative Jason Heck of Kokomo, IN.
Prayers for parents Bing & Ann Stum & sister Brenda on the passing of their daughter/sister, Linda Stum.
Prayers for the family of Tanya Irwin on her passing.
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Jesus boldly said to his followers, “You shall know the
truth, and the truth shall set you free.” ~~John 8:32

ASK THE PASTOR
Pastor Gina,
Several weeks ago in your sermon “Three In One” you mentioned that Salem
hasn’t had a single Profession of Faith in years. With all due respect, I don’t
think your information is correct. So that we are all on the right page, what
are professions of faith, and you might want to ask around because Pastor Jim
Miller did some baptisms and some adults became members of Salem. I’m
looking forward to learning what you find out.
In curiosity,
Just Wondering
Dear Just Wondering,
Each week that I have been with you here at Salem, I have to report several bits of statistics to
the United Methodist Church called VitalSigns.
The VitalSigns Dashboard is a tool developed by Brick River through GCFA. This tool allows for
tracking of your weekly worship attendance, professions of faith, small group participation,
missional participation and financial giving for our congregation. It is a tool designed to help
congregations follow our progress on the goals that we are to set for each year, based upon the
goal-setting challenge initiated by the VitalCongregations work. It is in response to the Call To
Action to focus on fostering and sustaining an increase in the number of vital congregations
effective in the mission of The United Methodist Church.
The only things that I know for sure and report are the weekly attendance and professions of
faith. This means that weekly I enter the number of persons who joined the church this week who
have not previously been a member of a church. (The first public expression of commitment to
Christian faith by an individual in which she or he acknowledges commitment to Jesus Christ and
pledges to learn to live as one of His disciples.) This number includes youth who join the church
through the confirmation process. It also includes adults who have never been a member of a
congregation who come to faith and choose to live out that faith as part of our congregation. I am
not to include persons received into the congregation by transfer from another UMC. I have to enter
a ZERO when there are no Professions of Faith for that particular week.
http://www.umc.org/how-we-serve/vital-congregations-vital-signs

(Editor’s Note: Pastor Gina is checking into possible discrepancies in records for past several months at Salem.)
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INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES continued

With summer upon us,
many of our Salem youth are having busy days
filled with a variety of activities some of which are:

Scribbles

Adam and Sydney enjoy 4-H and watching their
chickens. Sydney plays tennis and the piano.
“Cornbread” Adam plays baseball and Aiden is on his
team (they had a Perfect Season and are tourney
champions! Congratulations Coach Scott Kruger and
team!) Brandon is a Boy Scout learning a variety of
skills, including shooting. Both Adam and Brandon
play spring and fall soccer. All three are in 4-H with
food projects. Rebecca is participating in a theater
summer camp which will put on a production of “The
Little Mermaid.” Will plays baseball on two teams…
Zionsville Little League’s Youth Recreation Team
(The Rangers), as well as Eagles Showcase League
(travel ball) as a pitcher, catcher, and first baseman
most often. Will is on his age group All-Star Team.
Mason is enjoying wrestling and strength training as
a member of Zionsville Wrestling Club. Grace just
finished playing with her travel soccer team which
recently won their tournament in Columbus, Ohio
plus she participated in the Sherry (Patterson) & Jill
Dance Recital. And lastly, we know Dylan had a great
baseball season!
Last names for our youth are not used to protect their
privacy. (The above was reported to Scribbles via a request
to all Salem parents. You may still send in information on
your youth’s summer activities to the Co-Editors.)
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“50 for 50” BLOOD DRIVE
The final totals for the 2016 Blood Drive
was 63 pints collected! That means
up to 189 people were helped! I’ll
provide the 2017 report which can be read in the
August Salem Scribbles.
CONFERENCE NEWS
The UMC Annual Conference was held June 8-10 at the
Indiana Convention Center.
The UMC faces a world of diversity. It is no secret that
there is much division about the inclusion of the LGBTQ
people in the church. (There, I got that out.) It is no
secret that more than 50% of our population is basically
“unchurched.” It should be known that secularization is
on the rise. Definition: the historical process in which
religion loses social and cultural significance means
people are less open to the idea of church. What is
“church?” Hmmm…makes one a bit uncomfortable
looking forward doesn’t it.
But looking and doing in a thoughtful and prayerful
direction we must. “Together, WE. ARE. MORE.” was
a fitting theme of unity for this year’s conference. The
conference is a time for worship, renewal, accountability
and looking ahead to plan for future generations…
together. We have our continual mission of “Making
Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the
World” in every community we live.
My observation is we cannot tackle the global issues
without continuing to act in accordance with our
religion and beliefs, one hour and one day at a time, at
home, in our local community and in our church. We
can help steer this ship from the bottom up. Continue to
welcome a stranger. Continue to feed and clothe the
poor. Continue to search for the overlooked in our
society and figure out ways to help. If you bring the love
of Christ to them, you are bringing Christ along as well.
Commit to take action and let God lead the way.
These are some of the most challenging times I have
witnessed in my adult life. History tells more. We
overcame then. We will overcome again.
Good blessings,

Tim Ottinger
Salem UMC Lay Member to Conference

Thank you to all who participated in 2017!
Have a great day!
Susan Ottinger

HIGHER EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
Salem Members – Requesting Application Form Today
Form should be received by August 1, 2017 or sooner
It is the intent of Salem United Methodist Church to support
the important Christian nurturing of its young people through
scholarship awards for its members/youth. In order to be
eligible to be considered for a Higher Educational Scholarship
Award, specific requirements must be met with the Application
Form completed and turned into Lezlee Dieckman by August 1st
or sooner. Forms are in the vestibule, or request from Lezlee.
All requests will be presented to the Salem Board for approval.
Next Board Meetings on July 17th and September 18th.

Congratulations to Dr. Virginia Crose
for receiving UMW’s Annual
Women’s Love Gift presented by
President, Violet Thomas. Virginia
has given lots of her time and talents
to Salem as Lay Leader and a multitude of other activities, plus she is a
great Christian role model.
On Father’s Day, Tina Hand
presented the UMW Annual Men’s
Love Gifts to Nathan Hand for his
work on the Pastor Parish Committee
among other activities, and to Ben
Pauley for his service as Board Chair,
conducting cemetery tours, and
many other volunteer activities.
A donation in these names, as well as
Laine & Reece, will be made to the
Indiana United Methodist Children’s
Home in Lebanon.
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INFORMATION AND ACTIVITIES continued

WAY TO GO SALEM UMW!!!
On April 29, 2017, the North Central District of the
Indiana Conference Awarded our United Methodist
Women’s group an Honorable Mention Recognition
for work towards becoming a Five Star Unit! This
is a laudable accomplishment for continuous
service by the members. The purposes of UMW
units are to know God, to fellowship, and to expand
missions work by providing local and global
ministries.
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CONGRATULATION DADS!!
Scott Kruger and Chalmer Crose with most kids
present at Salem on Father’s Day…and Andy
Mitchell with most kids plus grandkids (14!)

Violet Thomas, President

3rd ANNUAL HOLIDAY WORLD THEME PARK TRIP

Date to be Announced
More information coming soon.
Hotel available for reservations in Jasper for those
wanting to stay overnight.
Please contact Danean Thatcher for details at
317-371-4144 or nean414@aol.com
ANDY’s RIDE & CAR SHOW
Saturday - July 8th - Zionsville American Legion Post 79

(Rain Date - July 9th – Ride Only)
Scholarships awarded this year were to:
Joseph Lamar, Brownsburg, $800 for his schooling in
Diesel Mechanics, and to Kyle Plummer, Zionsville,
for summer school classes in Fire Fighting and Arson
Investigation. All involved with Andy’s Ride are very
thankful for the support from Salem congregation.
For more information please contact Candy
Buckmaster at (317) 627-4642, Jeff Ottinger
at (317) 654-1700 or go to www.andysride.com

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded of you. And surely, I
am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

~~Matthew 23:19-20

Know someone whose name
should be added to Salem’s
Veteran’s Honor Plaque? Or
are you a new attendee who is
a Veteran? Salem considers
anyone who has ever worn a
military uniform to protect
our country as a veteran ̶no need to have served
overseas and/or during wartime.
If yes, please submit name to Ben Pauley at
ben62711@aol.com so your name and rank can be
added to Salem’s Veteran Plaque on display in the
Annex. Submit ASAP.
Ben will also be conducting a Cemetery Walk on
Sunday, July 2nd following Worship Service at 10:45
(weather permitting.) Be sure to wear comfy shoes
and dress accordingly for the weather. Thank you,
Ben, for leading this tour.
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MANY THANKS TO . . .

 Our generous Fellowship providers – Bob & Paula Overman, Eric & Tina Hand,
Brandon Kruger and the Ottinger’s
 All our wonderful youth who serve as acolytes opening Salem’s service
by bringing in the light and lighting the candles which symbolizes the light of
Christ coming into Salem’s Worship Service. Then at the close of the service,
extinguishing the candles and carrying out the light which symbolizes the light
of Christ going out into the world to serve.
 June greeters – Marie Urick, Violet Thomas, Donna Ricketts & Jim Washburn
 Rebecca and Quinn for their beautiful song for Father’s Day – “My Father Taught Me.”
 Tina Hand for her inspiring words about Fathers on their special day
 All who provided music for Salem Worship Services during May and June
 UMW for providing carnations for both Mother’s Day and Father’s Day
 ALL those who provided news, activity reports and pictures to Salem Scribbles co-editor while
Martha was on vacation in order to provide this July newsletter
 Kathy Mehlhop and Martha Randel for attending the special recognition in May of the caravan
transporting military veterans to the airport for their Honor Flight to Washington, D.C.

FELLOWSHIP

Sharleen & Violet
The Hampton’s

NURSERY

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Ice Cream Social Leftovers Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

DATE

July 2
July 9
July 16
July 23
July 30

PHOTO MEMORIES

GREETER

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

ACOLYTES

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Salem United Methodist Church
6701 South 775 East (South on Kissel Road/800E)
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve.

Small enough to care.

July 2017

BEST WAY TO BUILD ATTENDANCE IS … “WORD OF MOUTH”
Invite your family, friends and neighbors to attend this year’s
Annual Ice Cream Social!!
Send invitation to
everyone in your
contacts list and your
family and friends on
FACEBOOK!

Check with co-chairs
Donna and Andy Ricketts
on how you can help with
the dinner.

Put out yard signs!

Put out yard signs!

