Salem Scribbles
April 2016
Salem United Methodist Church
Minister: Rev. Jim Miller 317-429-9090 Cell 317-450-1461

Coming Events
March 31st – Pacer Game Tickets $5.50.
See Charlie Noble or Virginia Crose for
details.
April 6th & 20th – Tentative Choir Practices
each at 6:30 pm
April 13th – Missions Meeting 6:30 pm
April 14th – UMW Meeting at Noon
SALEM PHOTO DIRECTORY
Sign Up NOW through April 12th
April 15th – Photo Shoots 2 – 8:30 pm
April 16th – Photo Shoots 10:30 am – 5 pm
See Kathy Mehlhop, Natalie Kruger or
Martha Randel for additional information.

May 1st – Fletcher Place Culinary Collage
May 5th – UMW 10 am to prepare for
Friday’s Mother’s Celebration Event
May 6th – Mother’s Day Celebration PitchIn and Entertainment (Tickets $2 each)
May 8th – Mother’s Day
May 15th – Pentecost {Christian festival /
holy day celebrating the descent of the
Holy Spirit on the disciples of Jesus after
his Ascension, held on the seventh Sunday
after Easter…or forty days after Easter.}

Pastor’s Pen
Movies have their “Coming Attractions.” I invite you to anticipate
moments of spiritual growth as we explore the meaning of some of
the scriptures I will use in the sermons for the month of April. I
suggest you read the Old and New Testament lessons chosen for
our consideration.
April 3rd Sermon Topic “Mission Accepted”
Scripture Lessons: Psalm 67 and I Thessalonians 1:1-19
How do we shift from self-centered thinking to other-centered
thinking? God has something to say to the world through me. As I
reflect on my personal story, with whom does God want me to share it?
April 10th Sermon Topic “Get Real!”
Scripture Lessons: I Kings 8:27-34 and Luke 18:1-14
In order for you to pray “I thank you, God, that I am not like other
people.” First, you must ignore all that is going on secretly inside you.
Second, you must construct a false outer mask and then believe in it.
Third, you must not allow yourself to be measured by a standard
other than your own.
April 17th Sermon Topic “It All Starts with God”
Scripture Lessons: Psalm 119:1-20 and Colossians 1:15-19
You were made by God and for God. And until you understand that, life
will never make sense. Character is both developed and revealed by
tests. Living in God’s glory is the greatest achievement you can
accomplish in life
April 24th Sermon Topic “Spiritual Fatigue”
Scripture Lessons: Psalm 46 and Mark 7:14-24
Burning out can happen only to people who have cared deeply and
tried earnestly over a long period of time. It occurs only when people
give far more than they receive over a long period of time. What does
it mean to become spiritually fatigued?

Jim
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APRIL Birthdays
7th Becky Cervenka
10th Joyce Starkey
16th Sarah Hasewinkel
24th Avalyn Jean DeLucio

7th Rev. Jim Ewing (80)
13th Kyle Bright
18th Clara Curry

8th Cole Beanblossom
15th Gail Sanders
20th Martha Randel
27th Sharyn Taylor

APRIL
Anniversaries
1st Scott & Ann Hokanson
6th Roy & Deanna King
6th Lloyd & Nelda Rohrbach
14th Andy & Donna Ricketts
19th Jeremy & Kelli Starkey
30th Shon & Suzanne Hough

The following new prayers.
Leonard Alexander
Joshua Barrows, Jr.
Holly Cole
Lana Funkhouser
Sharlene Grizzle
Chuck Hamerin
Gracelyn Joy Hough
Mark Hancock
David Jones
Britney Maker
Delaine Davis
Joy Meyer
Mary Jean Ottinger
Joe Hayden
Mildred (Mid) Noble
Jon Peterson’s son….
Sue Richmond
Charles Schooler
Linda Stum
Emily Staser
Jane Taylor
Baby Jackson - Mindy’s
Madeline Wallace

Phyllis Bakeis
Gene & Dodie Bear
Delaine Davis
Mary Ann Florini
Joe Hayden
Shannon Hamerin

Charles & Louise Hoagland

Dustin Hudson
Maxine Lamar
Deanna & Roy King
Vic & Dawn Lebel
David Milliner
Arlene Nichols
Myra Johnson….
Norma Patton
Rodney Peterson
Cheryl Schooler
Jane Shubat
Ann Stum
Emma Lew Stantz
Danielle Tooley
Grandson (Ruth Harmon’s

Jessica & Joshua Barrows

Mary Clayton
Jordan DiSanti
Tim Heck….
(Andy Ricketts’ Brother)
Todd Hamilton
Deborah Horn
Jim Kirby
Adeline Leslie
Jason McElwain
Margaret Mayflower
Rev. Chester Mayflower
David Nichols
(Overman’s Niece)

Wayne Patton
Mabel Ann Pavey
Aaron Shipley
Infant Jensen Siebert
Harry ‘Bing’ Stum
Brenda Taylor
Chuck Vogt
Co-worker)
Sherri (Kathy’s friend)

Prayers for the Graves family at the passing of Jay Graves.
Prayers for the Kester family at the passing of wife and mother Janet L. Kester.

Pray for our troops, near
and far; persecuted
Christians everywhere;
people in hospitals and
nursing homes; and those
who suffer from conflicts
around the world including
terrorism. Pray for those
with unspoken requests.
Pray for our protectors and
for victims of crimes.
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Synopsis of Rev. Miller’s Sermon

2/21/2016

“Forgiveness and Promise”
Psalm 51:1-9
Luke 23:23-43
Valuable lessons can be learned from the foot of the cross. Particularly
by listening to the words Jesus spoke while dying.
First: “Father, forgive them: for they know not what they do.”
Second: “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.”
Third: “Woman, behold thy son! …Behold thy Mother.”
Fourth: “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken me?”
Fifth: “I thirst.”
Sixth: “It is finished.”
Seventh: “Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit.”
Jesus was suffering on the cross, but His mind was centered on those who were responsible for His being
there. His heart was not filled with hatred, anger, or bitterness. His feeling for people, even those who
despised Him, remained loving and kind. This was consistent with what He proclaimed throughout His
ministry – “Love your enemies.”
He spoke the words “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” Exactly who is Jesus asking to be
forgiven? He could have been thinking of the soldiers or He could have also been referring to everyone
involved in bringing all this about. That includes King Herod, Pilate and Judas Iscariot. Our sins are not as
hideous as these, but does our selfishness cause other people to be hurt? Are we so busy “playing king” that
we cannot recognize the “King of Kings” when He walks into our presence? We can learn from Pilate that
simply ignoring our problems does not work. Not choosing is a choice.
Judas was high on the list Jesus wanted God to forgive. This is a difficult concept for us to get our minds and
hearts around: forgiving when it hurts the most. Jesus was speaking to his Father, God. He was speaking
about how mankind was responding to the message God wanted all to hear: the message of love and peace:
mercy and grace. He was not planning how mankind must suffer and pay for their actions. There is no anger
or revenge from the mouth of Jesus. He wanted all those responsible for His death to be forgiven by His
Father.
Jesus said “today you will be with me in paradise”. These spoken words are at the heart of our Christian
faith. It is a word of promise. Within the Christian faith there are a variety of definitions of Paradise and/or
Heaven. God in His wisdom has withheld from mankind the reality of time and space; therefore, we use the
word eternity. Paradise is whenever and wherever we are with Jesus.
Dear Father, thank you for your forgiveness and promise of a place to be with you forever.

Would you walk in the way that the blessed have trod?
Would you travel the road to the mansion of God?
Would you travel the road to a sad heart’s release?
Would you go by the way to the valley of peace?
To cover from vision the picture of woe –
Where love paid the price for our sin long ago…

It leads by the foot of the cross.
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TASK FORCE REPORT

It has been over a year since the start of the Salem 2015 Task Force, and with the Task Force
winding down, it is a good time to review changes made for Salem United Methodist Church as a
result of suggestions and comments from our meetings and church-wide survey. The Task Force
evolved into five committees, and these committees reviewed each suggestion received from the
open meetings and/or survey by our congregation. Each suggestion was reviewed, some quickly
implemented, and others moved to the appropriate Salem committees for additional review.
Listed below are some of the results of suggestions that have taken effect since the Task Force
began.
Task Force Items Implemented in 2015/2016

















Greeter - initially Larry Randel, Board approved written procedures for greeters 1/18/16.
Ushers – reviewed by head usher Jim Washburn, Board approved written procedures
1/18/16.
Morning Announcements – Board has approved procedures for announcements 1/18/16.
Suggestion box – a permanent suggestion box is in the entry to the church, thanks to Mary
Hamerin’s husband, Chuck. The suggestion box is open and checked frequently.
List of current committees – there is a list of current committees in the entry.
Worship Committee developed survey and reported back to the Board.
o Confirmed current service overwhelmingly
o Traditional Service
o 9:15 a.m. Start Time
o Sunday School, as is.
Children’s Task Force invited to merge into Youth Committee.
Facilities Task Force invited to merge into Trustee’s meetings.
New Photo Directory Booklet suggested by survey. This is in progress and takes the place of
pictorial boards mocked up to help identify attendees…boards will not be completed.
Youth Car Wash – May 2015
Youth Summer Trip – Holiday World in July 2015
Prayer list – the weekly bulletin list is updated weekly, and other requests and our extended
list are in the Scribbles and on the church website.
Continue and expand Children’s Ministry – this has grown in recent years and the Youth
Committee is adding events like cookie making and the youth bake sale.
Visit nursing homes, shut-ins – caroled at Christmas with youth, many at Salem are very active
individually.
Visitor attendance/information booklet passed each Sunday; follow up with newcomers /
guests implemented if an address/email/phone number are given. Follow up letters are sent
on Salem notecard when addresses are given.

The Task Force would encourage any individuals with suggestions or interest in any of the
committees to attend meetings. All committee meetings (including Trustee meetings and
Administrative Board meetings) are open, and questions or ideas can be discussed at any meeting.
The Task Force would like to thank so many people for their participating in reviewing Salem and
offering suggestions on how to improve our church. Starting with the two meetings with all
interested congregation members to the individual committees who met often to review every
suggestion, we appreciate everyone’s help to make Salem better. Please continue with your ideas
by presenting them to individual committees or Board members.

Bill Butler

Tim Ottinger

Virginia Crose

Paula Overman

Natalie Kruger
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MANY THANKS TO…
 Our generous March Fellowship providers – Charlie Noble, Ben Pauley,
Mike & Jill Hampton, and Larry & Martha Randel.
 March Nursery volunteer – Reece Butler.
 March Enlightening Acolytes – Sydney, Brandon,
Alina, Nick, Rebecca, Austin & Ruth.
 Charlie Noble & Tina Hand for their inspiring
Prelude songs during Lent.
 Salem Choir, Piano Accompanist Tina Hand
Director David Nolan for special music provided to
Salem Church. Musical benediction “Alleluia”
written by Larry Gatlin was beautiful. Thanks to
Carol Tucker, Susan’s mom, for singing with choir
a few weeks ago.
 ALL who helped with Salem’s Annual Spring clean:
Larry Randel, Kathy Mehlhop, Bob Overman, Ben Pauley
Marie Urick, Virginia Crose, Scott Kruger & son Brandon
who is “mighty with the leaf blower.”

 Bob Overman for his March Children’s Sermon along with all of Paula Overman’s too.
 Sydney for winning the drawing for “First Sunday of the Month Award” given to children who
enter their name each Sunday they attend Salem Church and Sunday School.
 Paula Overman, egg hunt coordinator, and ALL who helped/donated in any way: Easter egg
baskets, candy, quarters for filling eggs, cash for prizes and gifts. Susan Ottinger and Danean
Thatcher for working with youth on stuffing eggs with candy, baking and decorating cookies.
 Pastor Miller for bringing all of Salem together with the Maundy Thursday Service reflecting on
the reverence of Holy Week.
 UMW, coordinated by Judy Washburn, for putting together Easter Baskets and delivering them
to shut-ins.
 Bob Overman & Helpers for setting up, cooking and serving the Easter Breakfast. Delicious!!
 Judy Washburn for overseeing the purchase and management of the Easter Lilies for Easter
Sunday which so beautifies Salem sanctuary.
 Paula Overman, coordinator, Bob Overman for sharing his testimony, and ALL who participated
in Salem Sunrise Service making it a joyous experience.
 Rev. Miller and ALL who participated in Salem’s Easter Service. Christ is Risen!
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INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES
CONGRATULATIONS TO ERIC PETERSON

PASTOR-PARRISH UPDATE

Eric Peterson, son of Brian and Laura Peterson
and grandson of Jon Peterson, won the
Governors Volunteer of the Year Award for
Hamilton County in Tennessee. He received
his award in Nashville on February 28th.

Do you know we have a committee that is the
official liaison between the congregation and
the Pastor? This group serves you, the
congregation, and the pastor. We're excited to
share that Rev. Miller has agreed to serve
Salem Church another year from June 1, 2016
to May 30, 2017. During his regular time off in
July, January and February, we'll host guest
ministers - some of whom may become
pastoral candidates if/when the time comes
that Jim would like to retire. While the
committee may make suggestions, the ultimate
selection of any future Pastor is by
appointment from the District Superintendent.
Should you have an idea, concern or
suggestion, don't hesitate to reach out to Chair,
Nathan Hand at 317-840-0730 or
at nathan.e.hand@gmail.com or contact any
other committee member Bill Butler, Becky
Cervenka or Ann Hamilton. All meetings and
communications with and within the
committee are kept entirely confidential.

Eric volunteers in two ways. The first is at the
Samaritan Center which is run by a church. It
acts as a good will store but all money is kept
in the county and given back to people in
need. Eric volunteers about 800 hours a
year. He also feeds the homeless every
Saturday in downtown Chattanooga through
‘Whatever it takes Ministry.’ Due to Eric’s
challenges (he has seizures), employment isn’t
a real possibility, but he has always wanted to
get out and help. These two ministries have
become a great community where Eric has
friends and is able to help those in need. His
heart shows us every day how blessed we are
with Eric in our family.

CAMP NEWS
2016 Summer Camp season will be upon
us soon. If you register on-line for one of
the approved church camps, please check
with me to obtain the I-cash code so
Salem Church receives the discount.
Thanks.

Marie Urick,
Camp Coordinator
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INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES (continued)
UMW NEWS
Salem UMW assembled and delivered 25
Easter Baskets to Salem friends and shutins. We are now planning our Mother’s Day
Celebration for Friday, May 7th.
The pitch-in meal will begin
at 6:30 p.m. followed by
entertainment in the Sanctuary. ‘Gals of all
ages’ are invited to the meal…and everyone
(men, kids, ladies) are invited to enjoy this
year’s musical entertainment which will begin
at approximately 7:30 p.m.

Judy Washburn, UMW President
THE EIGHT BEATITUDES OF JESUS
"Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they who mourn,
for they shall be comforted.

DATES ARE SET FOR SALEM
CHURCH DIRECTORY PHOTO SHOOT!
Friday and Saturday – April 15th and 16th!
SIGN UP NOW…on March 27th, April 3rd or April
10th at Salem Church. OR you may sign up for
your photo time slot on-line. Go to www.Friendly
CountryChurch.org and look under the NEWS tab.
IF YOU already know you aren’t available on
either of these two days please let us know
ASAP. We can work with Universal to find other
available photo shoot date / location for you to
get your photo taken for our Salem Photo
Directory!
Each family photographed (even a family of one)
will receive a free 8 x 10 photo!

Kathy Mehlhop – Natalie Kruger – Martha Randel
Salem Church Photo Directory Committee

Blessed are the meek,
for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall obtain mercy.
Blessed are the pure of heart,
for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called children of God.

CLIP BOARDS
Thank you for your patience using
clipboards for sign-ups for various
Salem Church needs. A better system
hasn’t been developed…so the clip
boards still live!

Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."
Gospel of St. Matthew 5:3-10

FELLOWSHIP
Crose Family

Kruger Family
Ricketts Family
Volunteer Needed

NURSERY
April 3 Susan Ottinger
April 10 Reece Butler
April 17 Volunteer Needed
April 24 Volunteer Needed

GREETER
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

ACOLYTES
4/3
4/10
4/17

4/24

Volunteers Needed
Volunteers Needed
Volunteers Needed
Volunteers Needed

Salem United Methodist Church
6701 South 775 East (South on Kissel Road/800E)
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve.

Small enough to care.

PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND THE MOTHER’S CELEBRATION
PITCH-IN AND ENTERTAINMENT – MAY 7TH AT 6:30 P.M.

