Salem Scribbles
February 2015
Salem United Methodist Church
Minister: Jim Miller 317-429-9090 Cell 317-450-1461

Coming Events
Choir Practice Dates – Feb 4, 11, 18 &
25 at 7 pm Confirm w/Tina Hand.
Feb 1st – NFL Super Bowl AND
Collection of Rummage Sale Items
Feb 4th – Rummage Sale Drop Off at
Salem from 3 – 8 p.m.
(confirm with Paula O or Eric H)
Feb 7th –3rd Annual Rummage Sale
and Youth Bake Sale
8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
Feb 8th – Boy Scout Sunday
Feb 14th – Valentine’s Day
Feb 15th – Transfiguration Sunday &
Last Sunday after the Epiphany
Feb 18th – Ash Wednesday
Feb

21st

– Chili Supper 4 – 7 pm
Chair – Natalie Kruger

Feb 22nd – 1st Sunday in Lent
Chili Supper Leftovers
March 6th – World Day of Prayer
March 10th – Pacer Game Outing
Coordinator – Charlie Noble

Pastor’s Pen
Salem Church is most grateful to Rev. Chester “Chet” Mayflower for
being with us in January during Rev. Miller’s absence. His sermons and
prayers were enjoyed by all.
Visits to shut-ins were greatly appreciated
and the Communion and Baptism events
were most meaningful. Thank you,
Rev. Mayflower, for being with us.
Rev. Jim Ewing will be at Salem in February. His sermon topics
with some scripture readings are listed below:
Feb 1st

“When Faith is a Failure” – Hebrews 11:1-6

Feb 8th

“When Faith is a Success” – Job 13:15; Luke 5:1-11

Feb 15th

“Love Is . . . . . .” – ̶Matthew 5:43-48

nd

Feb 22

“Encountering God” – Isaiah 6:1-8

An Enchanting Christmas Eve…
With family and friends looking on,
Brian Hand asked Jen Cunningham
to marry him. She said yes!
CONGRATULATIONS on your
engagement!
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Birthdays
1st Travis Stone
12th Eric Davis
15th Sophia Dieckman
20th Grace Lizama
27th Annabelle Butler

6th Natalie Kruger
13th Tina Hand
16th (Marshall) Carter Eaton
23rd Jim Washburn
27th Rev. Wayne Patton

6th Joseph Overman
14th Marshall Starkey
19th Marvin Starkey
26th Robert Hough
28th Lloyd Rohrbach

Happy Anniversary
Happy
Birthday

17th Bob & Paula Overman
22nd John & Chris Hasewinkel

The following need your prayers.
Leonard Alexander
SGT Joshua Barrows
Joshua Barrows, Jr.
Connie Chamberlin
Alta Davis
Lana Funkhouser
Mark Hancock
Paul Hollingsworth
Tanya Irwin
Adeline Leslie
Britney Maker
Jim’s Aunt Ila
David Milliner
Martha Ogborn
Annie Ottinger
Wayne & Norma Patton
Jon Peterson
Jane Taylor
Bonnie Trosky
Ann & Bing Stum
Gary & Raymond Swope, Jr.
Chuck Vogt

Marcia (Lowder) Baker
SGT Jessica Barrows
Gene & Dodie Bear
Mary Clayton
Peg Eaton
Sharlene Grizzle
Chuck Hamerin
Dustin Hudson
Lucy Johnson
Roy King
Marilyn (Violet’s cousin)
Kayla Miller
Arlene & David Nichols
Mary Jean Ottinger
Joe Overman
Mabel Ann Pavey
Cody & daughter Zoey Pittman
Danielle Tooley
Martha Starkey
Bill Walker
Jim Kirby
Marilyn Yount

Vic & Dawn Lebel – grandparents of Autumn Hansen
Violet’s Uncle Bob Scout, sister-in-law Theresa Hoagland & great niece
Courtney Romney. Ray Robert whose sister passed w/brain aneurism.
Charlie’s friend Sherrill May who lost her 18-year-old daughter in
November. His niece Addi Leslie with a brain tumor, and Jim Wilson
who lost his wife recently…his daughter Julie Wilson is Charlie’s niece
...the wife was her step mother. Lori Overdorth’s husband, Greg, who is
battling cancer. (Apologies for misspelling of any names…the Editor.)

Pray for our troops, near and far;
persecuted Christians everywhere;
people in hospitals-nursing homes;
and those who suffer from
conflicts around the world. Special
thoughts and prayers for Curtis
Michaels currently stationed at
Fort Campbell, KY; for Garrett
Baston, Marine Randy Bowlen, and
National Guard Private Logan King,
as well as Garrett Houx who is now
stateside. Also, Steve Hipsky’s
friend John Canfield serving 3rd
tour in Afghanistan.

…and
sometimes
a hug helps
too.
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Synopsis of Rev. Miller’s Sermon
from November 9, 2014

“Lifting Our Eyes to the Hills”
Psalm 121

Matthew 26:31-38

Psalm 121:1 “I will lift my eyes to the hills.”
In this life, stress will come; trouble will come our way, and heartache will become a reality. There are
times when we need to “Lift up our eyes to the hills, from whence cometh our help.”
I remember that old spiritual about Jesus telling us this:
“Jesus walked that lonesome valley;
He had to go there by Himself.
Nobody else could go there for Him;
He had to walk it by Himself.”
These words were probably inspired by these words from the Gospel of John as Jesus tells His disciples
that He must go to Jerusalem and be crucified. “I go and do what must be done, and you all will forsake
me. You will all scatter; you will all forsake me and leave me all alone. (But then quickly, He adds) and
yet not alone, for the Father is with me.”
That is the good news of our faith, isn’t it? We are not alone when we walk through the pain. God is with
us. He will bring us through the valleys of life. Listen to how the psalmist put it. “I lift up my eyes to the
hills – from where will my help come from? My help comes from the Lord, who will neither slumber nor
sleep.”
The real strength in God’s kingdom is not found in some safe comfortable place away from the problems
of the world. The greatness of his kingdom is that love reaches out to us when we are hurting and
broken. God does give us oases that replenish our souls. But the real power of his love comes when we
need it the most.
Lift your eyes to the hills and reach out to God by means of your mind and your heart, by praying. If you
have called upon Him to be present throughout all the challenges of everyday life, He will be there.
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RING THE BELL, RING THE BELL…let the whole world know!
Have you ever rung the Salem church bell? There is a skill to it. Pull the yellow
cord/rope 2 or 3 times and the bell rings out the message ‘time for church!’ If
you’d ever like to help with this at Salem, especially when Jim Washburn (head
usher) and/or Mark Starkey are unavailable, please do so. Even when they are
present, they’ll be glad to teach you ‘the ropes.’ In addition, this role involves
greeting all as they enter the church, passing out the Sunday bulletin, assisting
acolytes, taking attendance count and posting numbers to board as well as
entering into binder in drawer. Try it sometime…you’ll enjoy it!

A topsy-turvy season…one with many ups and downs.
Indy Colts – our team. Thanks for the thrills!
From your Colts fans

February is the birth month of two of our greatest presidents…George
Washington on the 22nd and Abraham Lincoln on the 12th. We know much
about our 1st President and the many challenges he faced as General of the
Continental Army during the Revolutionary War. And we know he always
remained faithful to his moral code which was centered around the
teachings of Jesus Christ. He once said “it is impossible to rightly govern a
nation without God and the Bible.” Many documents show that our
Founding Fathers took great pains to “keep government out of religion” but
“not religion out of government.”
President Lincoln also believed in a Christian God and faced many
challenges. But he was also not immune to moments of self-doubt,
perhaps like you may have experienced when facing a test, or a public
speech, and you believe you may have ‘totally bombed.’
Honest Abe felt the same, believing he had a ‘flat failure’ after a speech
he gave in November 1863. And it didn’t help that he spoke for only two
minutes when the day’s primary orator, a pastor named Edward Everett, had spoken eloquently and
entirely from memory for over two hours! Here are some of the excerpts from the following day’s press
coverage: “The cheek of every American must tingle with shame as he reads the silly, flat utterances of
the President.” (The Chicago Times); “We pass over the silly remarks of the President…we are willing that
the veil of oblivion be dropped over them.” (The Patriot & Union of Harrisburg, PA); “Anything more dull
and commonplace it would not be easy to produce.” (The London Times) WoW – fairly harsh for those
times. So what was this dreadful speech? The Gettysburg Address…now considered one of the most
-CONTINUED ON PAGE 5-
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 To January’s bright and sunny acolytes: Sydney, Brandon, Austin,
Rebecca, Nick and Lexi
 To January’s generous fellowship providers: the Kruger Family;
Roy & Deanna King, Yovanovich Family and Dieckman Family
 To January’s wonderful nursery volunteers: Reece and Danelle
Butler, Danean Thatcher and Virginia Crose
 To Charlie Noble & Tina Hand and Salem Choir for their special
music in January
 To ALL who helped remove and pack the Advent and Christmas
decorations plus arrange the sanctuary (pews, piano, lectern) in
preparation for Lent.
 To ALL who attended the January 25th 2K15 Task Force Meeting and luncheon and have committed to
serve Salem Church to help make our church better than ever as we position Salem to move forward!
 To Bill Butler for facilitating Salem’s initial 2K15 Task Force Meeting, and to Paula Overman and brothers
Paul & Danny Thomas for arranging the dinner which followed.

inspiring and subtle shades of meaning presentation ever conceived in the English
language. In just ten sentences Lincoln made the case that the Civil War, which was still raging, was not
merely about preserving the Union. It was really about a larger story: The struggle for human equality.
Well, it has taken over 150 years for the Patriot & Union to print a retraction to their initial opinion of the
speech…but they did so a couple years ago.
CONTINUED from PAGE 4…

So what may all of this mean?? We probably won’t be comforted by our critics finally coming around to
our opinions 150 years afterwards. What can we do? We must trust our words, our actions and our
reputations to God. Prepare and live well. Pray. Do your best with joy in your heart. Then leave the
outcome in God’s hands. Nothing good happens without trying, and even if you think you ‘flat failed,’
God can use your efforts to better the world.

JOY – finding a way to be
happy . . . even when
things don’t go your way.
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MESSAGES
FELLOWSHIP
FEBRUARY
Volunteer Needed
Feb 1
Ottinger Family
Feb 8
Volunteer Needed
Feb 15
Chili Supper Leftovers
Feb 22

NURSERY
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

RE-PURPOSED PLASTIC
Please collect any hard plastic bottle caps, lids and/or other hard plastic items to
donate for our Military Veterans. These are re-purposed to make chairs and
other items for use in Veteran’s facilities. Diane Ward coordinates this effort for
Salem Church. Bring the hard plastic items (such as tops from soda bottles,
mayonnaise / Miracle Whip lids, small medicine bottles, etc.) in a plastic baggie
and give to Diane. There is also a collection container in the Fellowship Hall in
which you may place the items. Thank you.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT SALEM MISSIONS
and OTHER VARIOUS PROJECTS
Salem’s fourth quarter loose change contributions went to the Caring Center in
Lebanon. The total collected for the 2014 Fourth Quarter was
$149.44. Marsh Gift Cards are available as a fundraising
project by Salem UMW. For each $100 purchased, Salem
UMW receives $5 (5%). (See Paula Overman to obtain Marsh
Cards.) The Caring Center in Lebanon and Love, INC are
always appreciative of donations. Anytime is a great time to
give to Indiana United Methodist Children’s Home in Lebanon.
They always are very appreciative of any support / donations
they receive. Most of the youth living there now are teens.
Also remember to bring in your Campbell soup labels and Box
Tops for Education from a variety of food products. You may
also see Maxine Lamar about the Hug-A-Pillow Project.

Easter Sunrise Service
April 5, 2015 – 7:30 a.m.
Planning and participation assistance is requested for our
upcoming Salem Sunrise Service. If you have an interest in
helping or have questions about this service, please contact
Paula Overman at (317) 445-9597 or pover5220@aol.com
All ages are welcome to help plan or participate in this service.
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REGISTER EARLY for SUMMER CAMP
Planning for 2015 church summer camp is now underway. Forms are available in the foyer and some
of you may have received information through the mail/email. All parents of youth who are
considering attending should let Marie Urick know ASAP. Your early ‘application’ is not a definite
commitment should your schedule change or your child(ren) change your mind(s) about
attending. Early registration is recommended as we get a discounted rate and the kids
are more likely to get into the camp of their choice. The sooner Marie gets the
number of interested campers the better. Please do contact Marie at
(317) 769-6331 or marieu@vwcoa.com letting her know of your interest or to
obtain additional information.

BAKING TIME
Hey kids – it’s time to do some baking! Friday, February 6th from
6 – 8 p.m. is baking time and cookie/cupcake decorating time.
This is in preparation for the Youth Bake Sale Saturday morning, February
7th. Please plan to attend and help on Friday night for all or any part of the
evening as your schedule allows. Let Paula Overman {at (317) 445-9597
or pover5220@aol.com} know if you are attending or have any
questions. The youth will run their Bake Sale on Saturday morning, too,
with proceeds going to the Summer Camp Fund. Be there for lots of good
fellowship and fun!!

SPREAD THE WORD
Please help your church by inviting your family,
friends and neighbors to various Salem events,
the profits of which are always used for Salem
Mission and/or Outreach efforts, helping others.
The upcoming Rummage Sale with Youth Bake
Sale and Chili Supper are two upcoming events
in February.
Please send emails, post information on your
Facebook Page, telephone or drop off one of
our flyers (attached with this newsletter) to help
spread the word and invite folks to these fun-filled
and worthwhile events. Thank you.

Salem United Methodist Church
6701 South 775 East (South on Kissel Road/800E)
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve.

Small enough to care.

HOW TO PRE-ORDER DELIVERY OR REQUEST A RIDE
TO THE 2015 SALEM CHILI SUPPER
Call 317-873-4105 or email salemumcz@gmail.com by
Sunday, February 15th!!
Delivery Order Form: Call or email with the following:
 First and Last Name
 Delivery Address
 Phone Number with Area Code
 Number of Red Chili Orders
 Number of White Chicken Chili Orders
 Number of Desserts
 Food Allergies
 Requested time of delivery between 4pm and 7pm*
Sides will automatically come with each chili order.
Cash or checks accepted at the time of delivery. $6.00 per chili order, please.

We kindly request your understanding that delivery
address or carpool address must be within 5-10
miles of the church, at our discretion.
*Delivery or carpool pick up will occur within 30
minutes of your requested time, and we will call
when we are on our way!

Carpool Request: Call or email with the following:
 First and last name
 Home address for pick up and return
 Phone number with area code
 Number of people to be picked up
 Requested time of pick up between 4pm and 7pm *
If the carpool request includes children, please provide a car seat / booster seat.

