Salem Scribbles
January 2018
Salem United Methodist Church
Pastor Gina Kirkland 765-274-5087 Cell 765-274-9874
Gina.Kirkland@inumc.org

UPCOMING EVENTS

January 1, 2018 – HAPPY NEW YEAR
2018 – Service of Holy Communion will
usually be held the first Sunday of each month
unless there is a need for a schedule change.

Jan – Missions Meeting TBA
Jan 6th – Epiphany (Magi visit to Christ Child)
Jan 7th – “Unhanging of the Greens”
Jan 9th – Trustee Meeting 6:30 pm
Jan 10th – Choir Practice 6:30 pm
Jan 15th – Administrative Board Mtg 7 pm
Jan 21st – Devotional paragraphs expressing
your love for Christ’s sacrifice for us—
send to Pastor Gina
Feb 3rd – 6th Annual Rummage Sale
Watch and listen for more details
announced during Community Time
and via Salem UMC Notification Emails.

Feb 6th – Monthly Missions Mtg 6:30 pm
Feb 13th – Shrove Tuesday
Feb 14th – Ash Wednesday
{Lent is 2/14/2018 until 3/31/2018}

Feb 17th – Annual Chili Super 4 – 7 pm
(Natalie Kruger, Chair)

PASTOR’S PEN
To My Awesome Church Family,
Happy New Year!! Welcome to 2018!!! I hope and pray that you
and your family had a safe and meaningful Christmas. I have
prayed for all of you, but especially for those who have lost loved
ones this past year(s) and/or may be going through health and/or
relationship changes. May 2018 find you ready to worship and
serve our Risen Lord in Truth and Spirit.
Before I get into my note for this month, I want to sincerely thank
you all for the awesome Christmas sentiments and expressions of
your love and appreciation. I have never in my twenty plus years
of pastoral ministry experienced such love. My family also
appreciates the warmth and caring of this awesome congregation.
There is much ahead of us during 2018, and I will try to keep you
all informed as we move through this year. I am looking forward
to several things such as Confirmation Class for those young
people who are ten years of age or older. I will be sending around
an interest clipboard so I will know for how many confirmands to
plan. I am looking forward to a new Bible Study on the book of
Revelation to begin in February (more info to come). I’m excited
about several of our church leadership going with me to “The
Effective Small Church” workshop on Saturday January 13th from
9:30 a.m. to 12 noon at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in
Kokomo. This meeting is for pastors and laity. This workshop will
present an opportunity for the participants to understand the
importance and benefit of aligning Mission and Vision. This
workshop will also introduce the participants to other tools that
will assist congregations in moving from a maintenance to a
missional mindset. One of the tools that will be introduced is the
Impact process which is a process that was developed specifically
for the smaller congregation.
I hope each family received at least one of the Advent Devotional
books and were able to witness firsthand the power of when a
church family spend common time
together daily. I would like to do
the same thing for the Lenten
season, but this time having

May God bless you as you ponder His gifts of
Grace during the past year and the promise of
His presence throughout 2018.

(Continued on Page 3)

In the love of Christ,
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3rd Doug Taylor
4th Rayne Colvert
7th Ruth Markland
10th Carole Tucker
11th Bill Walker
12th Ken Haselby
12th Bill Stagg
13th Martha Graves

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
13th Joseph Lamar
23rd Colt Crose
14th Ben Pauley
27th Mike Hampton
16th Brooke Hamerin
27th Kathy Houx
17th Rhonda Shipley
27th Justin Ottinger
19th Dorothy ‘Dottie’ Bear 28th Olive Wade
19th Scott Kruger
29th Dominic Lizama
20th Lisa Shipley
30th Andrew Sharp (1 yr)
21st Laine Butler
31st Pam Hill-Gibson

JANUARY ANNIVERSARY
13th Bill & Sharon Walker

THE FOLLOWING NEED PRAYERS
Adam
Addie (7-year-old)
Madeline Anderson
Alex Anzeveno
Aunt Nancy
Ken Beatty
Nick Behymer
Benjamin (7-year-old)
Dan Boutwell
Carolyn & Anna
Chuck
Joyce Cunningham
Bob Curry
Marge Curry
Andy's friend Danny
Alta Davis
Bonnie Davis
Delaine Davis
Linda Lou Dawson
Debbie
Elaine Dupler
Rosemary Endres
Lisa Flynn
Carole Foley
Susan Funke
Dale Funkhouser
Lana Funkhouser
Heather Gallagher
Terrenzo Grinston, Sr.

Sharlene Grizzle
Chuck Hamerin
O Hamilton
Mark Hancock
Rush & Ruth Harmon
Joe Hayden
Charles Hoagland
Louise Hoagland
Infant Tucker
Baby Jackson
Cindy Jansen
David Jones
Deanna King
Gina Kirkland
Reginald Kirkland
Maxine Lamar
Patsy Livengood
Mike Maguire
Britney Maker
Jane Martin
Ashley Medaris
Bob Miller
Rev. Jim Miller
Nancy Miller
Beverly Moore
Steve Moore
Arlene Nichols
David Nichols
Mildred (Mid) Noble

Mary Jean Ottinger
Samantha Overman
Tom Overman
Ilene Parker
Norma Patton
Rev. Wayne Patton
Rodney Peterson
Jason Picking
Alex Porter
Preston
Rev. Tom Ressler
Ellen Rusk
Karla Santiago
Shaunasee
Infant Jensen Siebert

Charles Stant
Marvin Starkey
Carl Stewart
Esther Stonecipher
Ann & Bing Stum
Mike Sulfridge
Liz Meeks Taylor
Jane Taylor
Danny Thomas
Olive Wade
Nick Whitaker
Shea Wiedner
Lee Wilson
Karen (Stultz) Wyatt

Pray for Alex Anzeveno who was
recently deployed to Afghanistan.
Pray for our troops, near and far;
persecuted Christians everywhere; people in hospitals and
nursing homes; and those who
suffer from conflicts around the
world including terrorism. Pray for
victims of natural disasters. Pray
for Coptic Christians and for
victims of recent church fires and
wildfires. Pray for those with
unspoken requests. Pray for our
local first responders, EMS,
medical teams, fire fighters and
police who give immediate help
for those in need. Pray for our
protectors, border patrol officers,
security guards, and for victims of
crimes. Pray for our country and
the world. And do continue to
pray for “Old Man Cline!”
{All Mankind}

(Apologies for misspelling of any names…the Editor.)
To update information for prayer list, please contact Martha at SiSRandel@gmail.com

Prayers for the family of Nancy Chapman with her passing on December 31st. Nancy was a long-time friend of Betty Forthum.
Prayers for all veterans, souls deceased or with us still, and for 1.3 million troops on active duty including over 200,000 that are
stationed around the world.
Prayers for police and border patrol officers who are being killed, and for their families as they endure this loss.

“The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart.” Psalm 34:18
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ASK THE PASTOR

Dear Pastor Gina,
I read last month that you are leading a Confirmation class for Salem UMC’s youth. What exactly
does that entail? What does that mean for adults who want to become members of Salem UMC?
Sincerely, A Probable Confirmand Parent
Dear Probable Confirmand Parent,
Many lifelong United Methodists have fond memories of their confirmation class. They remember how they met with
a group of their peers, some adult leaders, and their pastor. They remember gathering weekly in the church basement,
during a youth Sunday school class, or maybe for a weekend retreat at a campground. When the classes were
completed, the confirmands then stand before their congregation where the pastor and others put their hands on them
while a blessing is said. Some then received a special lunch or a gift from the church.
Confirmation is not a sacrament in The United Methodist Church, but it is an important step in our spiritual journeys.
Many of our children/youth have been baptized as infants and as they mature in their faith, Confirmation is an
opportunity to learn about and respond to the Grace of God available to us, as acknowledged in baptism, and to promise
to live as a person of faith. What God offers us must be accepted in repentance and faith. Confirmation and
reaffirmation are our responses of commitment, profession of faith, and rededication.
Confirmands will meet with me and other members of Salem UMC for six weeks to learn more about what our faith is
and how we each fit into the Kingdom of God. There may be a couple of field trips included for us to actually see the
differences in our denomination with others. We will learn about who we are as Methodists and will be able to make an
informed decision for ourselves as to how we want to progress with our intentional faith development.
Adults who want to join Salem United Methodist Church need to let your pastor know in person or by the weekly sign-in
sheets. Depending upon whether one is transferring from another United Methodist Church or not, we will make sure
all have experienced the three weeks becoming United Methodist Class which will be held on Sunday afternoons in
February or March facilitated by Pastor Gina. If there are any other questions, please contact PG.
Much love, Pastor Gina (aka PG)

(Pastor’s Pen continued from Page 1)

most of the devotionals from the congregation expressing your love for Christ’s sacrifice for us. Please if you can find
the time, I would appreciate it greatly if you can submit a devotional paragraph to me via email or personally handed
to me by Sunday, January 21st. The publication will be available for Salem UMC Congregation by February 11th in
preparation of Ash Wednesday on February 14th.
I simply can’t wait to see what the Lord has in store for us in this New Year which will be full of opportunities to share
God’s love with those who are not familiar with its grace-filled simplicity. We as the people of Salem UMC have so much
for which to be thankful and look forward to with the leading of God’s Holy Spirit. Look out Zionsville, Whitestown and
Boone County! Some equipped followers of Jesus Christ are about to blind you with the Light of Christ!!!
The Kirkland family wishes each of you a very prosperous, safe and happy new year. I hope and pray that you know how
‘exceptionally fond’ of each of you I am. Thank you all very much for everything you do to make me feel accepted,
respected, supported and loved as your pastor. I sincerely love all of you!!!! With all of the things changing for my
husband Reggie health-wise, I will continue to try as hard as I humanly can to be the pastor Salem UMC needs and
deserves. As a reminder, if anyone would like or needs to contact me, I want to make sure you have my contact
information. I do accept text, email and Facebook messages. In the love of Christ, Pastor Gina
765-274-9874 Cell
Gina.Kirkland@inumc.org
765-274-5087 Home
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INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES

THANK YOU, PG AND MARIE
Board Chair Ben Pauley presented Pastor Gina
and Marie Urick with thank you gifts from
Salem UMC for all they do for our church. A
big round of applause was given them by the
congregation for their dedicated service.
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SUMMER CAMPS
The Holiday season is barely over – but still, it
is time to start thinking about Summer Camp
for your child(ren). For 2018 details, see
Marie Urick317-769-6331.

NEW APARTMENT #
Small update to
Rev. Wayne & Norma Patton’s address:
Stratford Place, 2460 Glebe Street, Apt #170
Carmel, IN 46032

6th ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE
February 3, 2018
Clean out and pack up those items you can
donate to our upcoming rummage sale! We
need LOTS of STUFF! Large items are also
welcome. If they need to be picked up,
contact Eric Hand at 317-873-5669. Profits
from the sale benefit Salem UMC Missions
and Outreach. Unsold items are given to
Love, INC (In the Name of Christ). Detailed
information will follow soon.

ANNUAL CHILI SUPPER
Watch for details coming soon from Chair
Natalie Kruger. There will be lots of
opportunities for everyone to be involved
with this event.
Save the Date – Saturday, February 17th.

THANKS, BOB
A hearty thank you to
Bob Overman for his
dedication as Worship
Leader (as well as
handling the public
address system). Also
for preparing our weekly
Sunday Bulletins
(assisted by Paula).

MUSEUM of the BIBLE
Washington, DC Tour
S.A.M.’S of Zionsville UMC – Ramona Paulsrud
317-769-3705 is coordinating this April 19-23,
2018 trip. For more information, see the flyer in
the foyer or call Ramona Paulsrud.
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INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES (continued)
ANNUAL YOUTH CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

BELL CHOIR LED BY VIOLET THOMAS

MASON
Technical Director & Editor
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INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES (continued)
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MANY THANKS TO…
 December generous refreshments providers – Marshall & Starr Starkey, Chalmer & Virginia Crose,
Andy & Donna Ricketts, the Butler Family, and the Ottinger Family
 Our shining acolytes – Ruth, Haven, Brandon, Sydney, Rebecca & Kaitlyn
 December greeter – Marie Urick
 Martha Randel for taking photos of Veterans with their spouses on Veteran’s Sunday at Salem UMC, and
then giving them a copy for framing.

 Reece Butler and Abby Masquelier for their beautiful medley of songs on the first
Sunday of Advent.
 Judy Washburn for presenting the Children’s Messages for Advent.
 Charlie Noble on his euphonium and Tina Hand for prelude music and the Salem UMC
Choir for their special music during the Advent/Christmas Season. Also – a big welcome to
our three new choir members!!

Kaitlyn, Rebecca & Sydney

 Judy Washburn for coordinating poinsettia project and ALL who purchased them which so beautifies our altar.
 Abigail Acosta for providing heavenly harp music during Salem UMC Christmas Eve Service. Her husband,
Javier, played the flute along with harp and organ during the singing of our hymns.
 UMW for coordinating the Christmas Cheer Bags and ALL who donated items. Also to those who delivered the
cheer bags filled with lots of goodies.
 Pastor Gina for presenting the Bible study on the book and movie “The Shack” which broadened attendees’
understanding of the many places God may appear to us.
 Susan Ottinger for organizing December’s Blood Draw.
 Marshall and Jeremy Starkey for setting up/removing the altar stage for December activities at Salem UMC.
 EVERYONE who provided pictures of December activities for our church newsletter.

FELLOWSHIP
Nancy Thayer
Volunteer Needed
Lisa Shipley
Volunteer Needed

NURSERY
Jan 7
Jan 14
Jan 21
Jan 28

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

GREETER(S)
Marie Urick
Marie Urick
Marie Urick
Marie Urick

ACOLYTES
1/7
1/14
1/21
1/28

Volunteers Needed
Volunteers Needed
Volunteers Needed
Volunteers Needed
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INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES (continued)
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Many Thanks To continued…










 The Hanging of the Greens Committee led by Virginia Crose and EVERYONE who helped
with the Hanging of the Greens before Advent as well as the Unhanging of the Greens on
January 7th. It’s a fun activity as we beautify our church in honor of the Birth of Baby Jesus.
Several members who assisted Martha Randel with the annual review of our Prayer List.
Tim Ottinger for populating 2018 calendar of events to the website calendar.
Communications Team for sending December 31st church closing notification: Email by Martha Randel; phone
calls by Tina Hand, Danelle Butler & Kathy Mehlhop; and TV Stations submissions by Tim Ottinger. (Channel 13
does great listing job!)
Pastor Gina and participating Salem UMC friends for putting together a gift for Salem UMC – “Awaiting Baby
Jesus Advent Devotions 2017 Salem UMC.” Dr. Reginald Kirkland had some good reads and Khamiya had some
great drawings.
Paula Overman & Youth Ministries Department for giving a Family Advent Booklet to each youth, plus a
Christmas Caroling book-and for providing the Adult Advent Booklet of daily devotions as an Outreach Program.
Coordinator Danean Overman, Salem UMC youth, teachers, parents for a three-month investment of time and
effort involving weekly teachings and messages for the preparation of the Advent Season and the annual Youth
Christmas Program. Students were encouraged to do research and write the program/their own script. Current
technology was used with the aid of Mason Cruz. What a wonderful effort in monitoring our Youth and what a
wonderful pageant was presented due to all of these efforts. {A video CD will be available soon for Salem UMC.}

O Come Let Us Adore Him

 Mike & Jill Hampton’s fun-filled ski trip
with no ‘break a leg’ stories. Back home
safe and sound!
 God’s other ‘sun’ which plays a role with
the supermoon on January 1st as well with
solar eclipses!! Watch the skies in 2018
for more supermoons and solar eclipses!

 Congratulations to 5th grader Austin
Lizama on his selection to play three roles
{Archie Ames, young George Bailey, and
adult George Bailey’s son, Pete} in the
Zionsville Little Theatre Company
presentation of “It’s a wonderful Life –
A Live Radio Play.”

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given…
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,
The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace.
~~Isaiah 9:6

Salem United Methodist Church
6701 South 775 East (South on Kissel Road/800E)
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve.

Small enough to care.

JANUARY 2018

SALEM UMC 6th ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE
Saturday, February 3, 2018

ANNUAL CHILI SUPPER
Saturday, February 17, 2018

