Salem Scribbles
June 2017
Salem United Methodist Church
Pastor Gina Kirkland 765-274-5087 Cell 765-274-9874
Gina.Kirkland@inumc.org

Upcoming Events
June 4th – Pentecost
occurs 50 days after
Easter. (Celebration
of the descent of the
Holy Spirit on the
Disciples of the resurrected Jesus Christ after His
Ascension into heaven.) Wear the colors of the
flame: red, yellow, orange & blue.
June 6th – Missions Meeting at 6:30 pm
June 8th – UMW Meeting at Noon

June 18th – Father’s Day
June 24th – 2nd Annual Blood Drive (Susan O.)
June – Youth Car Wash – date to be announced.
Coordinator: Steve Hipsky
June-July – Indianapolis Indians Outing – date
to be determined. Charlie Noble, coordinator
July 15th – Annual Ice Cream Social 4-7 pm
Donna & Andy Ricketts, coordinators
July - Andy’s Ride – Date to be announced

Higher Education Scholarship Award
Application Form due August 1st or sooner.
Lezlee Dieckman, coordinator
Fletcher Place Culinary Collage
Sunday, July 16th from 1 – 4 pm
University of Indianapolis in the
Schwitzer Student Center

Annual Conference

Thursday June 8th – Saturday June 10th
Indiana Convention Center – Indianapolis
Salem UMC Lay Member – Tim Ottinger

Pastor’s Pen
To My Awesome New Church Family,
Can you believe that it is June already, and we have had three months
together in ministry under our belt? According to the Conference interim
agreement, we have until June 30th and then, we will see which leadership
direction Salem will be following. I am just as anxious as many of you are
to find out what the prayer filled considerations of the Bishop and his
cabinet pastoral appointment will be for the 2017-2018 conference year.
Speaking of conference . . . Annual Conference will be in Indianapolis
June 8 – 10. I will be attending as well as Tim Ottinger, the church’s lay
delegate. We will report to you what is on the horizon for the Indiana
Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church.
So much has happened already in the short time I’ve been here with you,
and I want to let you know that beginning the first Sunday of June we will
receive communion once per month. I’m really excited!!! Having people
re-dedicate their lives to following the will and way of Jesus closer than
before is also very exciting. Our next step is to actually begin to make
some disciples by sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ so the light bulbs
begin to go off, and we are able to witness professions of faith and maybe
a few baptisms. I hope I am with you to experience your supernatural
growth in the Lord, and if not, God already has it orchestrated and is
waiting for Salem Church to be ready for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
Thank you so much for making me feel so welcomed to this interim
appointment. I really didn’t know what to expect when I got here, but I
want you all to know that you have a very special place in my heart. This is
an awesome vineyard in which to serve. I hope and pray that you have
had as much fun as I have! This congregation is a very special congregation, and I am sure whoever your pastor is on July 1st that you will carry on
your ministries and remain as organized as you are. I want you to know
that I want nothing but the absolute best for Salem as a church family, and
I have tried to work as hard as I humanly could to be the interim pastor
you truly deserve as growing Christians. I pray you continue to take the
time to learn about each other, the community and work alongside each
other for the upbuilding of God’s Kingdom here on earth. The Kirkland
family loves you all so very much! I have been so happy to be here with
you in relationship, ministry, service and worship. In the love of Christ,
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JUNE Birthdays
1st Kerri Hipsky
4th Aiden Cruz
13th Gary Carter
20th Kathy Sharp
26th Donita Hough

1st Brandon Kruger
4th Christine Yovanovich
15th Mary Hamerin
23rd Beatrice Estelle Hamerin
26th Don Livengood

3rd Sharlene Grizzle
7th Cassie Bright
17th Marie Urick
24th Alina Hipsky
29th David Bright

3rd Donna Ricketts
10th Rick Hamerin
19th Shannon Yde Eaton
24th Steve King
29th Susan Ottinger

JUNE Anniversaries
Happy
Birthday

1st Eric & Tina Hand
23rd O & Ann Hamilton
29th Rick & Karrie Hamerin

The following need prayers.
Addie (7)
Aunt Nancy
Nick Behymer
Benjamin (7 year old)
Dan Boutwell
Buford Byers
Butler's Cousin Carol
Infant Colvert
Coach Jan Conner
Bob Curry
Marge Curry
Jerry Joe Davidson
Alta Davis
Bonnie Davis
Delaine Davis
Linda Lou Dawson
Uncle Dean
Bonnie Earnhart
Rosemary Endres
Susan Funke
Lana Funkhouser
Michael Gibson
Taylor Green
Sharlene Grizzle
Betty Haley
Halle (8 year old)
Chuck Hamerin
Mary Hamerin

Caroline Hampton
Jill Hampton
Marlena Hampton
Mike Hampton
Mark Hancock
Joe Hayden
Charles Hoagland
Louise Hoagland
Hipsky's Aunt Kim
Infant Tucker
Baby Jackson
Cindy Jansen
David Jones
Deanna King
Roy King
Steve King
Gina Kirkland
Reginald Kirkland
Lucas
Maxine Lamar
Pam Lime
Britney Maker
Jane Martin
Ashley Medaris
Bob Miller
Rev. Jim Miller

Beverly Moore
Steve Moore
Nancy Morris
Arlene Nichols
David Nichols
Mildred (Mid) Noble
Randy Ollis
Mary Jean Ottinger
Bob Overman
Norma Patton
Wayne Patton
Rodney Peterson
Alex Porter
Aaron Ricketts
Charles Schooler
Connie Short
Infant Jensen Siebert
Carl Stewart
Ann & Bing Stum
Scott Swain
Elizabeth Meeks Taylor

Jane Taylor
Martha Vail
Chuck Vogt
Olive Wade
Infant Colbie Webb
Nick Whitaker
Beverly Moore

{Send Prayer List additions/deletions to Salem
Scribbles Co-Editor at SiSRandel@gmail.com}

Pray for our troops, near
and far; persecuted
Christians everywhere;
people in hospitals and
nursing homes; and those
who suffer from conflicts
around the world including
terrorism. Pray for those
with unspoken requests.
Pray for our protectors and
for victims of crimes. Pray
for our country. And do
continue to pray for “Old
Man Cline!”
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Prayer List continued
Prayers for the Anderson family with the passing of Leonard.
Prayers for the Mehlhop and Anderson families with the passing of Kathy’s mother, Bert Anderson.
Prayers for the Stum family with the passing of Linda Stum.
Prayers for the Irwin family with the passing of Tanya Irwin.
Prayers for the Hand family with the passing of Eric’s brother, Rev. John Hand.
Prayers for Jacy Hill and family with the passing of her grandmother.

ASK THE PASTOR
Pastor Gina,
You have put different Sundays of Lent and Easter on the bulletin. What is that for?
The Christian church uses a Christian calendar in line with the liturgical seasons to
help keep us Christians united. The liturgical seasons are grouped around the two
most important holidays in the Christian year, Easter and Christmas. The four
weeks before Christmas are called Advent. Starting with Christmas Day,
the twelve days are called the Twelve Days of Christmas, ending with
the feast of the Epiphany. The season of Epiphany lasts until shortly
before Lent, which is the forty days before Easter, and starts on Ash
Wednesday (in the Western Christian traditions.) The day before Ash
Wednesday is Fat Tuesday (translated literally into French as “Mari Gras”),
since this was the day that most devout Christians used up all their butter
and other rich fats in preparation for the humbler and less rich foods typically
eaten during Lent. “Carnival” is another word for this period just before Ash
Wednesday, coming from the Latin words carne vale,” literally meaning “goodbye meat!”
Since, devout Christians usually give up eating meat during Lent. The last week of Lent is traditionally called
Holy Week, ending on Easter Day. The season of Easter ends with the fest of Pentecost, which is fifty days after
Easter (Pentecost being the Green word for fifty.) The period between Pentecost and the start of Advent is
called simply Ordinary Time (Season after Pentecost on above chart). The brief period between the end of the
Epiphany season and Lent is also called Ordinary Time.

On May 14, 2017, Tina Hand read
entertaining quotes and poems
regarding Mother’s Day. Awards were
given to the youngest mother present,
Danean Thatcher, and the mother
with the most children/
grandchildren/great grandchildren
(26), Ruth Kitron Harmon.
Congratulations ‘moms’!
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FEATURED FAMILY – PASTOR GINA and her FAMILY
Gina (Regina Ann) Kirkland was born Oct. 6, 1956 in
St. Albans, NY. Being the oldest of four Air Force
brats, they moved around the country quite
frequently. She graduated from Anderson H. S. in
1975 and then graduated from Ball State University
in 1980 with an Associate of Arts degree. She
worked in critical care as a nurse at Ball Memorial
Hospital until 1990. Later after rearing 2 birth
children and 39 foster children, 2 adopted children,
and accepting 2 step-children Pastor Gina attended
Sojourner-Douglass and graduated with honors
(summa cum laude) with a Bachelor of Science in
Human Services with a concentration in Addictions
Counseling in 2005. A week later she began her long
road of study for a Masters of Divinity at Wesley
Theological Seminary in Washington D.C. after
which she and Reginald adopted an older child and
welcomed into their home from birth their 7-yearold granddaughter, Khamiya.
Pastor Gina accepted the call to pastoral ministry in
1995 and was ordained in 1999 at Big Bethel
African Methodist Episcopal Church in Atlanta, GA.
She was first appointed to Bethel AME Church in
Acworth, GA. She later married Dr. Reginald
Kirkland and converted to the United Methodist
Church North GA Conference where she served at
St. Luke UMC in Mableton GA. Due to family health
issues they relocated to Baltimore, Maryland and
served as Associate Pastor at Sharp Street UMC and
then Piney Grove UMC in Middle River, MD. In 2005
she was appointed to Ayres Chapel UMC in White
Hall, MD where she served 4 years. A major family
health emergency called the Kirkland’s to Anderson,
Indiana where she became an Associate at Cross
Roads UMC and then appointed to former Colonial
UMC. After former Colonial discontinued, she was
appointed as Campus Pastor at New Horizons UMC
and 2 years later, appointed as Lead Pastor of New
Horizons. As life would have it, health issues again
(Alzheimer’s disease) has affected the Kirkland
family and Pastor Gina had to step back from fulltime ministry to care for her soul mate and major
ministry supporter, husband Reginald.

A PRAYER
Work Hard, Do Your Best, Keep Your Word,
Never Get Too Big for Your Britches,
Trust in God, and Never Forget a Friend
AMEN

Pastor Gina is very passionate about Jesus
and making disciples for the transformation
of the world. She is enthusiastic, energetic
and some even say she is a ball of fire for the
Lord. She personally says she is very
excited to share this portion of her ministry
journey with Salem UMC and very much
looks forward to the temporary time shared
together to be empowering, fruitful and
uplifting for God’s Kingdom here on earth.
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INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES (continued)

NEW METHOD FOR ON-LINE GIVING
Effective May 15, Salem began offering a new
method of accepting donations! Using a secure
service recommended by INUMC, accessed from
Salem’s website, VANCO works with Salem to
securely accept donations directly from your
checking accounts or credit cards, much like any
other on-line or automated bill pay service. They
immediately route the donated money to Salem’s
account at Lizton State Bank, and Salem is
notified of your gift for reporting and accounting
purposes. Givers can make one-time donations,
or it can be set up to automatically give recurring
donations on a weekly or monthly basis. Givers
can freely designate exactly how they want their
gift used by Salem. This is an entirely optional
method of giving being offered to members and
non-members alike. The offering plate will
continue to accept cash and personal checks as it
always has each Sunday, and you are encouraged
to give with whichever method YOU prefer!
This is an entirely free service with no fees
charged for the giver, however Salem Church will
pay a nominal transaction fee for donations
received. Salem’s board has decided that the
fees are worth the convenience offered by the
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service, and is going to try this method for a year
and then re-evaluate the effectiveness of this
donation receiving method.
To sign up, please go to

www.salemumczionsville.org
and you will find a link on Salem’s home
page. For more detailed information, please
check out the FAQs and details on the same
home page. You can also talk to Kathy Mehlhop
for computer assistance, and to Andy Mehlhop
about VANCO and accounting information.
For those who pay other personal bills on-line or
via automatic bill payment, this will be a familiar
process to set up. But if you are new to on-line
payments or intimidated by initial computer
setup, yet still interested in having weekly
donations drawn directly from your checking
account or credit card, just look for Kathy
Mehlhop after the worship service. She will bring
her computer to church, sit down with you, and
guide you through the set-up process. You will
not need to share your financial information with
her, therefore all of your personal account
numbers will be kept confidential.

Andy Mehlhop, Treasurer
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INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES (continued)
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Congratulations to Laine and Reece for receiving
UMW’s annual Love Gift presented by President,
Violet Thomas. Both have given lots of their time
and talents at Salem teaching our youth and being
great Christian role models for all of us.
“I was so thankful and blessed
for this opportunity,” reported
Danelle Butler. While in
Washington, DC on National
Prayer Day, Bible readings were
allowed on the steps of the
Capitol Building and she read
from Romans 10.

Our first quarter Loose Change collection was
$87.22 for Fletcher Place. All loose change in the
offering plate for 2nd quarter will go to Love, INC.

FELLOWSHIP
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
The Ottinger’s

NURSERY
June 4 Volunteer Needed
June 11 Volunteer Needed
June 18 Volunteer Needed
June 25 Volunteer Needed

GREETER
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

ACOLYTES
6/4
6/11

6/18
6/25

Volunteers Needed
Volunteers Needed
Volunteers Needed
Volunteers Needed

The U.M.W. had a wonderful turn out for our annual Mother’s Day Banquet. Lots of delicious dishes were enjoyed
by all. The lovely, talented St. John’s United Church Bell Choir named “Joyful Noise” and directed by Kay LaGrange
was our entertainment. All were very moved and touched by the talent with which God has blessed them and the
lovely songs they shared. This Greenwood church is the one in which I (Violet) grew up in and that my parents still
attend. Our next meeting will be on June 8, 2017 at noon. Hope all ladies can join us. Violet Thomas, President
Sending LOVE to all Friends – Advisors – Teachers – Helpers – Empathizers – Role ModelS in Christ.
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MANY THANKS TO…
 Those who generously provided May Fellowship Refreshments – Scott Kruger Family,
Judy & Jim Washburn, Salem Choir and the Crose’s
 Salem’s Shining Acolytes – Sydney, Brooke, Ruth, Rebecca and Haven
 May Greeters Marie Urick and Mary Hamerin
 All who prayed for our Nation and our Leaders on National Day of Prayer
 UMW for this year’s wonderfully cheerful Mother’s Day Celebration dinner and entertainment as well as
everyone who provided food. A special thanks to the “kitchen men” (Jim Washburn, Larry Randel, and
Bob Overman) who handled that task allowing UMW members to be available as hostesses for their guests.
 UMW with Donna’s assistance for providing red and white carnations to honor all mothers on Mother’s Day.
 Salem Youth along with Charlie Noble on the ukulele for providing two beautiful songs for mothers. And a
thank you to Susan Ottinger for coordinating this activity.
 Salem’s many photographers for providing great pictures to use in our newsletter: Lisa Shipley, Natalie Kruger,
the Mehlhop’s, Paula Overman, the Butlers and Tina Lizama.
 Tim Ottinger for his Mother’s Day solo “A Mother’s Prayer” and Memorial Day special “Empty Chair.”
 Salem Choir, Director Shane Meredith and Pianist Tina Hand for providing beautiful musical presentations for
Salem. The choir will be taking a summer break but will return this fall with more wonderful music.
 Natalie Kruger for filling in as Worship Leader when Bob was out-of-town visiting family.
 Rev. Gina Kirkland for her two presentations/training classes on Safe Sanctuary for those who work with youth.
A special thanks to the attendees for taking this instructive class resulting in their certification.
 Virginia Crose for providing a small First Aid Kit on top of AED. There are also First Aid Kits in the Sunday School
Room and in the drawer just to the left of the refrigerator in the kitchen.
The Caring Center in Lebanon has had a shortfall of food donations. A monthly update of needed
items is on their website, thecaringcenter.net or call 765-482-2020. Salem Missions delivered a
carload last month. If you can, please remember The Caring Center in your community support.

The ZUMC Chancel and Youth
Choirs sang for Salem UMC under
the direction of Laura Breuckmann
and Katie Weirich.

Here’s another look at
the Christian Calendar.

Salem United Methodist Church
6701 South 775 East (South on Kissel Road/800E)
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve.

Small enough to care.

June 2017

A THANK YOU – In His Own Words
I would like to thank Salem for the amazing support in regards to my baseball career. In such short
notice, I raised enough money to pay for my uniform, which immensely facilitated everything thereafter.
I had no immediate answer to financially providing the necessary amount due for my uniform, but the
people of Salem showed me once again why I continue to come back and stay involved. This church
never ceases to amaze me, and it has felt like home ever since day one of my attendance there. Baseball
season has flown by, but there is no way I could have experienced all of the enjoyment of playing
baseball without the help of Salem. Thank you from the bottom of my heart! ~~Dylan

As of mid-May…Batting average .438
with 6 RBI's, 4 doubles and a triple.

