Salem Scribbles
January 2019
Salem United Methodist Church
Pastor Gina Kirkland 765-274-5087 Cell 765-274-9874
Gina.Kirkland@inumc.org
L
UPCOMING EVENTS

January 1, 2019 – HAPPY NEW YEAR
2019 – Service of Holy Communion will
usually be held the first Sunday of each month
unless there is a need for a schedule change.
Jan 6th – Epiphany (Magi visit to Christ Child)

Jan 6th – “Unhanging of the Greens”
Jan 7, 14, 21 & 28 – Mayberry Bible Study
6 – 7 pm

Jan 8th – Missions Mtg 6:30 pm
Jan 13th – Following Worship Remodel
Financial Planning Session
Jan 15th – Trustee Meeting 6:30 pm
Jan 16th – Choir Practice 6:30 pm
Jan 18th – Movie Night “The Lamp” 6:30 pm
Jan 20th – The Way Forward Conversation
at Carmel UMC from 3 – 5 pm
Jan 21st – Administrative Board Mtg 7 pm
Feb 2nd – 7th Annual Rummage Sale
Watch and listen for more details announced
during Community Time and/or via One Call Tell
All. You may begin bringing donated items to
Salem on Monday, January 7th.

Feb 5th – Monthly Missions Mtg 6:30 pm
Feb 16th – Annual Chili Super 4 – 7 pm
(Natalie Kruger, Chair)

March 5th – Shrove Tuesday (last day of
feasting before Lent)
March 6th – Ash Wednesday
(Lent March 6 – April 18, 2019)

May God bless you as you ponder His gifts of
Grace during the past year and the promise of
His presence throughout 2019.

PASTOR’S PEN
To My Awesome Church Family,
Happy New Year!!!!! Thank you all so very much for a festive, hope
filled, peaceful, joyful and loving Advent and Christmas season.
You all are so dear to my heart!!! I know we have talked at great
length about Christmas is not about the gifts we get and give; that
it is truly about the Gift that God gave us in Christ Jesus being born
to the virgin Mary for the salvation of our souls, but I want to
thank you from the bottom of my heart for my gifts this year. Our
1957 General Electric oven finally gave up the ghost in early
December. It heats up to past 650° Fahrenheit when set on warm.
It was a major fire hazard. Because of your generosity Kamp
Kirkland will be able to order a brand new in-wall oven, and I will
be able to bake again. Thank you soooo very much, Salem Family.
Now on to our studies. We’re going to continue equipping
ourselves with The Mayberry Bible Study written by Stephen
Skelton of Primetime Parable Ministries. For volume 3 we will
study lessons on Courage, Folly, Gossip and Discernment. It has
been amazing to see how much our Christian walk was
intermingled with entertainment back in the good old days. We
are having a lot of fun delving into biblical principles. Invite your
family and friends to become better equipped to serve our
community and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
The Adult Sunday School / Sunday Bible Study keeps growing. I am
so grateful for this time we spend together learning more about
who God is and how we fit into God’s plan. We make it a point to
wrap up at 11:25 am so we are saying our closing prayer at 11:30
am each Sunday. If you are interested in joining us, especially if
driving at night may be a challenge come on in the conference
room after you have gathered up your treats from fellowship.
There might be a time or two when I will not be able to facilitate
for the full time due to other administrative/meeting commitments, but the class has figured out how to keep the study going.
Last month I mentioned the Council of Bishops
has called a Special Session of the General
Conference of The United Methodist Church
to be held February 23-26, 2019 in
St. Louis, Missouri. The Commission on a
Way Forward is a 32-member Commission
(Continued on Page 3)
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3rd Doug Taylor
4th Rayne Colvert
10th Carole Tucker
11th Bill Walker
12th Ken Haselby
12th Bill Stagg
13th Martha Graves

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
13th Joseph Lamar
14th Ben Pauley
16th Brooke Hamerin
17th Rhonda Shipley
19th Bill Arnold
19th Scott Kruger
20th Lisa Shipley
21st Laine Butler

23rd Colt Crose
27th Mike Hampton
27th Kathy Houx
27th Justin Ottinger
29th Dominic Lizama
30th Andrew ‘Drew’ Sharp
31st Pam Hill-Gibson

JANUARY ANNIVERSARY
13th Bill & Sharon Walker
17th Chuck Jr. & Shannon Hamerin

(If there are corrections/additions to the birthday, anniversary and/or
prayer lists, please contact Martha Randel at SiSRandel@gmail.com.
THE FOLLOWING NEED PRAYERS
Adam
Alex & Henry
Annabelle Aldous
Arnold's Grandson
Friend's Aunt Carolyn
Aunt Nancy
Lucy Baker
Shawna Baker
Skip Barker
Laura Bennett
Brian
Carolyn & daughter Anna
Rodney Carter
Cathy
V. Conceptione Family
Janet Conway
Bob Curry
Marge Curry
Andy's friend Danny
Donna David
Linda Lou Dawson
Ramona’s friend Linda
Libby Keck

Carla Fletcher
Lisa Flynn
Dale Funkhouser
Alyssa (Morris, IL)
Ann & O Hamilton
Hamilton's Adult Kids
Rush & Ruth Harmon
Charles Hoagland
Louise Hoagland
Brittani Hawk
Mariam Fisher Hutsen
Nancy Giles
Tracy James
Myra Johnson
Kathy
Keaton
Howard Kellogg
Gina & Reggie Kirkland
Gail Klotz
Maxine Lamar
Britney Maker
Great Granddaughter of

Ashley Medaris
Dave Milender/Nhut
Rev. Jim & Linda Miller
Caden Nation
The Patton's
Cindy Paul
Jon Peterson
Natalie Postma
Danny Price
Carolyn Reutter
Mrs. Ray Robert
Stephanie Seifts
Gregg Speer
Mark Starkey
Marvin Starkey
Stum's friend Brian
Ann & Bing Stum
Jane Taylor
Brenda & Steven Taylor
Martha Vail-Russ Vail
Jill Will
Cody Wilson
Bill & Pat Arnold

Pray for our Salem UMC family. Pray for our
troops, near and far; persecuted Christians
every-where; people in hospitals and nursing
homes; and those who suffer from conflicts
around the world including terrorism. Pray for
victims of natural disasters such as hurricanes
and volcanic eruptions Pray for the Carolinas
with the recent Florence Hurricane and Florida
with Hurricane Michael. Pray for victims of the
recent tsunami. Pray for Coptic Christians and
for victims of church fires, wildfires and flooding.
Pray for peace and safety for any and all
refugees who are God’s children throughout the
world. Pray for the Tree of Life Synagogue /
those who lost their lives and those injured in
the Pittsburgh, PA shooting on Oct 27 th. Pray for
those with unspoken requests. Pray for wisdom
by our politicians, and pray for our country. Pray
for our local first responders, EMS, medical
teams, fire fighters and police who give
immediate help for those in need. Pray for our
protectors, border patrol officers, security
guards, and for victims of crimes. Pray for our
community, country and the world. And do
continue to pray for “Old Man Cline!”
{All Mankind}

Prayers for Brian & Mollie Earnhart and their family with the passing of Brian’s sister, Mindy Earnhart.
Prayers for the family of Garnet McMahon, who passed December 27 th at the age of 93.
Prayers for Ruth Markland’s family with her recent passing. Ruth would have been 102 on January 7 th.
Prayers for police and border patrol officers who are being killed, and for their families as they endure these
losses. (2018 count in line of duty is 47 as of the printing of this document.)
Praises to Alex Smith who as an organ donor donated his liver – Paula’s niece, Myra, was the recipient.
Prayers to his mother, Kathy and twin brother Joshua who asked to contact Myra after the surgery.
Permission was granted. The Smith family (Worchester, MA) is most thankful to be able to talk to the person
who received son’s/brother’s liver giving Myra good health and extended life.

“And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.”
~~John 5:11

(Apologies for
misspelling of
any names…the
Editor.)
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ASK THE PASTOR

Dear Pastor Gina,
I’ve tried to do some research on the United Methodist Church’s The Way Forward. I’m not
sure if I agree with it. I know how I feel about people who are homosexual, but I don’t know
if I make my thoughts heard if I will be kicked out of Salem. I love my church family, but this
is a very touchy subject that could split our church. How do I handle this? Sincerely, Speak No Evil
Dear Speak No Evil,
Thank you for your awesome question and your candor. Before any decisions are made, I invite you to go the Conversation
on the Way Forward facilitated by our Bishop Julius Trimble on Sunday, January 20, 2019 from 3-5 p.m. at Carmel UMC
located at 621 S. Rangeline Road, Carmel, IN. He is going to present very important information on the Commission on A
Way Forward, and there will be some discussion. I must warn you adult subject matter will be openly discussed in a
reverent manner. We will be able to go back to our families and our churches equipped a bit better to have these very
difficult conversations.
Much love,

(Pastor’s Pen continued from Page 1)

authorized by General Conference 2016 and appointed by the Council of Bishops to examine paragraphs in The Book of
Discipline concerning human sexuality and exploring options to strengthen the unity of the church. We as United
Methodists are urged to pray daily between 2:23 pm to 2:26 pm until the end of the called Special Session. Bishop Julius
Trimble will be in the North Central District on Sunday, January 20, 2019 from 3-5 p.m. at Carmel UMC, 621 S. Rangeline
Rd., Carmel, to present very important information on the Commission on a Way Forward. This is open to clergy and
adult laity. I have been directed to email the District Center with the approximate number of persons attending from
our church by Monday, January 14th so we may have an idea on seating and materials. Please let me know by Sunday,
January 13th if you will be able to attend.
Now that it is 2019, please pray that the dates for our Confirmation class for students 4 th grade and higher come into
focus. There may be some of our children who may be spiritually mature enough to participate. This will be handled on
a case-by-case basis. We will need to meet for six different Saturdays, and I would like to confirm the confirmands on
Easter. Due to the hectic schedule of most of our young people, I am asking which dates in February, March and April
will facilitate the largest amount of participation.
Thank you all for your concern and prayers for Reggie and our family as we travel this challenging journey as his
condition continues to progress with his CIDP Chronic Inflammatory Demyelinating Polyneuropathy. We have begun the
journey of palliative care (pronounced pal-lee-uh-tiv) which is specialized medical care for people with serious incurable
illness. This type of care is the between stage of aggressive care and hospice care which focuses on providing relief from
the symptoms and stress of an incurable illness. The goal is to improve quality of life for both the patient and the family.
The Kirkland family wishes each of you a Happy and Fruitful New Year, and we hope you are able to enjoy your family
and friends as they are all exceptionally loved. Thank you all for everything you do to make us feel accepted, respected,
supported and loved as your pastor and pastor’s family. We sincerely love all of you!!!!
In the love of Christ,
Pastor Gina Kirkland aka PG
As a reminder, if anyone would like or needs to contact me, I want to make sure you have my contact information. I do accept text, email and Facebook messages.

1100 Imel Drive, Anderson, IN 46012

765-274-9874 Cell

Gina.Kirkland@inumc.org

765-274-5087 Home
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INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES
THANK YOU, PG AND MARIE

Bill Butler presented Pastor Gina
And Marie Urick with thank you
gifts from Salem UMC for all
they do for our church. A big
round of applause was given
them by the congregation for
their dedicated service.

7th ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE
February 2, 2019

Clean out and pack up those items you can donate
to our upcoming rummage sale! You may begin
bringing your items to Salem after January 7th. We
need LOTS of STUFF! Large items are also
welcomed. If they need to be picked up, contact
Eric Hand at 317-873-5669. Profits from the sale
benefit Salem UMC Missions and Outreach.
Unsold items are given to Love, INC (In the Name
of Christ). There will be a Youth Bake Sale too!
Detailed information will follow soon.

SUMMER CAMPS

The Holiday season is barely over – but still, it is
time to start thinking about Summer Camp for
your child(ren). For 2019 details, see
Marie Urick317-769-6331.

ANNUAL CHILI SUPPER
Watch for details coming soon from Chair
Natalie Kruger. There will be lots of
opportunities for everyone to be involved
with this event.
Save the Date – Saturday, February 16th.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER(S) NEEDED

With the beginning of a new year comes the need for
new teacher(s) for Salem Sunday School. These are
shared positions allowing
you some flexibility with your
schedule on Sundays. Please
do consider giving some of your
time to teach. Our Department
supplies quality teaching lessons
and supplies. You’ll get as much
out of it as do the youth! Please see
Paula Overman for additional information.

THANKS TO ALL

A hearty thank you to
Chaleen Faulkner
for bringing the
“Salem Lights Up” idea to Salem UMC as a brilliant way to
invite friends, family and neighbors to our December 24th
Christmas Eve Service. Virginia Crose coordinated the
purchase and distribution of candles for Salem
members/friends to give away during the month of
December while several of the youth applied the stickers.
The result of this effort? Salem had 120 in attendance at
our traditional candlelight service filled with beautiful
music and the worship of the birth of Baby Jesus, our Lord
and Savior. A thank you goes to everyone who participated
and/or attended this holy service.

THANK YOU FROM
DIANA

I’d like to thank all my
family, friends and my
Salem family for your
kind words of
congratulations and
cards as I celebrated my
90th birthday at the
Dec. 9th Open House.
Your “presence” was very
much appreciated and enjoyed!

Diana Ward
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INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES (continued)
ANNUAL YOUTH CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
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INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES (continued)

Salem Scribbles

MANY THANKS TO…
 December generous refreshments providers – Marshall & Starr Starkey, Roy & Deanna King, Sunday School
Department, Cookie Challenge and Julie Rajski
 Our sparkling acolytes – Ruth, Haven, Khamiya, Sydney, Rebecca & Kaitlyn
 December greeters – Marie Urick, Mary Hamerin, Lynda Wayman & Bob Overman
 Judy Washburn for her informative Advent messages to our youth.
Cookie Challenger
winner Brandon!
638 votes raised
$85.92 to be used
for the 2019
Operation
Christmas Child
Project.












 The Hanging of the Greens Committee led by Virginia Crose and EVERYONE who helped
with the Hanging of the Greens before Advent as well as the Unhanging of the Greens on
January 6th. It’s a fun activity as we beautify our church in honor of the Birth of Baby Jesus.
Bill Butler and volunteers on Sorting Day for Fletcher Place. ALL who donated and THOSE who delivered items
to Fletcher Place via Yeshua House in Indianapolis.
Judy Washburn for coordinating poinsettia project and ALL who purchased them which so beautifies our altar.
UMW for coordinating the Christmas Cheer Bags and ALL who donated items. Also to those who delivered the
cheer bags filled with lots of goodies.
Marshall and Jeremy Starkey for setting up/removing the altar stage for December activities at Salem UMC.
EVERYONE who provided pictures of December activities for our church newsletter.
Marie Urick for her beautiful reading on December 23rd.
SO many at Salem who participated in or assisted with the
Youth Christmas Program. Please see the Reason for the Season
Cast & Participant Program Sheet included with emailed
newsletter or request it from Martha at SiSRandel@gmail.com
Sisters Lynette Moon and Alyssa Guitar for A Tradition Transferred
“At the church in which we grew up, Mr. and Mrs. Luebke gave out
treat bags with oranges, candy and gum every year to the children
after Christmas Eve services. This is something we looked forward
to every year. In fact, Mr. and Mrs. Luebke gave out treat bags
when our dad and aunt were children too! We decided we wanted
to carry on this tradition at Salem UMC. Merry Christmas!
Lynette Moon (Elle’s Mom) & Alyssa Guitar (Elle’s Aunt).”
Lynette and Alyssa passed out these surprise treat bags after our
December 24th Service. Our youth were just as excited receiving
these surprise treats as did Lynette and Alyssa when they
were youngsters!

 Please see Editor’s note on page 7.
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EDITORS’ NOTE
Due to limited space in the January Scribbles issue, some information, thank you’s, and pictures will be published in the
February Scribbles issue Our newsletter is printed in groups of four pages (4, 8, 12, 16 etc.) When a 12-page issue is
produced increased printing and postage costs are incurred. Therefore, the decision was made to keep the January
issue at eight pages. Two pages in the February issue will be dedicated to December news/reports and pictures. For
instance, one report will be information provided by Danean Thatcher about the 2019 Operation Child Project at Salem
UMC by several of our youth.
Over 200 pictures were submitted covering our many December activities. If you would like to have all of these, please
give your personal 4 GB USB (thumb drive) to Martha Randel so copies can be transferred to your 4 GB USB.
If you would like your own copy of the video taken of the 2018 Youth Christmas Program “The Reason for the Season,”
please contact Kathy Mehlhop or Martha Randel.
Thank you for your patience and understanding.

Co-Editors:

Martha Randel & Kathy Mehlhop

Lectionary Readings for January
Lessons

January 6th

January 13th

January 20th

January 27th

Old Testament

Isaiah 60:1-6

Isaiah 43:1-7

Psalm 36:1-10

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

Psalm

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

Psalm 29

Isaiah 62:1-5

Psalm 19 (UMH 750)

Epistle

Ephesians 3:1-12

Acts 8:14-17

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

Gospel

Matthew 2:1-12

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

John 2:1-11

Luke 4:14-21

FELLOWSHIP
Betty & Eldon Forthum
& Jon Peterson
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Laura Eisner

GREETER
Jan 6
Jan 13
Jan 20
Jan 27

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

WELCOME
Baby Raylynn

I’d like to introduce my
great-great niece born on
December 7, 2018 …
Raylynn Renee Grayson,
6 pounds and 4 ½ ounces.
She attended our Christmas
Eve Service.

Pastor Gina

UMW SELLING PENS

Only $2 for this quality and attractive pen for
personal use or to give as a gift. Profits from this
UMW fundraiser will be used for our many
outreach projects. See any officer to make a
purchase…Judy W., Paula O. Tina H., Donna R. or
Martha R.

Salem United Methodist Church

6701 South 775 East (South on Kissel Road/800E)
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve.

Small enough to care.

JANUARY 2019

SALEM UMC 7th ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE
& Youth Bake Sale Saturday, February 2, 2019

ANNUAL CHILI SUPPER
Saturday, February 16, 2019

Salem ChurCh
annual
ChIlI SuPPer
Saturday, February 16th
4 – 7 p.m.

