Salem Scribbles
January 2014
Salem United Methodist Church
Minister: Rev. Jim Miller 578-4203
Cell – 450-1461

Coming Events
Jan 5th – Taking Down the Greens
Jan 12th – Leadership Training at
St. Mark’s UMC in Carmel
2 – 5 p.m. (see Virginia Crose)
Jan 14th – Trustee Mtg 6:30 p.m.
Jan 15th – Missions Mtg 7 p.m.
Jan 20th – Administrative Board
Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Jan 23rd & 30th – Choir Practice
DONATION DROP OFF TIMES for
Rummage Sale
1) Sunday, Jan. 26th after church
10:30 am—12:00 pm
2) Wed., Jan. 29th 3pm - 8pm
3) Saturday, Feb. 1st 8am - 9am
Feb 1st – The 2nd Annual Salem Indoor
Rummage Sale (see flyer)

Feb 15th – Salem Chili Supper
The approved 2014 Church Calendar,
updated Membership List, and 2014
Board Officers, Trustees & Committee
Chairs/Members are available in the
foyer. Please refer to the church
website for all calendar events.

Pastor’s Pen
“If you get where you are going, where will you be?” That is a good
question to consider at this time of the year. On December 31st,
where will you be in the history of your life? You may have more to
say about that than you might want to admit.
A man boarded a bus, fully intending to go to Detroit; but at the end
of a long trip, he found himself in Kansas City. On the whole, people
desire good things. We want happiness, maturity and meaning in
our lives. Our intentions are good, but sometimes we catch the
wrong bus.
I hope you don’t wake up on January 1, 2015 asking, “Why am I here
where I am?” The prodigal son didn’t mean to end up eating with
the pigs. He wanted happiness, fulfillment and freedom. Are you
on the right road? Are we all doing the things to ensure that we will
end up at our intended destination?
The best way I know is for us to follow God’s plan for each of our
lives. Then ask yourself this question: “If I get where I am going,
where will I be?” Full involvement in the richness of the Christian
fellowship at Salem Church will go a long way to ensure your
intended destination.
January sermon topics include:
January 5 – Service of Holy Communion
(Communion will be given to shut-ins in the afternoon)
January 12 – “From Fear to Faith”
January 19 – “Anxiety”
January 26 – “Turning Regret into Resolve”

“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the
Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be
as white as snow; though they be red like crimson,
they shall be as wool.”
Isaiah 1:18 KJV
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Birthdays
2nd – Terry Robinson
12th – Ken Haselby
13th – Joseph Lamar
19th – Dorothy Bear
27th – Kathy Houx
29th – Dominic Lizama

7th – Ruth Markland
12th – Bill Stagg
14th – Ben Pauley
21st – Laine Butler
27th – Justin Ottinger

11th – Bill Walker
13th – Martha Graves
19th - Scott Kruger
23rd – Colt Crose
27th – Mike Hampton
31st – Pam Hill-Gibson

Anniversaries
13th – Bill & Sharon Walker

The following need your prayers
Leonard Alexander
Gene & Dodie Bear
Robin Buckmaster
Isabelle Cervenka
Stacy Cornwell
Jim Cunningham
Joyce Cunningham
Jim’s Aunt Ila
Alta Davis
Lew Davis
Delaine Davis
Terry Engledow
Peg Eaton
Lana Funkhouser
Sharlene Grizzle
Mark Hancock
Tim Heck
Chuck Hamerin
Charlie & Louise Hoagland
Paul Hollingsworth
Dustin Hudson
Britney Maker
Arlene & David Nichols
Wayne & Norma Patton
Jon & Linda Peterson
Larry Thatcher
Jimmy Thomas
Preston Thomas
Irene Sprong
Marshall Starkey
Bing Stum
Gary Swope & Raymond Swope, Jr.
Lloyd & Jane Taylor
Krissy Wall
Jill Will
Vic & Dawn Lebel – grandparents of Autumn Hansen
The13
family of Rev. Ivan O. Jenkins for his passing on December 9, 2013.
Rev. Jenkins gave 20 years of service with the U.S. Army and is a retired
Methodist Minister, most recently having served at the Thorntown United
Methodist Church.
Nelson Mandela, former President of South Africa and Nobel Peace Prize
recipient, who recently passed. “Difficulties break some men but make
others.” “It always seems impossible until it’s done.” “A good head and a
good heart are always a formidable {daunting} combination.”

Pray for our troops, near
and afar; persecuted
Christians everywhere;
people in hospitals and
nursing homes; and
those who suffer from
conflicts around the
world. Special thoughts
and prayers for
Garrett Baston, Marine
Randy Bowlen, and Pvt.
Logan King who recently
joined the National
Guard, as well as
Garrett Houx and Capt
Tom Wilson {recently
retired} who are all now
stateside.

Scribbles

Page 3
Tim's January Report

"Amazing Grace. How very sweet thou art." (Grās), the free and unmerited favor of God, as manifested in the
salvation of sinners and the bestowal of blessings. I hope you and yours felt touched by God's silent grace during
these last few weeks. Silence is the key word here. Escaping the hustle and bustle that can overtake us at
Christmas and replace it with quiet, peaceful times to reflect on our many blessings and what is yet to come by
our Lord and Savior.
May the best of the coming year bring you health, happiness and maybe not all you want, but certainly all you
need.
December 15th Youth Program
Oh my. Bravo! Bravo! Once again, the level of heart-felt enjoyment and fun in our annual Youth Christmas
Program kicked up a notch this year once again under the excellent direction of our own Sharon Walker. Thank
you to all the children who participated, parents who make these precious beings part of our church family, the
112-some who were in attendance that Sunday, the Overmans' et al. for sound, Dominic for videoing, Marshall for
the stage, and many, many folks too many to mention. God bless you and thank you all!
Christmas Eve Service
Once again, Salem showed its subtle, but heartfelt beauty in the candlelit service on Christmas Eve. We're so
pleased this is now a solid annual event enjoyed my many.
Keep Tabs on Our Own
Winter weather brings difficulty for some in getting to church, or just getting out. Let's remember to keep in touch
among us who may find it difficult to get to church or even the store to buy necessities. If someone needs help, a
ride somewhere or church give myself or Eric Hand a call; we have a lot of able bodies in our church family. Eric at
317-873-5669 or Tim Ottinger at 310-614-0635.
Make it a great 2014 with all your wishes and blessings to come true!

Tim

UMW NEWS…The ladies of UMW enjoyed a lovely pitch-in luncheon at their December meeting. After
the meeting, boxes were filled with goodies to be sent to each cottage at The United Methodist
Children’s Home in Lebanon. These goodies will be used for Christmas Eve parties for the children.
Thanks to Paula Overman for chairing this project.
Thank you to all who contributed goodies for our Christmas Cheer Bags and to those who helped to
deliver the Cheer Bags. Twenty-one bags + were filled and delivered to our shut-ins. Also, our total
giving to Fletcher Place was $1,269.00. Items were delivered by the Hamiltons and Washburns.
UMW will not meet in January or February of 2014, but we are looking forward to a wonderful year of
serving our Lord through service to our church and mission giving in 2014. We wish each of you a Very
Happy New Year!

Judy Washburn, UMW President
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Fellowship Volunteers
5th – Volunteers needed
12th – Charlie Noble
19th – Chris Yovanovich
26th – Volunteers needed



















JANUARY

Nursery Volunteers
5th – Volunteers needed
13th – Volunteers needed
20th – Volunteers needed
27th – Volunteers needed

 Fellowship volunteers – Andrew Knotts, Mike & Nancy Thayer, the Hipsky Family,
the Ottinger family and the Butler Family
 Nursery volunteers – Tina Lizama, Danean Thatcher and Susan Ottinger
 Acolytes – Brandon Kruger, Nick Hipsky, Austin Lizama, Alina Hipsky, Rebecca
Ottinger, Grace Lizama and Reece Butler
Director Sharon Walker, teachers, parents and participants for the fabulous Annual
Youth Christmas Program, “Only God can make a Message out of a Mess”… Sound man
Joe Overman, videographer Dominic Lizama, photographer Tina Lizama and stage managers
Danelle & Bill Butler.
To the choir and music department for special music for the Advent Season.
To Laine and Reece Butler for their special song, “O Holy Night” to open Salem’s Advent
Season.
Judy Washburn for her thoughtful Advent lessons during Children’s Time and for organizing
the beautiful and meaningful Christmas Eve Candlelight Service plus her lovely singing of
“Mary Did You Know.” Service participants Larry Randel, Bill Butler, Steve Hipsky, Tim
Ottinger, Virginia Crose, Tina Hand, Marie Urick, Linda Miller and Rev. Jim Miller.
UMW and all who donated items /made deliveries for the Christmas Cheer Bags – and the
Christmas Eve Party Boxes for the Indiana United Methodist Children’s Home.
Charlie Noble, Tina Hand, Virginia Crose, Tim Ottinger & Judy Washburn for your special
songs on Christmas Eve.
To Laine Butler, Reece Butler and Grace Lizama for passing the Christmas Eve ‘candlelight’
and Jeff Ottinger for the special window lighting.
Judy Washburn and Paula Overman for organizing and overseeing the poinsettias for Salem’s
Christmas Season and all who purchased them.
Hanging of the Greens Leaders and Volunteers for beautifying Salem Church for Advent.
To all who joined the choir for Christmas Caroling at Zionsville Meadows and the Taylors.
Bill & Phyllis Bakeis for opening their beautiful home for the post-caroling party
Starr & Marshall Starkey for setting up the stage for the Annual Christmas Program by Salem
Youth and then its removal in time for other Christmas Services
To the 30+ Amazon Wrapping Project Volunteers and coordinator Steve Hipsky (along with
Martha Randel) for organizing our first and success effort for this Youth Camp Fundraiser.
Pastor Jim Miller for his interesting and informative sermon series during Advent.
And a very special thank you to everyone who attended, learned,
enjoyed, prayed, helped and participated in any way during
December at Salem Church. How wonderful it is to celebrate
our Savior’s Birth.
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Synopsis of Rev Miller’s Sermon

November 17, 2013

“Gone Fishing”
Psalm 37:1-7 and Luke 5:1-11
Luke 5:10 “Jesus replied, “Don’t be afraid! From now on you’ll be fishing
for the souls of men.” “ We are all called to be fishers of men,
not just keepers of the aquarium. Don’t be afraid.”
I have a feeling these fishermen realized that something big had just happened and that
something important was about to happen. When Jesus asked them to go with Him, they
could not resist. This would mean up-ending their lives, leaving their comfort zone and not
knowing what was ahead of them. Knowing this, Jesus told them “Don’t be afraid!” Those
words pop up over and over again throughout the New Testament.
Think about fear; particularly our fear of failure which rules over all our actions and
decisions. We all do things or don’t do things in order to avoid failure. The fear of failure
needs to be addressed. It is not easy to do but it is well worth our time and effort. And Jesus
told us how. Follow His two commandments, “Love the Lord with all your heart, strength and
might and love your neighbor as yourself.” The closer you follow these commandments, the
more it changes you. You will become a new person; one that is loving, and people are able
to see Christ in you.
We may not like failure, but God can use it to make us into successes beyond our wildest
dreams. God can use failures because we are going down the wrong road or doing the wrong
things. God sometimes uses failure to stop us in our tracks and sometimes to trim our pride.
James 4:6 states, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” God also uses
failure to help us grow up spiritually.
We all need to go deeper and cast our nets; don’t be afraid,
and God’s grace will reward you. You are destined to win.

Salem Church’s 2014 Board, Trustees and Committee Chairs/Members
have been approved. Lists of 2014 Board Officers/Offices as well as an
up-to-date list of Salem Members (thank you, Marie) and the 2014 Salem
Church Calendar are available in the foyer. If you would like to receive
an electronic copy of 2014 officers, please send your request to:

SiSRandel@gmail.com .
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FEATURED FAMILY
The Dieckman’s
Stacy, Lezlee and daughters
Sophia, Natalie and Abigale
Stacy was born in Lawton, Oklahoma,
where much of his extended family
still lives. He spent most of his
childhood frequently moving to
military bases because of his dad's
service in the Army. Stacy and his
brother, Bill, joined the U.S. Marine
Corps in 1989. After four years of
proudly serving his country, he settled
in at Indiana University.
I (Lezlee) was born and raised in Knightstown, Indiana. Most of my family still lives in and around Indiana.
Stacy and I met as college students who worked at the same restaurant in Bloomington. After a year of
asking, I finally agreed to our first date in 1996. Somehow, we both knew without a doubt on our first
date that we were meant for each other. Three years later we were married.
After the girls were born, we started to seriously contemplate where we wanted to call "home" and raise
our girls. Zionsville was an easy and perfect choice for us. The small-town charm and beautiful farms
combined with fantastic schools are a big component of what we believe will set our girls up to live wellrounded and grounded lives. We were finally able to move our family from Fishers to Zionsville in the
spring of 2009. Once we were settled, we felt incomplete without a church family. Luckily, we used to
live just down the road from Salem Church. We had talked to the girls, who were about 6, 5 and 3 at the
time, about trying out churches in the area. One day, while driving past, Natalie asked when we were
going to go to that church. Her words were echoing my own thoughts. It was the only church she ever
expressed any interest in visiting. It was the only church that looked like the church I attended when I
was younger. Just like our first date, when we attended our first service, we just knew this was our
church home.
With all of the major components now in place, we have been able to slow down and enjoy all of the
large and small moments that are defining our family. Stacy and I love being able to watch our girls
develop their own individual personalities and interests. They inspire us as well. I have recently added
painting to my list of hobbies. I guess I finally listened to one of my own lectures about not being afraid
to try new things! I also love to cook and bake, often trying new flavors and techniques. Stacy has a gift
for repairing anything that breaks down. He has fixed and maintained all of our cars
and appliances like a pro. So far, there has been nothing that he hasn't been able to fix!
We are currently planning our next new adventure and looking for land where
we can start our hobby farm. We know that the perfect piece of land for us will
present itself when the time is right. Until then, we just enjoy how our lives are
evolving here and now.
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AMAZON GIFT WRAPPING PROJECT
I want to extend my heartfelt thank you to the
thirty-plus people who gave of their time to fill
a shift (several worked multiple shifts) at
Amazon wrapping gifts to earn dollars for
Salem’s Youth Summer Camp program. Salem
worked seven shifts and wrapped 2,400
packages, earning $2,000 plus for the Camp
Fund! THANK YOU!
Steve Hipsky
Project
Coordinator

SUMMER CAMPS
Some of the 2014 summer camp information
has been received. Even though it is early in
the year, this information allows you to give
some thought about which camp your
child(ren) may want to attend. As I’ve seen
‘camper parents,’ I’ve given you the
information I have to date. If you haven’t
received this packet as yet, please contact me
at 317-574-3400 or marie@brenwick.com .
Marie Urick
Camp Coordinator

LOOSE CHANGE QUARTERLY GIVING for 2014
1 Quarter Fletcher Place
2nd Quarter Love INC
3rd Quarter Children’s Home (IUMCH)
4th Quarter Caring Center
st

“O HOLY NIGHT”
Laine and Reece Butler opened Salem’s Advent
Season on December 1st by beautifully singing
the beloved Christmas song “O Holy Night” a
cappella no less. This is a wonderful talent –
thank you Laine and Reece.

CHRISTMAS SEASON AT SALEM
I’d like to say I believe this has been one of the
finest Advent Seasons at Salem – one which has
lifted our hearts! From the hanging of the
greens, Christmas caroling, the Christmas Play
directed by Sharon Walker with all the
wonderful performers, special music by the
choir and our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service,
both Linda and I deeply appreciate everyone
who shared all of this in any way. The
dedication of all at Salem is an outstanding
blessing. And this wonderful feeling is not
over…all of this inspires us to move forward
with wonderful and new experiences in 2014.

Jim and Linda
Miller
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Memories from the Salem Youth Christmas Program

“Only God Can Turn a Mess into a Message”

Sophia

Natalie

Bob O. & Steve H.
Sharon Walker

Reece

Grace
Reece

Brandon, Adam & Sydney

Mason, Laine & Aiden
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Rebecca

Ruth

Andy Ricketts

Alina & Austin

Lexi

“The Emcees”
…and the angels sing!

“Joseph & Mary”

“Wolf says
Kiddy-up”

“Getting ready
for the play.”
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Charlie Noble & Tina Hand
playing the Prelude on Dec 22nd.

THE CAST

Judy Washburn teaches about
the Advent Candle.

THE CAST

Advent Candle
Lesson

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Attention Treasure Seekers
Salem 2nd Annual Indoor Rummage Sale Benefiting Salem Missions
WHO: EVERYONE is invited! Community is Welcomed!
WHAT: Friends and family of Salem United Methodist Church kindly donate new
and gently used items…such as clothes, toys, books, games, kitchen, home goods,
garden, furniture and tools. The list of accepted items is endless! This is a perfect
time to clean out a closet or the garage to make room for new/other items. Purge
those treasures and donate your items to the Salem Missions rummage sale.
Then everyone is invited to come SHOP all the donated treasures on
Saturday, February 1, 2014. From 9 a.m. until 2 p.m.
The best part? NO price tags! For all treasures you choose to take home, please
make a tax deductible donation to Salem's Mission fund! It’s a Win Win for everyone!!

WHEN:
Saturday, February 1, 2014 @ 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
WHERE: Salem United Methodist Church, Fellowship Hall

New!

Bake Sale – benefiting youth summer camp
Q&A

When can I drop off donations?
Three convenient options:
1) Sunday, Jan. 26th after church @ 10:30 am -12:00 noon
2) Wednesday, Jan. 29th @ 3pm - 8pm
3) Saturday, Feb. 1st @ 8am - 9am
What if I have a question about items I want to donate?
Salem Missions will accept all new and gently used donated
items, but if you have a question, please do not hesitate to contact
Paula or Tim.
What if there is inclement weather on the day of the sale,
February 1st?
The sale is scheduled regardless of the weather.
No rain date (nor snow date) is planned.

How can I help with Salem Indoor Rummage Sale?
We would love your involvement! Please contact Paula or Tim
to let them know you would like to help!
What happens to the donated items after the sale?
Salem Missions will be donating all of the remaining treasures
to local charities once the sale is complete.
What if the item is too big to bring to Salem?
Bring a photo of the item along with item details such as
description and/or any pertinent measurements. The Missions
Team will display the photo of your item the day of the sale and
will even help transport the item if someone is interested.

Contact Information if you have additional questions
Paula Overman
Tim Ottinger
Phone: 317-852-5220 (h) or 317-445-9597 (c)
Phone: 310-614-0635 (c)
Email: POver5220@aol.com
Email: tjottinger@gmail.com
We hope to see you at the 2nd Annual Salem Indoor Rummage Sale.
THANK YOU for your continued support of Salem Missions.

Salem United Methodist Church
6701 South 775 East
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve; small enough to care.

2013 Drumstick Dash — 17,706 Moved Their Feet So Others Can Eat!
The 11th annual Drumstick Dash on Thanksgiving morning broke the 2012 record as the largest Drumstick Dash yet
as runners, walkers, volunteers, and countless spectators braved the sub-freezing temperatures and flooded the
streets of Broad Ripple to help the homeless.

Thank you 2013 Salem Church participants as well as other members and friends of Salem Church who
donated funds to be given to Wheeler Mission. (Pictured are Lizama’s, Cruz’s, Randel’s & B. Overman.)

Salem Scribbles
February 2014
Salem United Methodist Church
Minister: Rev. Jim Miller 578-4203
Cell – 450-1461

Coming Events

Pastor’s Pen

February 1st – Salem 2nd Annual
Indoor Rummage Sale
9 a.m. until 2 p.m.

We all believe God created us in His image. I also believe that we all have
created an image of God in our own minds. This can be clearly seen when
we believe that God hates all the same people we do.

Feb – Dates To Be Announced
Choir Practices @ 6:30 p.m.

It is my goal, as it is with most ministers, to help you to grow in your
attempt to see God better. I don’t know what may be blurring your vision
of God. It may be greed, selfishness, pride, vanity or maybe you just aren’t
even looking for God. Sometimes, all we need to do is to open our eyes
and our hearts and there He is.

Feb 12th – Mission Team Meeting
at 7:00 p.m.
Feb 15th – Chili Supper 4 – 7 p.m.
March – Spring Cleanup
(See Eric Hand for Information)

March 17th – Administrative Board
Meeting at 7 p.m.

The approved 2014 Church Calendar,
updated Membership List, and 2014
Board Officers, Trustees & Committee
Chairs/Members are available in the
foyer. Please refer to the church
website for all calendar events. (Cary
Cervenka has been named Trustee to
complete that group. Charlie Noble has
been named Member-At-Large.)

During the month of February, the focus of the messages will be on seeing
God in the midst of our life’s experiences.
February 2
“Freedom”
The heartbeat of the gospel is
freedom. Freedom is precious because it is never free. It is something we
don’t think about as much as we ought. Stepping into God’s great free-life,
we discover for the first time what we were meant to be – free. It brings
outrageous joy to life. We see God differently.
Psalm 51:1-12 John 8:31-36
February 9
“Enjoy Every Sandwich”
Life is what happens to us
while we are making other plans. Today is God’s gift to you. This moment,
this place (a hotel, your house, out on the beach), this now is sacred, and
God is there. It is a privilege to wake up and “be here”. When things are
going good, look for God. He is there. When relationships are on a greasy
rail, look for God. He is there. God wills you to savor the sacredness of the
moment.
Psalm 143 Philippians 8:24-29
(Continued on Page 6)

JIM

“Now the Lord is that Spirit; and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is liberty.”
II Corinthians 3:17 KJV
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Birthdays
1st – Travis Stone
9th – Rosemary Shortz
14th – Marshall Starkey
19th - Marvin Starkey
26th – Robert Hough

6th – Natalie Kruger
12th – Eric Davis
15th – Sophia Dieckman
20th – Grace Lizama
27th – Annabelle Butler
28th - Lloyd Rohrbach

6th – Joe Overman
13th – Tina Hand
17th - Linda Peterson
23rd – Jim Washburn
27th – Rev. Wayne Patton

Anniversaries
17th Bob & Paula Overman
22nd John & Chris Hasewinkel

The following need your prayers
Leonard Alexander
Gene & Dodie Bear
Robin Buckmaster
Isabelle Cervenka
Stacy Cornwell
Jim Cunningham
Joyce Cunningham
Jim’s Aunt Ila
Alta Davis
Lew Davis
Delaine Davis
Terry Engledow
Peg Eaton
Lana Funkhouser
Sharlene Grizzle
Mark Hancock
Tim Heck
Chuck Hamerin
Charlie & Louise Hoagland
Paul Hollingsworth
Dustin Hudson
Britney Maker
Arlene & David Nichols
Wayne & Norma Patton
Jon & Linda Peterson
Larry Thatcher
Jimmy Thomas
Preston Thomas
Irene Sprong
Marshall Starkey
Bing Stum
Gary Swope & Raymond Swope, Jr.
Lloyd & Jane Taylor
Krissy Wall
Jill Will
Vic
13& Dawn Lebel – grandparents of Autumn Hansen
To the family and friends of Aletha Phillippi who passed away on
January 4th. Also to the family of Don Veatch and Judy (Schoen) Veatch
who both lost their mothers in the past few weeks. Both Martha
Veatch and Hazel Schoen were recipients of our Christmas Cheer Bags
the past few years, and when healthy, attended our Chicken Noodle
Dinners and UMW Bake Sales.

Pray for our troops, near
and afar; persecuted
Christians everywhere;
people in hospitals and
nursing homes; and
those who suffer from
conflicts around the
world. Special thoughts
and prayers for
Garrett Baston, Marine
Randy Bowlen, and Pvt.
Logan King who recently
joined the National
Guard, as well as
Garrett Houx and Capt
Tom Wilson {recently
retired} who are both
now stateside.
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Tim's February Report

"In like a Lion" was 2014 with substantial snow, cold and another 3”-5" of snow forecasted as I write this.
Winter is winter, you know. It happens every year at this time.
Let the love of God, family and friends warm our hearts during this reflective time of year. Winter and the
changes of the calendar year is a time we think about resolutions for the new year...things we want to do and
accomplish. Do you know Step 1 for achieving any goal is really wanting that goal to happen. Not an "OK if I
do. OK if I don't" attitude but a deliberate commitment to a realistic achievement. "If there's a will, there's a
way" is an old phrase that states it succinctly.
Have You Noticed?
Little by little Salem is blessed with more adults and an average of 15+
children on Sunday mornings. At our January Cluster Meeting we
brainstormed about several ways to grow the church; many in practice
here at Salem.
Now hold your horses... don't get me wrong. None of our Cluster churches
including Salem wants to be a mega-church. But I submit we would like a
near capacity every Sunday that affords more outreach and ministry to a
world, seeming of diminishing Christian morals and beliefs.
Here are a few key elements of growth we discussed.
• Decide We Really, Really Want to Grow - Believe it or not, often the primary barrier to church growth
is desire. If growth is desired then we must commit to the goal and be willing to accept changes. Sounds
like the above comment about New Year resolutions doesn't it? Growth requires unselfishness. Most
likely, some traditions must change in order for the kingdom of God to be advanced.
• Mobilize Members for Ministry – Our congregation has so many talents and many persons are using
those in the community right now in several ways. The more ways we touch people with the Love of
Christ, the more we will see an interest and attraction to our church.
• Plan Big Days – Plan a big day, an event, and yes, our numbers go up. They go back down afterwards,
but perhaps not as far as they were before. Keep doing this and we grow. Christmas and Easter are an
obvious time to concentrate on events but outreaches throughout the year can be fruitful in many
ways. The Christmas Youth Program is a perfect example. We'll discuss this more in our board and
committee meetings.
• Consider Multiple Services or Other Classes/Seminars – I encourage us to seriously start thinking
about it. By offering people a choice of services, you’re effectively putting other hooks in the water for
visitors to see what Salem has to offer.
• Rethink and Improve the Utilization of Our Facilities – Our church building and grounds are our two
biggest capital assets. Are we using them wisely? What happens here Monday through Saturday? I
submit there are additional community programs and activities for which our church may be well
suited.
With the passing of February comes Lent, the early signs of spring and the ‘gloriest’ time of Easter.
Good blessings to you!

Tim
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Fellowship Volunteers
FEBRUARY
Nursery Volunteers
nd
nd
2 – Volunteers needed
2 – Volunteers needed
th
9 – Volunteers needed
9th – Volunteers needed
th
16 – Chili Supper Leftovers
16th – Volunteers needed
23rd – Volunteers needed
23rd – Volunteers needed

o

 Fellowship volunteers – Charlie Noble and Tim & Christine Yovanovich.
 Nursery volunteers – Virginia Crose and Susan Ottinger and all the teachers and
parents who assisted Sharon walker with preparing the youth and nursery
children for the annual Salem Youth Christmas Program.
 Acolytes – Zoey Culbertson, Grace Lizama, Austin Lizama, Rebecca Ottinger,
Sophia Yovanovich and Reece Butler.
 To ALL who donated items to the 2nd Annual Rummage Sale, including our Youth, and to the
Mission Committee who organized the event.
 To the many people who purchased items at the Rummage Sale, the profits from which
supports Salem Mission Projects including Salem Summer Campers.
 To Ann Hamilton, Virginia Crose, Martha Randel, Larry Randel and
Bob Overman for attending the January 12th Leadership Training
at St. Mark’s UMC in Carmel.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU from VIRGINIA CROSE
I’d like to extend my personal thank you to the thirty+ adults and
children who not only helped decorate Salem Church for the Advent
Season, but also stayed after church on Sunday, January 12th to
gently remove all of the items and carefully pack them away for
future use. Thank you so much from the bottom of my heart!

Virginia
SUMMER CAMPS
Some of the 2014 summer camp information has been received. Even though it is early
in the year, this information allows you to give some thought about which camp your
child(ren) may want to attend. As I’ve seen ‘camper parents,’ I’ve given you the
information I have to date. If you haven’t received this packet as yet, please contact me
at 317-574-3400 or marie@brenwick.com .
Marie Urick
Camp Coordinator
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Synopsis of Rev Miller’s Sermon

December 29, 2013

“What’s New?”
Jonah 4:1-11

II Corinthians 5:16-21

II Corinthians 5:17 “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
Everything old has passed away: see, everything has become new.”
We all have awakened to a New Year 2014. For me, New Year’s Day is the
third most favorite day of the year Easter Sunday is first, Christmas Day
is second and New Year’s Day is third. What is significant for me is that it
represents an opportunity to stop and take inventory of this past year
and start anew.
I don’t make resolutions, I go a little deeper. I try to examine the past, prepare for the future and get
ready for whatever may come. I look at my strengths and weaknesses and determine how I can
improve my life. Our text, “So if anyone is in Christ, everything has become new,” helps me to focus.
It would be an improvement for us to limit the time we spend feeling sorry for ourselves, living in
anger, resenting others, not forgiving others and being negative about what life has given us. One of
the greatest problems in our world today is being able to truly accept other people as they are and
to face life issues realistically
We don’t know what next year holds for us but every one of us will be called to do something or go
somewhere different. How will we respond? Changing is difficult for most people. I firmly believe
that if I change my attitude it will change the behavior I need to change. It takes inner strength and
determination to change your attitude. With God’s help, you can change your attitude and you can
change your life. Whatever we really think about controls our life.
It helps to concentrate on one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. I
suggest you pick one of the nine fruits of the spirit and concentrate on it for the year 2014 and apply it to one specific
behavior you want to change. In Galatians 5:22-23 they are
listed: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness and self-Control. Concentrate on the positive gift from
God. My hope for you is that next year you are using one of the
gifts of the Holy Spirit and become a new creation in Christ.

“I can see how it might be possible for
a man to look down upon the earth and be
an atheist, but I cannot conceive how he
could look up into the heavens and
say there is no God.”
A. Lincoln
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FEATURED FAMILY
The Cervenka’s
Becky & Cary Cervenka
After moving to Zionsville in early June of 2008, Cary looked
on-line for a small church and found Salem. This was the first
church we visited, and we stopped looking as we
immediately felt at home here.
At that time, Cary had retired from actively farming and
working at Braun Corp. in Winamac, and he was just
completing his second four-year term on the Board of
Directors of the Indiana State Fair. He misses all of that at
times, but keeps plenty busy managing our farms, working at
Amazon, and in his spare time, antiquing and working on
projects around the house. It was then that I also retired from teaching for 33 years. While I miss
working with high school students, I’ve kept busy working a few part-time jobs, volunteering in my
daughter’s classroom, joining a neighborhood book club, and learning to quilt.
We met in 1990 when Chet and Carol Chrzan, Cary’s brother-in-law’s parents, insisted that we meet.
Carol was a secretary at Winamac High School where I taught, and Chet managed the elevator where
Cary did a lot of business. They were also members of my church. I remember that I told Carol that I
didn’t do blind dates, but they persisted and here we are happily married 22 years later.
Cary grew up in Francesville on his family’s farm, and I am from Plainfield. The closest I ever came to
farming was fencing classes at DePauw! He teases me by calling me a “city girl,” but I did learn to drive
tractors (a little bit). His parents still live on their farm, and we still have ours and rent them out. We
thoroughly enjoy having “retired” to Zionsville. My daughter and her family also live here. Emily teaches
fourth grade at Union Elementary and Jeremy has his own business communications firm. Our
grandchildren—Molly (8), Phoebe (6), and John (4)—keep everyone busy.
This winter we have loved nothing more than curling up in front of the fireplace in our cozy basement
and catching up on movies we had been too busy to watch in the past. We still have the wanderlust and
enjoy exploring our new hometown area, especially sharing good restaurants with new-found friends.▪
PASTOR’S PEN CONTINUED…
February 16 “From Arrogance to Humility” One of the signs you are making progress in seeing
God is when we move on from the arrogant “know-it-all” to a happy, humble “knowing enough.” I
see Him best when I have a child-like trust in God and just blunt it out, “I love Jesus”. We see the
mystery of God’s love when He sets it in motion to save, heal, thrill, and delight right in front of us.
Isaiah 55:1-9 Romans 8:14-18
February 23 “Jealousy or Joy” You cannot behave over time in a way different from how you
truly see yourself. How you see yourself affects how you envision how you see God. When God
looks at you and me He sees whom He cherishes. As we witness God’s love in action…we see God.
Exodus 17:107 Galatians 4:1-11

Jim
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Hey everybody! Salem Chili Supper chaired by
Natalie Kruger is February 15th! Your HELP is
needed!! Pray for good weather and BRING
your family, friends and neighbors so we have a
great turnout!!
‘Billy & Willy Chili’

LOOSE CHANGE QUARTERLY GIVING for 2014
1st Quarter Fletcher Place
3rd Quarter Children’s Home (IUMCH)

2nd Quarter Love INC
4th Quarter Caring Center

SEEN IN CHURCH BULLETINS (not ours!)




Old Man Winter is Here!
“BREAKFAST CASSEROLE”
1 lb. bulk pork sausage (I used Jimmy Dean)
10 large eggs
2 cups 2% milk
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup (4 ounces) shredded cheddar cheese
6 slices white or wheat bread (cut into 1/2 inch
cubes)

lL

Directions:
1. 1. In a skillet, brown and crumble sausage; drain and
set aside. In a large bowl, beat eggs; add milk, and
salt. Stir in bread cubes, cheese and sausage.
2. 2. Pour into a greased 11-in. x 7-in. baking dish.
Cover and refrigerate for 8 hours or overnight.
Remove from the refrigerator 30 minutes before
baking. Bake, uncovered, at 350° for 40 minutes or
until a knife inserted near the center comes out
clean.
3.

Makes 8 – 10 Servings

Andrew Knotts

Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance
to get rid of those things not worth keeping around
the house. Bring your husbands.
For those of you who have children and don’t know
it, we have a nursery downstairs.
The 8th graders will be presenting Shakespeare’s
Hamlet in the church basement Friday at 7 p.m. The
congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.

CHILI SUPPER TIME IS ALMOST HERE!
I will be sending those renowned clipboards
around for donations and worker sign-ups soon.
Everyone is so generous with your giving of
items and your time. This is always very much
appreciated! As you can see – the kitchen will
soon be all set up and ready to cook chili!!
Natalie – Chili Dinner Chair

Salem United Methodist Church
6701 South 775 East
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve; small enough to care.

See You At Our Annual Chili Supper!!

15

Salem Scribbles
March 2014
Salem United Methodist Church
Minister: Rev. Jim Miller 578-4203
Cell – 450-1461

Coming Events
March or April – Spring Cleanup
(See Eric Hand for Information)

Choir Practices – March 6, 13, 20
& 27 at 6:30 p.m.
March 4th – Shrove Tuesday
March 5th – Ash Wednesday…
Lent Begins
March 9th – Daylight Savings
Time Begins
March 11th – Trustee Meeting
6:30 p.m.
March 12th – Missions Committee
Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
March 13th – UMW Meeting at Noon
March 17th – Administrative Board
Meeting at 7 p.m.

Pastor’s Pen
First I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who held me in their
prayers, thoughts and concerns during my recent health episode. The
Salem Family is very special to both Linda and me, and we very much
appreciate your love and support.
Secondly, Lent Season will soon be here (1st Sunday is March 9th);
therefore, I’ve prepared a series of sermons I think you will like: “The
Feelings Jesus Must Have Known.” Hope you will enjoy these upcoming
sermons:
March 2nd
March 9th
March 16th
March 23rd
March 30th

“From Jealousy to Joy”
“Rejection”
“Failure?”
“The Pain Jesus Felt”
“Acquainted with Grief”

Jim
Colors of the Christian Seasons
Have you ever wondered which colors represent the
Christian Seasons? Here’s the list:
Purple - is used during preparatory seasons of Advent and Lent.
White – is used during Christmas and Easter.
Green – is for the season after Epiphany and Pentecost.
Red – is used on the days of Pentecost.

March 23rd – “Seven Last Words”
6:00 pm. at IUMCH, Lebanon

“For I am the Lord, your God, who takes hold of your
right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will help you.”
Isaiah 41:13
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Birthdays

1st – Sharon Walker
2nd – Joyce Cunningham 4th – Judy Lamar
4th – Kathy Mehlhop
4th – Janet Petsch
4th – Nelda Rohrbach
4th – Betty Thayer
5th – Joshua Nathanael 5th – Danny Thomas
9th – Rebecca Ottinger 10th – Jim Cunningham 12th – Lloyd Taylor
12th – Nancy Thayer
14th – Violet Thomas
15th – Maxine Lamar
16th – Debbie Oatis
21st – Mark Hough
22nd – Natalie Dieckman
Anniversaries

Happy
Birthday

7th
9th
10th
11th

Chalmer & Virginia Crose
Bill & Phyllis Bakeis
Jim & Joyce Cunningham
Don & Patsy Livengood

The following need your prayers.
Leonard Alexander
Robin Buckmaster
Rodney Carter
Stacy Cornwell
Terry Engledow
Lana Funkhouser
Sharlene Grizzle
Lillie Johnson
Charlie & Louise Hoagland
Dustin Hudson
Rev. Jim Miller
Arlene & David Nichols
Jon & Linda Peterson
Jimmy Thomas
Irene Sprong
Martha Starkey

Gene & Dodie Bear
Tom Buford
Isabelle Cervenka
Lew Davis
Peg Eaton
Susan Funke
Mark Hancock
Chuck Hamerin
Paul Hollingsworth
Britney Maker
Jim’s Aunt Ila
Wayne & Norma Patton
Larry Thatcher
Preston Thomas
Marshall Starkey
Bing Stum
Gary Swope & Raymond Swope, Jr. Krissy Wall
Lloyd & Jane Taylor
Jill Will
Randy Stantz
Mable Ann Pavey
Vic & Dawn Lebel – grandparents of Autumn Hansen

Pray for our troops, near
and afar; persecuted
Christians everywhere;
people in hospitals and
nursing homes; and
those who suffer from
conflicts around the
world. Special thoughts
and prayers for
Garrett Baston, Marine
Randy Bowlen, and Pvt.
Logan King who recently
joined the National
Guard, as well as
Garrett Houx and Capt
Tom Wilson {recently
retired} who are both
now stateside.
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Tim's March Report

Coming off the coldest and snowiest winter on record, that chili at our Annual Chili Supper tasted fantabulous!
Thanks again to all those who work so hard to make our Salem events wonderful and memorable.
We continue to pray for our pal and leader, Rev. Miller, whom I hope that when you're reading this He is back
at the pulpit and pastoring to us as he does so well. God bless you both Jim and Linda! We missed you.
"SEVEN LAST WORDS" SERVICE, MARCH 23, 6:00 PM AT THE LEBANON CHILDREN'S HOME
Mark your calendars now...your Boone County Cluster is planning a first time, all-church Lenten Service that is
not to be missed!
When studying the crucifixion of Jesus, we read His seven statements as He was dying on the cross. It's
incomprehensible to know the pain Jesus suffered. It's just as hard to know that even then, He was praying
for us, not Himself.
Traditionally, the seven words derived of His statements are- 1. Forgiveness, 2. Salvation, 3. Relationship,
4. Abandonment, 5. Distress, 6. Reunion and 7. Triumph.
1. “Father forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” FOREGIVENESS
2. “Today you will be with me in paradise.” SALVATION
3. “Behold your son: behold your mother.” RELATIONSHIP
4. “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” ABANDONMENT
5. “I thirst.” DISTRESS
6. “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” REUNION
7. “It is finished.” TRIUMPH
These last words are interpreted as a cry of victory. Jesus had now completed what He came to do. A plan
was fulfilled. A salvation was made possible. A love was shown. He had taken our place. He had demonstrated
both humanity's brokenness and God's love. He had offered himself fully to God as a sacrifice on behalf of
humanity. As He died, it was finished. With these words, the noblest person who ever walked the face of this
planet, God in the flesh, breathed His last.
Mark your calendars now for this first time "Seven Last Words" Service brought to you by your eight Boone
County Cluster churches and the Indiana United Methodist Children’s Home, March 23, 6:00 PM at Gress Chapel,
IUMCH, 515 West Camp Street, Lebanon. For additional information please see me.

Tim Ottinger
CONGRATULATIONS…
...to the Eaton’s on the birth of Marshall Carter Eaton,
born February 16, 2014, 6 lbs, 15 oz and 21” long.
Proud parents are Shannon (Yde) and Brandon Eaton and
proud grandmother Margeret Yde and aunt Kelly Yde.
Welcome, baby Carter.

Carter
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Synopsis of Rev Miller’s Sermon

January 26, 2014

“Anxiety”
Judges 6:11-22

Matthew 14:22-23

Judges 6:15a “But Gideon replied, ‘Sir, how can I save Israel?’ ”
Matthew 14:30 “But when he (meaning Peter) looked around at the
high waves, he was terrified and began to sink.”
Both texts, one from the Old Testament and one from the New
Testament, highlight the presence of anxiety in life’s experiences.
God’s angel appears to Gideon
In the first text, God’s Angel instructed Gideon to save Israel from the
Midianites. Gideon wanted to make certain that the angel was sent from God before he took action. And action
he did take. Somehow he overcame his anxiety. In the New Testament Matthew tells the story of Peter walking
on water. There are many stories that contain moments of anxiety, just like we sometimes feel.
Everyone feels anxious at times while moving through life. God understands the anxiety we experience but does not
want us to remain anxious. Living in anxiety constantly is not God’s plan for our lives. And He will help us get through.
The Apostle Paul tells us in Philippians 4:6 “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made to God.” When we become anxious, tell God about it. Solomon warns
us in Proverbs 12:25 “An anxious heart weighs a man down.” Worry adds weight to your life. Left unchecked worry
can attack both your soul and spirit.
There are three categories of people who try to cope with anxiety:
1) The pretenders just pretend everything is always all right. They have found the stress of living too painful so
they just drift along hoping something good will come along. They don’t trust God or anyone.
2) The drivers are those people who run around from place to place trying to solve all the problems of the world.
They have to be involved in everything but don’t stop to listen or observe what is really happening.
3) Then there are the doers. The doers are the builders, the creators, the writers, the statesmen and the heroes.
No matter what has happened, life’s anxiety does not hinder them from doing what is necessary
The model for us to follow when we are faced with anxiety and crises is:
 Be prepared
 Respond and meet life’s challenges head-on
 Trust in God for the answers
St Augustine once said, “God is more anxious to bestow His blessings on us than we are to receive them.”

Peter begins his walk on the
water but then starts to sink.
He puts his trust in the Lord
who is there for him...as the
Lord is always there for us.
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THANK YOU!!












 Fellowship volunteers – Youth Bake Sale Leftovers, Chili Supper Leftovers, Jim & Judy
Washburn and the Ottingers (Tim, Susan, Mary Jean & Rebecca.)
 Nursery volunteers – Autumn Hansen and all who help!
 Acolytes – Brandon Kruger, Rebecca Ottinger, Laine Butler, Reece Butler and first time
acolyte, Sydney Kruger – all do a great job bringing the Light of Jesus to Salem Services.
To ALL who helped with the 2nd Annual Rummage Sale, including purchasing items. The $743.85
proceeds went to Salem Mission Fund.
To ALL who helped the children make their delicious goodies plus Judy, Paula, Tracy & Margeret for
organizing the Friday night event. Also to the many people who purchased items at the Youth Bake Sale,
the $372.63 proceeds of which went to Salem’s Youth Camp Fund. Thanks to the kids, too!
To Natalie Kruger for chairing the successful Annual Chili Supper.
To Salem Choir for their “sweet” music and Tina Hand for substituting for Marie on 2/26/14.
To Rev. Chester (Chet) Mayflower for having the “sermon in his pocket” to share with us on February 9th.
To Rev. Wayne Patton for conducting our service on February 16th.
To Charlie Noble for organizing the “Two Fer” Pacer Game on Feb 18th…Fun Times…and the Pacers won!!
To the Communications Team for the updated Salem Church Pamphlet for 2014.
To all the Youth who faithfully attend Salem Church and Sunday School. We love having your with us.

Fellowship Volunteers
MARCH
nd
2 – Starr & Marshall Starkey
9th – Deanna & Roy King
th
16 – Lizama & Randel Families
rd
23 – Volunteers needed
30th – Chris, Tim & Sophia Yovanovich

Nursery Volunteers
nd
2 – Volunteers needed
9th – Volunteers needed
th
16 – Tina Lizama
rd
23 – Volunteers needed
30th – Volunteers needed
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FEATURED FAMILY

The Shortz Family

Rosemary at her surprise 90th Birthday
Party at Salem – February 16, 2014.

by Rosemary Shortz
Elmer and I joined Salem Church in 1984. George
and Martha Graves invited us to go visit with them –
we liked it and joined! I have been active in UMW
and was the UMW Treasurer for ten years. I had
charge of the Chicken and Noodle Dinner for two
years. Ginger Bright helped me. It is a pleasure
being a member of Salem all these years and
watching the church grow.
I have four children – two boys and two girls. Bill Shortz lives in Medaryville and is active in our home
church in which Elmer and I grew up. He is also active in the Lions Club.
Elaine (Shortz) and Charles Wilson live in Delphi, Indiana, and have retired from teaching. Their son (my
grandson) Tom Wilson and wife Leslie currently live in Columbus, Ohio. Tom has recently retired from
the Air Force Intelligence Unit after four years in England. Tom is now working for Nationwide
Insurance Co.
Eddie and Jeannie (Graves) Shortz live in Sidell, Illinois, on a 1,000 acre grain farm. Their son Mark and
wife Megan work with them. I have two great grandchildren – Charlie 3 years old and Betsy 1 ½ years
old – Mark and Megan’s children.
Sally Ann Shortz lives in Largo, Florida, and is Assistant Director in the Finance Office for one of the
elementary schools in Clearwater. She also teaches one class a week – sign language – at Clearwater Jr.
College.
I am so proud of my family, and they take very good care of me.

MORE
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Salem UMC Chili Supper Recap

This year was another GREAT year for the Chili Supper! Temperatures hovered around 23 degrees – perfect conditions for a
hot bowl of delicious red chili (Paula’s recipe) or tasty white chicken chili (Violet’s family recipe), followed by a piece of
delectable cobbler (Judy’s recipes). We served 143 guests, including 6 youth from the Lebanon Children’s Home!
We made and served seven roasters of red chili and one roaster of white chicken chili, plus 16 cobblers made with love by
Judy Washburn and Paula Overman. By 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, we had no chili remaining, and only two cobblers which we
froze to be served at Fellowship at a later date.
Net income this year was $1,254.06 (as of 2/18/14). This event would NOT be profitable without your generous donations –
I made note of each person/family who contributed monetarily so that I could offer a special prayer of thanks to the Lord for
your kindness.
Have I mentioned our amazing group of volunteers? Holy cow, did we have fun! Jon Peterson and Bill Butler cooked beef
until the skillets could cook no more, mixed with freshly chopped onions donated by Jim Washburn. Did you enjoy a PB&J or
PB&Honey sandwich this year? Thank Laine Butler and Larry Randel! Did you enjoy the carrots or celery? Thank Reese Butler
and Martha Randel! Did you indulge in the cupcakes, cookies, or brownies? YUM! You can thank Starr and Marshall Starkey,
the Butlers, Margaret Yde, Kathy Mehlhop, Susan Ottinger, and Nancy Thayer for their homemade goodies.
Each guest was greeted by our lovely cashiers, Kathy Houx and Tracy Puiia, and our fantastic food and drink servers: Jon
Peterson, Becky Cervenka, Tina Hand, Mary Hamerin, Joyce Cunningham, Bri Hamblen, Scott Hokanson, Tim and Susan
Ottinger, Nick Hipsky, Alexis Hipsky, Mike Thayer, Scott Kruger, Sydney Kruger and Brandon Kruger. Thank you also, Tracy,
for the wonderful freshly-brewed tea.
The dishes are done! A huge thank you to our tireless dishwashers – a demanding task, to which each volunteer rose with
great enthusiasm: Starr Starkey, Charlie Noble, Eric Hand, Cary Cervenka, Larry Randel, Jon Peterson and Mike Hampton –
well done!
Let us not forget the bussers who kept the full-service experience alive! Thank you
Steve Hipsky, Alina Hipsky, Ann Hokanson, Paula Overman and Adam Kruger.
Guests and volunteers were able to arrive to the Chili Supper safely thanks to Bob Overman
and his tractor. He shoveled and “detailed” (much of it by hand) both parking lots and all
of the sidewalks and steps to ensure everyone’s safety at this event. Thank you, Bob!
Next year we can hopefully expand this event throughout our congregation and community
by offering order-ahead delivery service and/or reservations for pick-up service. If you have
more thoughts and input on these ideas (thanks Paula and Susan!), please let me know.
I continue to be moved by the generosity and support of the congregation at Salem UMC.
Thanking you with a grateful heart,
LOOSE CHANGE QUARTERLY GIVING for 2014

Natalie Kruger
2014 Chili Supper Chair

1st Quarter Fletcher Place
3rd Quarter Children’s Home (IUMCH)

2nd Quarter Love INC
4th Quarter Caring Center

Salem United Methodist Church
6701 South 775 East
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve  Small enough to care

During Lent Salem Choir will be presenting Christian songs based on the Hands of God…and how He
continues to hold and protect us in His hands. As you listen to our messages…and as you hold the hand of
others…we hope our messages will touch your heart and grow your love for God. “The life of every
creature and the breath of all people are in God’s hand.” Job 12:10
“Jesus, Hold My Hand”

“Hand in hand we walk each day,
Hand in hand along the way.”

Salem Scribbles
April 2014
Salem United Methodist Church
Minister: Rev. Jim Miller 578-4203
Cell – 450-1461

Coming Events
April 5th – Spring Cleanup- 9:00 a.m.

(See Eric Hand for Information)

Choir Practices – April 3rd and 10th
at 6:30 p.m.
April 9th – Mission Meeting 7 p.m.
April 10th – UMW at Noon (Bring

your Easter baskets & goodies.)

April 13th – Palm Sunday
Service followed by
Pitch-In Luncheon
at 11:30 a.m.
followed by Egg Hunt
April 17th – Maundy Thursday
Service at 7 p.m.
April 18th – Good Friday
April 20th – Sunrise Service at
7:30 a.m. followed by Easter
Breakfast, then Easter
Service at 9:15 a.m.
April 27th – Culinary Collage at U of Indy
Sponsored by Fletcher Place
1-4 p.m. Take a bite out of
poverty. (See Virginia Crose)

Pastor’s Pen
Where do you go when life overwhelms you and you just have to get away?
Do you frequent a local coffee shop or a Starbucks? Do you escape to the
beach or a river? Do you get lost in the latest video game, novel or movie?
On Easter Sunday morning you will hear the story of two men who were
troubled and went for a walk. They got more than they bargained for. You
won’t want to miss ‘the rest of the story.’
Whether you are overwhelmed or not, your life will have more meaning if
you attend the inspirational and inspiring Maundy Service on April 17th as
well as each Sunday Service in April. Sermon topics include:
April 6th
“Did Jesus Feel Failure?”
th
April 13 Palm Sunday “King or Servant?”
April 17th

Maundy Service at 7:00 p.m.
A Holy Communion Service

April 20th
April 20th
April 20th

Sunrise Service at 7:30 a.m.
Easter Breakfast following Sunrise Service
Easter Service at 9:15 a.m.
“The Rest of the Story”

April 27th

“The Spiritual Couch Potato”

JIM

“For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the
world; but that the world through him might be saved.”
John 3:17 KJV
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April Birthdays
7th – Becky Cervenka
13th – Kyle Bright
18th – Clara Curry

8th – Cole Beanblossom 10th – Joyce Starkey
15th – Gail Sanders
16th – Sarah Hasewinkle
20th – Martha Randel
24th – Avalyn Jean DeLucio
28th – Shon Hough

Happy Anniversary
Happy
Birthday

1st Scott & Ann Hokanson
6th Roy & Deanna King
6th Lloyd & Nelda Rohrbach 14th Andy & Donna Ricketts
19th Jeremy & Kelly Starkey 30th Shon & Suzanne Hough

To add, edit or delete birthday, anniversary or prayer info for Salem Scribbles, please send info to: SiSRandel@gmail.com

The following need your prayers.
Leonard Alexander
Robin Buckmaster
Rodney Carter
Mary Clayton
Lew Davis
Peg Eaton
Susan Funke
Mark Hancock
Charlie & Louise Hoagland
Dustin Hudson
Britney Maker
Arlene & David Nichols
Jon & Linda Peterson
Jimmy Thomas
Irene Sprong
Martha Starkey

Gene & Dodie Bear
Tom Buford
Isabelle Cervenka
Stacy Cornwell
Terry Engledow
Lana Funkhouser
Sharlene Grizzle
Chuck Hamerin
Paul Hollingsworth
Lillie Johnson
Jim’s Aunt Ila
Wayne & Norma Patton
Larry Thatcher
Preston Thomas
Randy Stantz
Bing Stum
Gary Swope & Raymond Swope, Jr. Krissy Wall
Jane Taylor
Jill Will
Mabel Ann Pavey
Rev. Jim Miller
Vic & Dawn Lebel – grandparents of Autumn Hansen
Violet’s Aunt Isabelle & Uncle Bob Scout
Violet’s sister-in-law Theresa Hoagland
The Taylor family on the passing of Lloyd Taylor.

Pray for our troops, near
and afar; persecuted
Christians everywhere;
people in hospitals and
nursing homes; and
those who suffer from
conflicts around the
world. Special thoughts
and prayers for
Garrett Baston, Marine
Randy Bowlen, and Pvt.
Logan King who recently
joined the National
Guard, as well as
Garrett Houx and Capt
Tom Wilson {recently
retired} who are both
now stateside.
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Tim's April Report

April! Well, it’s official... Spring came March 20th so I hope Old Man Winter got the word.
The Easter season is here with all its glory, reflection, prayer and renewal of life - so congruent with life renewed
by warmer temperatures, spring time flowers and song birds. Do you think that was part of the Plan? I do.
Maundy Thursday- April 17, 2014
Thursday of Holy Week is called ‘Maundy Thursday’ or ‘Holy Thursday'. It begins the 'Great Three Days' of Holy
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter. The word ‘Maundy’ comes from the Latin ‘Mandatum’ meaning ‘mandate’
or ‘law’. It refers to the ‘new mandate’ which Jesus gives to the disciples (John 13:34-35), calling on the disciples to
love one another as Jesus loves them.
The church historically has generated more liturgies and hymns for these days than any other three days in the
entire year. These are our highest holy days.
This mandate is vividly portrayed in the feet-washing drama (John 13:1-17). The first call upon the disciples (the
sometimes uncomfortable call) is to allow Jesus to wash their feet, and then to take up the call to wash one
another’s feet. Thus, discipleship is, in the first place, a call to receive what God graciously offers to us in Christ, in
particular through the Easter event, namely the gracious gift of new life. Only then, may we be able to serve
others and our service will be of the same character and content, namely the gracious, uncalculated sharing of this
new life for others.
Please join us at Salem UMC this year on April 17th at 7:00 PM
for our 'Maundy Thursday' Service. Invite your neighbors and
friends to attend. All will discover the meaningfulness of this
night, which leads into our Easter weekend.
May God bless you at Easter and keep you all year through.
May God give you all the faith it takes to make your dreams come true.
May His love and wisdom always help to guide you on your way.
May His light shine down upon you now to bless your Easter Day.
Wishing you a blessed and joyful Easter.

Tim

Elliott
CONGRATULATIONS…
...to the Henry’s on the birth of Elliott Hampton Henry,
born March 14, 2014, 6 lbs, 11 oz and 21 ¼ ” long.
Proud parents are Therese (Hampton) and John Henry. They were
married at Salem UMC in December 2011. Elliott is welcomed by big
sister Eloise (15 months) and grandparents, Jill and Mike Hampton.
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Synopsis of Rev Miller’s Sermon

July 28, 2013

“Heart Problems”
Psalm 119:1-16

Luke 12:2-34

Psalm 119:11 “I have stored your thoughts in my heart
so that they would hold me back from sin.”
Luke 12:34 “Wherever your treasure is, there your heart and thoughts will also be.”
I’ve got some good news and some bad news. The bad news is that we all have heart troubles. Not physically but
spiritually. The good news is that recovery is possible.
What does a healthy heart look like spiritually? Jesus told us in the Sermon on the Mount when he said; “Blessed
are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” The healthy heart is the pure heart. There are a variety of
weakened and damaged hearts. There is the:




The hard heart
The broken heart
The empty heart.

I believe the number one cause of the hardened heart is sin. Sin carries consequences. Some are immediate and
others come much later in time, and some last a lifetime. Our sins can build until they completely separate us
from God. When we allow things like money, fame or pleasure to take over and rule our hearts; we become
separated from God and our heart is in trouble. These things become a problem only when we allow them to
take control.
Start with the Ten Commandments followed by the two commandments of Jesus and remember that
disregarding them is a sin that will begin to harden your heart to God and your fellow mankind.
There are times when our heart is hurt and we feel it deeply and there are times when our hearts are broken. At
such times we need the great physician, Jesus Christ. We need to “Turn our eyes unto the hills whence cometh
our help, for our help cometh from the Lord.”
Finally there is the empty heart. People who believe they have no one who cares for them and they love no one.
There are times when you feel all alone. You may know you have loved ones but for that moment you feel all
alone during that time of solitude. Family, friends and loving groups like a church can help heal the empty heart.
What kind of a heart do you have? Is it beating to the rhythm of songs of
praise to God or is your pulse set to the city, the job or possessions; the
way of the world? How healthy is your heart? You can have a healthy
heart. It is up to you.

Luke 12:34
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THANK YOU!








 Fellowship volunteers – Roy & Deanna King; Dominic & Tina Lizama; Larry & Martha
Randel; Jim & Judy Washburn; and the Yovanovich Family.
 Nursery volunteers – Tina Lizama, Danean Thatcher and all who help!
 Acolytes – Brandon Kruger, Austin Lizama, Rebecca Ottinger & Zoey Culbertson.
To the Overman’s and Mission team for the Friday night movies! Both kids (21) & adults (22) attended!
To Becky Cervenka, Kathy Mehlhop, Mary Jane Ottinger, Tina Hand and Martha Randel of Salem’s
Notification Committee for emails and phone calls about church closings and other important
information which needs to be shared during the week. And to Tim Ottinger, Marshall Starkey and
Rev. Jim Miller for making the decisions for calling church closings during poor weather and driving
conditions to keep us all safe during those times.
To Salem Choir for their special Lenten Season music about “the Hands of God” and Ann Hokanson on
the flute.
To all the Youth who faithfully attend Salem Church and Sunday School. We love having you with us.
To the 18 “Salem Family” folks who attended the Seven Last Words Service by our Cluster and Dominic
Lizama for recording the service.

CONGRATULATIONS…
…to the Sharp’s on the birth of Lauren Elizabeth
Sharp, born March 9, 2014, 7 lbs., 11 oz. and 22”
long. Proud parents are Tim and Chelsie Sharp,
grandparents Steve & Kathy Sharp, and Aunt
Stephanie Sharp.

Fellowship Volunteers
APRIL
6th Charlie Noble
th
13 Chalmer & Virginia Crose
20th Sunrise/Easter Breakfast
27th Volunteer Needed

Nursery Volunteers
6th Volunteer Needed
th
13 Volunteer Needed
20th Volunteer Needed
27th Virginia Crose

www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Please view Salem’s website frequently as there is a
wealth of church information posted, as well as
video/audio of sermons and a current calendar for
Salem. Ask your family and friends to visit and use
our website for up-to-date information on current
happenings at Salem UMC.

REMINDER…April 5th
Spring Clean at Salem.
Wear gloves and
appropriate clothing.
Bring rakes, brooms,
plastic bags, and other
appropriate items.

LOOSE CHANGE QUARTERLY GIVING for 2014
1st Quarter Fletcher Place
3rd Quarter Children’s Home (IUMCH)

2nd Quarter Love INC
4th Quarter Caring Center
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FEATURED FAMILY

The Mehlhop Family
Andy & Kathy
Andy is originally from Schaumburg, IL. His home church
was Lord of Life Lutheran Church where he was very
active with the youth group. He was hired by American
Family Insurance after he graduated from Northern
Illinois University and was transferred to Indianapolis
soon after.

Andy

Kathy

Celebrating the 4th of July

Kathy is originally from Osceola, IN. Her home church was Osceola United Methodist Church. She transferred
her membership from Osceola to St. Luke's UMC. After graduating from Butler University she was hired by
Carmel High School where she continues to teach Business Education. After 33 years of teaching, she is planning
to finally “graduate” from Carmel this spring.
In 1994 Andy and Kathy met through St. Luke’s singles group while playing volleyball. They married the following
fall. In the winter of 1996 they found their dream home in Whitestown. They continued to search for a church
home until one day Andy found a beautiful church during a bike ride. They arrived at Salem UMC to find
neighbors Janel and Larry Isaacs in this lovely quaint church. Rev. Wayne Patton and the congregation welcomed
them, and they joined the church within the next few months.
Andy still rides his bike past our lovely church, and he now works for Founders Insurance. Kathy enjoys
gardening, golfing and most sports. She is an enormous sports fan. Indy 500, Butler basketball, IU basketball,
Colts, for starters. They rescued a fluffy white dog from the Terre Haute Humane Society about five years ago. In
the evenings you just might see them walking Rufus near Z’West Middle school. They also enjoy traveling to new
places, visiting family, and spending time with friends.
Andy currently serves as Salem’s Treasurer. Previously he served as a Trustee and co-chair of the
Communications committee. Kathy is the co-editor of the monthly Scribbles newsletter (Martha does all of the
hard work) and co-chairs the Communication Committee with Dominic Lizama.
Andy’s parents retired to the Upper Peninsula of Michigan about 13 years ago. His brother Doug and his family
(wife & two kiddos) live in a western Chicago suburb. Andy & Doug enjoy visiting their parents during the winter
so they can go snowmobiling, and in the summer for fishing. Kathy’s parents continue to live in her childhood
home in Mishawaka. Her brother Dave and his wife recently moved to Carmel to be closer to their two children
who live here in the Indianapolis area. Her younger brother Eric lives in Seattle, Washington with his wife and
two young boys.

At Niagara Falls

Carriage Road Stone Bridge in Acadia
National Park, Maine, on 2013 Biking Trip
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Children and Grandchildren
of Salem Families
The annual Salem Egg Hunt will
take place on April 13th following
the church pitch-in lunch which
begins at 11:30 a.m. (Hunt begins
approximately 12:15 – 12:30 p.m.)
For planning purposes, children
may sign up with Paula Overman
(sign-ups are not required for
participation in the event but do
help with the planning for prizes.)

2013
Salem
Egg Hunt
Participants

Please bring an Easter basket or
bag with you for the egg hunt.
Kids may invite a friend.

YOUTH EVENT
You may help prepare for the Egg Hunt by filling the eggs!
Sunday, April 6th at 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. (following church service.)
See Paula Overman (317-445-9597) for more details.

SALEM’S EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE
April 20th at 7:30 a.m.
Plans for Easter Sunrise Service are
underway. If you would like to
help with the service, please see
Paula Overman (317-445-9597.)

This is how young
guys entertain
themselves while
they await the
starting time for the
annual Salem Egg
Hunt.

SALEM’S SUNRISE BREAKFAST
April 20th at approximately 8:10 a.m.
A hot breakfast will be served
between services on Easter
morning (no charge – just a free
will offering.) To help with the
breakfast, please see
Bob Overman (317-445-9536.)

Salem United Methodist Church
6701 South 775 East (Kissel Road)
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve.

Small enough to care.

Re-printed from the June 25, 2006
Salem UMC Sunday Bulletin:
Let Thy hand be ready to help me, for I have chosen
Thy precepts.
Psalms 119:173
Put your dearest wish in God’s hand today
And discuss it with Him as you faithfully pray,
And you can be sure your wish will come true
If God feels that your wish will be good for you.
~~Helen Steiner Rice
Today, place your wish in God’s hands and
also accept His time schedule.

Salem Scribbles
May 2014
Salem United Methodist Church
Minister: Rev. Jim Miller 578-4203 Cell 450-1461

Coming Events
May 1st – National Day of Prayer
May 1st & 8th – Choir Practices 6:30 p.m.
May 3rd – Gospel Concert with Rush
Harmon, Jr. in Westfield
May 8th – UMW Mtg @ 10:00 a.m.
May 9th – Mother’s Celebration Dinner at
6:30 p.m. Tickets $2.00 each
May 11th – Mother’s Day
May 13th – Trustee Meeting
6:30 p.m. Fellowship Mtg Room
May 14th – Missions Meeting 7 p.m.
May 19th – Salem Administrative Board
Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Pastor’s Pen
After trying to tell someone what I have just experienced, I have
often resorted to that well-used phrase, "You just had to be
there." That is how I would explain what happened at our Salem
Church during Holy Week. To all who played any role in any
way in that week, I know that you were blessed beyond
measure. My faith journey has been strengthened.
But, we must move on. The month of May promises to also
inspire us as we continue in our effort to deepen our faith in
God. Mother's Day has always been special as a wonderful
banquet celebration is planned. Also, I will begin a series of five
sermons, starting May 4th asking the question "Survival or
Survive?" Sermon topics include:
May 4th
May 11th
May 18th
May 25th
June 1st

“Buried Treasurer”
“The Power of the Word ‘NO’ ”
“The Power of the Honest ‘YES’ “
“Splinters”
“Dragon Slayers”

May 25th – “Memorial Day Sunday” at
Salem Church

Jim Miller

May the victory of Easter fill your heart with unspeakable
joy in knowing that the power of death has been forever
defeated by the Creator of Life.
May 26th – Memorial Day Observed
May 29th – Ascension Day

(commemorating Jesus’ ascension
into heaven.)

He is risen! He is risen, indeed!!
Just when the caterpillar thought the
world was over, it became a butterfly!
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MAY BIRTHDAYS
2nd Lee Shelburne
5th Brandon Davis, Micah Faulkner
10th Christa & Caitlin Noble
12th Scott Hokanson
20th Jacy Hill
28th Stephen Hipsky

3rd Suzanne Hough, Kelly Yde
4th Rachel Hazewinkel
th
7 Charlie Noble
8th Audrey Lamar
th
11 Rev. Jim Miller, Larry Randel, and Jane Taylor
15th Rev. Phil Lewis
18th Megan Hokanson
22nd Andy Mehlhop
24th Ashleigh Overman
31st Freddy Cruz

MAY ANNIVERSARIES

25th Gene & Dodie Bear
28th Jim & Judy Washburn

THE FOLLOWING NEED YOUR PRAYERS.
Leonard Alexander
Rodney Carter
Hang Chamberlin
Stacy Cornwell
Peg Eaton
Sharlene Grizzle
Chuck Hamerin
Dustin Hudson
Britney Maker
Jim’s Aunt Ila
Wayne & Norma Patton
Jon & Linda Peterson
Larry Thatcher
Martha Starkey

Gene & Dodie Bear
Isabelle Cervenka
Mary Clayton
Lew Davis
Lana Funkhouser
Mark Hancock
Paul Hollingsworth
Lillie Johnson
Rev. Jim Miller
Arlene & David Nichols
Mabel Ann Pavey
Jane Taylor
Irene Sprong

Pray for our troops, near and afar;
persecuted Christians everywhere;
people in hospitals and nursing
homes; and those who suffer from
conflicts around the world. Special
thoughts and prayers for Garrett
Baston, Marine Randy Bowlen, and
Pvt. Logan King who recently joined
the National Guard, as well as
Garrett Houx and Captain Tom
Wilson {recently retired} who are
both now stateside.

Bing Stum
Krissy Wall
Jill Will
Gary Swope & Raymond Swope, Jr.

Vic & Dawn Lebel – grandparents of Autumn Hansen
Violet’s Aunt Isabelle & Uncle Bob Scout
Violet’s sister-in-law Theresa Hoagland
Friends and family of Robin Buckmaster who passed away
Wednesday, March 26th.

'Heavenly Father, hold our
troops in Your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us.
Bless them and their families for
the selfless acts they perform
for us in this our time of need.
These things I humbly ask in the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord
and Savior, Amen.'
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TIM’S REPORT

I'm writing this report the day after our fantastic Palm Sunday events. Many, many thanks to all who work very
hard in planning the service, the luncheon and egg hunt! We had 110 in service and about that many downstairs
for the lunch and egg hunt. So much fun!
The month of May in Indiana is one of my top two favorite months split between the beauty of spring and that of
autumn in October. Get out there and shake off winter's cabin fever if you haven't done.

So it's May. What's the Big Deal?
The month May was named for the Greek goddess Maia, who was identified with the Roman era goddess of fertility, Bona
Dea. April 29 to May 5 in Japan, which includes four different holidays, is called "Golden Week". Many workers have up to
ten days off. May 1 is May Day in many countries. This is also celebrated as Labour Day in many countries. On the night
before May 1 in Germany it is an old custom to plant a "Maypole" to honor someone. Often young men set up an
adorned birch in front of their girlfriend's house.
The first Saturday in May is the date of the annual Kentucky Derby, the most famous horse race in the United States. May 5
is when Cinco de Mayo is celebrated in Mexico (commemorates the Mexican army’s 1862 victory over France at Battle of
Puebla.) It is also celebrated widely in the United States honoring the Mexican culture and heritage.
The second Sunday in May is Mother's Day in the U.S. The Preakness Stakes is held on the third
Saturday in May each year at Pimlico Race Course in Baltimore, Maryland. The Indianapolis 500
is held on the Sunday before Memorial Day.
The last Monday of May is recognized as Memorial Day in the United States, first celebrated on May 5, 1866, in Waterloo,
New York. The traditional Memorial Day was on May 30th. May's birthstone is the emerald which is emblematic of love and
success. So again…May is one of the prettiest months of the year wherever you go in the northern hemisphere. There you
have it. All you wanted to know about May... and more.

Cluster Update
At our April meeting your UMC Cluster is looking at ideas to reach out and help more in our communities.
1 ocal treach Mission eas - One idea is a Single Mothers or Single Mothers-To-Be (MTB) Program. The goal
is simply to support single moms in need with fellowship and resources as well as single mothers-to-be. We
might have a “Baby Shower” ministry as an example. If anyone knows of a single mom, or MTB that could use
help in both material goods and Christian fellowship please contact Tim Ottinger.
2 “Ki ’s Sack nches” (KS - We have confirmed that the Cluster will support KSL for
the week of July 7. While their needs are $4,000 per week this year, we may stick with
our $5,000 goal that we have achieved annually over the last three years.
3) Cluster Facebook Page - The Boone County UMC Cluster has started a Facebook page where
all UMC Boone County Cluster churches can post information, news, photos and more.
Another great way to be connected. Visit facebook.com/boonecountycluster. Most know
IM
by now Salem has a page of our own at: facebook.com/thefriendlycountrychurch
4) IUMCH Annual Auxiliary Meeting & Luncheon - May 3 at 10:00-11:30 AM
in the Gress Chapel. Please RSVP to S san Bennett at The Chil ren’s
Home by April 28 at susanb@iumch.org or Tel: 765-482-5900.

Many happy May blessings to you!

Tim
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 To April Fellowship ‘m nchie onors’ (volunteers) – Charlie Noble, the Randels, Chalmer,
Virginia & Colt Crose.
 To April N rsery ‘g ar ian angels’ – Stacy Gambrell, Laine Butler,
Virginia Crose & Danean Thatcher.
 To April Acolytes – Rebecca Ottinger, Zoey Culbertson & Reece Butler.
 To Salem’s Spring Clean-Up Volunteers – (see photos)

Rebecca
Photos by Kathy Mehlhop

 To Tracy Puiia and Gary Carter for providing breakfast casseroles for the clean-up
volunteers. Yum – food always tastes so good when eaten outside!
 Tina Hand for providing and planting the beautiful pansies in front of the church directory.
 To Paula Overman, Margeret Yde and other UMW members for organizing the annual
Salem Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday. Also to ALL who donated to, prepared the eggs, and
assisted in any way with this fun activity.
 To Bob and Paula Overman for the pink roses on the alter honoring the birth of four new
babies in our congregation. Proud grandparents are Margeret Yde, Kathy & Steve Sharp,
Mike & Jill Hampton and Bob & Paula Overman.
 To UMW and Paula Overman for providing the palms and for the children who paraded into
church on Palm Sunday exclaiming Hosanna!
 To everyone who brought food, family and friends for the annual Palm Sunday pitch-in. It
was delicious!
 To Pastor Miller, Judy & Jim Washburn, Ann Hokanson playing the flute, and to many others
who assisted with the beautiful and meaningful Maundy Thursday Service.
 To Tracy Puiia, Gary Carter and Kathy Houx for coordinating the Easter Lilies to beautify
Salem Church on Easter Sunday…an to those who p rchase lilies.
 To Mark Starkey for repairing the g tter rain a jacent to the la ies’ restroom an to the
Trustees, et al, who worked on the downspout drain near the storage closet.
 To Salem’s Youth for their Palm Sunday music “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands,”
under the direction of Sharon Walker with Charlie Noble on
ukulele; and to the Parents and Sunday School Teachers
who assisted.
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Synopsis of Rev Miller’s sermon on March 30, 2014

“Failure”
Isaiah 26:1-9

Matthew 27: 11-19

This sermon is the third seeking how Jesus must have felt during the Lenten Season period of time.
First, we thought about rejection. Then, we tried to recognize the pain He suffered. Now, I am asking
the q estion, “Di Jes s experience any sense of fail re?”
With the exception on Palm Sunday, it did look like Jesus was a failure. You know the story. His disciples
failed to support Him while in the Garden of Gethsemane. One denied He ever knew Him, another
betraye Him. He co l n’t co nt on His close friends. I think He must have thought they failed Him. Was
it His fault also? He had no success in the religious community. They all plotted to kill Him. There were no
supporters. How had He failed here? What about the crowd who just a few days earlier cheered Him but
later shouted, “Cr cify Him”? What happened here? How could His support fall off like that?
Ha n’t what He sai or one meant anything to them? Wasn’t the Sermon on the Mo nt good enough
or all the parables He gave? Di n’t He develop a following? What about the miracles He performed?
What happened? What more could He have done?
Jesus knew His life was not a failure.
- It is God who determines what is successful and what is a failure
- Success and failure cannot be determined until the entire story unfolds
- Jesus not only felt He was successful; He knew it.
Jesus was not on a popularity trip. He was on a
mission from God. Sometimes Christians believe
they should be immune to failure by virtue of
their relationship with God, but I believe failure
is written into the very nature of man.
Life is full of trouble. It is necessary for us to
take note of the prayer Jesus taught us by praying;
“and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against s.” r goal should be to
turn the other cheek. Your desire should be to
follow the rules of His kingdom.

I would rather be popular
with God than with man.
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Thank You’s CONTINUED
 To the Hands for sharing their Giant Easter Basket and
Bunny on Palm Sunday for all at the Egg Hunt to enjoy.
 To Salem UMW for preparing
and delivering 11 Easter Baskets
for many of Salem’s shut-ins and
friends under the guidance of
Judy Washburn.

 Salem Choir for all their music specials for Lent and Easter including Ann Hokanson (director
and flute), Tina Hand on piano and Charlie Noble on trumpet. The choir put in many extra
hours of practice to learn new an to prepare songs for the season…lots of f n! And always,
thank you to Marie Urick for her beautiful organ music.
 To Bob Overman and all the helpers for providing a delicious Easter Breakfast. And to those
who cleaned up afterwards too!
 To Lexi, Nick & Alina Hipsky; Laine & Reece Butler; and Grace & Austin Lizama for the
Sunrise Service Messages under the coordination of Paula Overman.
A huge thank you to Susan Ottinger for her testimonial.

Fellowship Volunteers
4th The Hipsky Family
11th VOLUNTEER NEEDED
th
18 Bill & Sharon Walker
th
25 VOLUNTEER NEEDED

MAY

Nursery Volunteers
4th VOLUNTEER NEEDED
11th VOLUNTEER NEEDED
th
18 Virginia Crose
th
25 VOLUNTEER NEEDED

Congratulations to Tom and Samantha Overman
on the birth of their daughter, Lauren Elizabeth.
Lauren is welcomed by sister Brooklyn. Proud
grandparents are Bob and Paula Overman and
great grandmother Deann Thomas.

U
P
D
A
T
E

1. Loose Change Collection for first quarter 2014 totaled $165.83 and was given to Fletcher Place
Community Center.
2. Second quarter loose change collections will go to Love, Inc.
3. Salem’s Missions Committee onate an a itional $300 to Fletcher Place to help re-stock their food
pantry which recently suffered sudden flood damage losses.
4. $520 was collected and distributed to a needy Indianapolis family who suffered a total fire loss of their
home. (This was in response to an email sent earlier by Eric Hand).
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Salem United Methodist Women
Mother’s Celebration Dinner
Friday, May 9th at 6:30 p.m.

All ladies in the church are invited to the annual Mother's Celebration Dinner with the theme of
"Butterflies and Daisies" on Friday, May 9, 2014 at 6:30 PM. Tickets are $2.00 per person being sold by
Ann Hamilton, Tina Hand, Susan Ottinger and Paula Overman. You are welcome to bring a covered
dish to contribute to the pitch-in dinner. Invite your Grandmothers, Mothers, Daughters,
Granddaughters, Aunts, Cousins and Best Friends for an evening of fun, good fellowship, great food and
entertainment. Please see any UMW member for more information.

GOSPEL CONCERT
Saturday – May 3, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.
Westfield Friends Church Sanctuary
324 South Union Street – Westfield, IN
Leroy Driscoll – Singing Policeman from Indy and
International “Golden Heart” Male Vocalist of the Year 2003
Gregory “Dr. G” Baranovsky – World Class Concert Pianist
Rush Harmon, Jr – Plays guitar and sings songs ‘the way you like them’
Guitarist Stuart Davis – Soloist Jacki Brown – Instrumentalist Robbie Shuck
PEACE KEEPER MINISTRIES ‘Singing for our Lord”
Concert Sponsored by HIS PURPOSE (No tickets required.)

IN ELMER’S Honor
Rosemary Shortz has requested that the donations given to Salem Church
in memory of her husband Elmer, who passed on Easter 2013, be used for
the purchase of a computer for Salem Church. In his younger days Elmer
volunteered at Salem Church to help with the PA system among several
other duties including serving as a Trustee and arriving first on Sunday
mornings to make the coffee.
Among Elmer’s personal hobbies was being a Ham ra io operator. He was so pro of his hobby on
which he worked for decades and in which he developed a number of friends from not only around our country but
around the world. They would get on their radios at a predetermined date and time to share information and
expand their friendships. Elmer was well respected among his Ham radio enthusiasts.
“Elmer wo l be so very please to know onations in his memory are being se to further enhance
comm nications by a ing the technology a comp ter brings,” proclaime Rosemary. “Thank yo all very m ch.”

Salem United Methodist Church
6701 South 775 East (Kissel Road)
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve

Small enough to care

Egg Hunt 2014 – FUN FUN FUN!

Scribbles from Salem
June 2014
Salem United Methodist Church
Minister: Rev. Jim Miller 578-4203 Cell 450-1461

Coming Events
June 11th – Missions Mtg at 7 p.m. Wed
June 12th – UMW Meeting at Noon
June 14th – Flag Day
June 15th – Father’s Day
June 29th – Salem Celebrates
the Fourth of July
(tentative date)
“Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”

Pastor’s Pen
David Letterman, a native Hoosier, listed a popular "Top Ten" list
for a variety of subjects. It got me to thinking – “what are the top
ten reasons why people attend Salem?” These are a few in no
particular countdown order even though they are numbered, and
there may be several that have special meaning to you.




July 10th – UMW Meeting at Noon



July 15th – Tentative Trustee Meeting




Marshall Starkey to confirm date
and time based upon availability

July 16th – Missions Mtg at 7 p.m.
July 19th – Salem Annual Ice Cream
Social from 4 – 7 p.m. Donna
& Andy Ricketts, Co-Chairs
July 21st – Administrative Board
Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
July 26th – Andy’s Ride
www.AndysRide.com





I will let you add your own Number One.
And now, just one personal note - I count
it a privilege to be the pastor of the
Salem United Methodist Church.
See ya in church!
Sermon topics for June are:
June 1
“The Slaying of Dragons”
June 8
“Trust God When You Are Alone”
June 15
“A Man's Faith” (Father’s Day)
June 22
“Changing Your Name”
June 29
“Exotic Moments”

Musical Fun at Salem
May 9, 2014

Jim Miller
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS
st

st

1 Kerri Hipsky
4th Aiden Cruz
17th Marie Urik
24th Steve King
29th Susan Ottinger

1 Brandon Kruger
7th Cassie Bright
19th Shannon Yde
26th Donita Hough

3rd Donna Ricketts
13th Gary Carter
20th Kathy Sharp
26th Don Livengood

3rd Sharlene Grizzle
15th Mary Hamerin
24th Alina Hipsky
29th David Bright
30th Louise Graham

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES

1st Eric & Tina Hand
5th Rev. James & Martha Hertel
7th Lewis & Alta Davis
23rd O. & Ann Hamilton

Happy Birthday

Happy Anniversary

THE FOLLOWING NEED YOUR PRAYERS.
Leonard Alexander
David Anderson
Marcia (Lowder) Baker
Gene & Dodie Bear
Rodney Carter
Isabelle Cervenka
Hang Chamberlin
Mary Clayton
Stacy Cornwell
Alta & Lew Davis
Peg Eaton
Lana Funkhouser
Sharlene Grizzle
Mark Hancock
Chuck Hamerin
Paul Hollingsworth
Dustin Hudson
Lillie Johnson
Britney Maker
Rev. Jim Miller
Jim’s Aunt Ila
Arlene & David Nichols
Wayne & Norma Patton
Mabel Ann Pavey
Jon & Linda Peterson
Rosemary Shortz
Jane Taylor
Larry Thatcher
Irene Sprong
Martha Starkey
Bing Stum
Krissy Wall
Charlie Noble
Gary Swope & Raymond Swope, Jr.
Vic & Dawn Lebel – grandparents of Autumn Hansen
Violet’s Aunt Isabelle & Uncle Bob Scout
Violet’s sister-in-law Theresa Hoagland

Pray for our troops, near and afar;
persecuted Christians everywhere;
people in hospitals and nursing
homes; and those who suffer from
conflicts around the world.
Special thoughts and prayers for
Garrett Baston, Marine Randy
Bowlen, and Pvt. Logan King who
recently joined the National Guard,
as well as Garrett Houx who is
now stateside.

(Rosemary’s contact info: Homewood Health Campus, 2494 N Lebanon St,

Lebanon, IN 46052 - Room 509. 765-894-8331.)

Jesus put it this way, “Whoever is faithful in very little is also faithful in
much, and whoever is dishonest in very little is also dishonest in much.”
~ Luke 16:10
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TIM’S JUNE REPORT

June! Oh how great thou art. Happy summer everyone. I write this heading into Memorial Day
weekend with sunny skies and temps in the 70s. You can't beat that.
KID’S SACK LUNCH
As announced last week in church, for the fourth year we will be supporting the kid's lunch program
by the Shalom Community in Lebanon. Our goal of $500 for "Kid's Sack Lunches,” formerly known
as "What's For Lunch?" is due by Sunday, June 29th. Please make your cash or checks payable to
Salem UMC with a note it is for the Kid's Sack Lunch Program.
LIGHT THE NIGHT FESTIVAL- A FREE Event
On June 20-22 the third annual Light the Night Festival will be held at the Boone County
fairgrounds. Light the Night has 3 simple missions: 1) to bring Christians together throughout
Central Indiana to celebrate our faith; 2) to offer the highest quality contemporary Christian artists
and speakers; and 3) to offer all who attend the opportunity to hear the life-changing message of
Jesus Christ and the impact He can have in our lives. This is not just a music festival but a time
for celebration, encouragement, and rededication! For more information see:
lightthenightfestival.com
SCORE Mentoring Program
Kristi Reynold, Director of the SCORE Mentoring Program of the Lebanon Area Boys & Girls Club
presented an overview of their program at our last Cluster meeting. SCORE currently has 43
mentor/mentee matches and hope to increase that to 75 or more in 2014. The primary focus is for
children in grades 3-5 where mentors commit to four hours per month with each child. This is an
incredibly noble program and if you or someone you know is interested, please contact Kristi
at: kreynolds@labagc.org or 317-431-0301.
Good summertime blessings to you!

Tim Ottinger

Salem Scribble Newsletter IN COLOR!
Please consider receiving the church newsletter via email instead of a hard copy.
Emailed newsletters are IN BEAUTIFUL COLOR. Pictures are more dynamic! It
saves Salem the cost of paper, printing, mailing labels and postage. You can print
a black / white copy from your own printer…or just enjoy reading on your
computer (did we say it’s IN BEAUTIFUL COLOR?) You can forward newsletter to
your family/friends and SAVE the pdf on your computer for future reference.
The newsletter is also posted on our website www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org.
Let either of us know, and give us your email address. Thank you!!
akmehlhop@tds.net or SiSRandel@gmail.com

Kathy Mehlhop & Martha Randel
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THANK YOU

n

 To May Fellowship volunteers – The Hipsky Family, The Yovanovich Family, and
Marshall & Starr Starkey
 To May Nursery ‘guardian angels’ – Virginia Crose; Susan Ottinger;
Danean Thatcher & Colt Crose
 To May Acolytes – Rebecca Ottinger, Austin Lizama, Grace Lizama,
Zoey Culbertson, Sydney & Brandon Kruger.
 To Judy Washburn, UMW President, Tina Hand (Decoration and
Entertainment Coordinator) and all the UMW members for hosting the
annual Mother’s Day Celebration Banquet on May 9th, and also to all who brought food and
baked goodies. Music was provided by Mark Vice. It was a lovely event enjoyed by all.

Several UMW members
who helped decorate

Tina Hand wearing
butterfly glasses

 To Jim Washburn, Tim Ottinger, Bob Overman and Joe Overman for assisting with kitchen
duties during the Mother’s Celebration Banquet so UMW ladies could enjoy ‘hostessing’ their
guests. And to Eric Hand who hosted the guest singer, Mark Vice.
 To UMW for the beautiful carnations given to everyone who attended the Mother’s Day
Sunday Service. Beautiful white mums were presented to Jane Taylor and Virginia Crose for
oldest child present and youngest grandchild present.
 To Linda Miller for filling in for Pastor Miller on May 2nd as he was under the weather that
day. Linda, you did a great job giving the sermon!
 To Salem Choir for their special song “Prayer for Mothers” on Mother’s Day, and to Judy
Washburn for her lovely poem.
 To Tim Ottinger, accompanied by Sharon Walker, for his special rendition of “Go Rest High
On That Mountain,” honoring our Veterans on May 25th.
Sending LOVE to all Friends – Advisors– Teachers – Helpers - Empathizers – Role ModelS in Christ.
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Synopsis of Rev Miller’s sermon from April 27, 2014

“The Spiritual Couch Potato”
Proverbs 6:6-11

2Corinthians 5:16-21

Proverbs 6:9 “But you, all you do is sleep. When will you wake up?”
2Corinthians 5:19b “And God has given us the privilege of
urging everyone to come into His favor and be reconciled to Him.”
We can now go back to sleep, or we can urge others to come into favor with God.
We can become a spiritual couch potato or a witness for God! I see how people
at Salem give of themselves to God’s kingdom and as a result, we all have grown
closer to God. I want us to consider our personal Christian witness as we meet other
people outside our church. The spiritual growth we have experienced must be put to use.
Personal witnessing is a different concept. It makes us ask different questions such as “what is my
Christian influence?” “How well do I represent God?” “How can I effectively share my faith with others?”
“When and in what way do people see Christ in me?”
I am asking you to just be yourself. Spend as much time thinking about your love for Christ and
others as you do worrying about your sins. See the Christian that is already there in you.
How do we become better personal ambassadors for Christ? Let us approach our personal
assignment Reverently, Relevantly and Redemptively.
1. Reverently – We share our faith with reverence for God. It is not all about us; it is about
God’s love for him and one another as well as respect for others with humility and goodness.
2. Relevantly - When we share our faith with others, it is a good idea for us to remember John
3:17. “For God sent his only son into the world not to condemn the world, but that the world
through him might be saved.” Remember that it is not your role to judge others, but to love
them. They can relate to that.
3. Redemptively – Witnessing to redemption takes just one more step when you simply say,
“and it has changed my life.” Now you are not a spiritual couch potato expecting others to do
your witnessing.
It is good to ask people to come to church, and it is better to tell them what it has done for you. You
will grow spiritually, and you are off the couch and have taken your first step.

Dear God, thank you for encouraging
us to reach out and wrap our arms
around others as Christian witnesses.
Help us be reverent, relevant and
redemptive as we share our faith with
others. AMEN.
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Salem United Methodist Church Annual

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Enjoy an evening of hospitality and fellowship. Plan now to bring your family, neighbors
and friends, or just bring yourself. Children of all ages are encouraged to attend!
Ice Cream – Salads – Sandwiches – and MORE
Saturday – July 21, 2014 from 4 – 7 p.m. at our Friendly Country Church.
A free-will offering will be taken with 100% of the proceeds going to the Salem Church
College Scholarship Fund. We appreciate everyone’s support.
Donna & Andy Ricketts, Co-Chairs

HIGHER EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
Salem Members – Request Application Form Today
Form MUST be received by August 1, 2014
It is the intent of Salem United Methodist Church to support the important Christian nurture of its young
people through scholarship awards for its members. In order to be eligible to be considered for Higher
Educational Scholarship Awards, the specific requirements must be met with the Application Form
completed and turned into Donna Davis-Ricketts by August 1st or sooner. Forms are in the vestibule, or
request from Donna Davis-Ricketts. All requests will be presented to the Salem Board for approval. Next
Board Meetings are scheduled for July 21st and September 15th.
Donna Davis-Ricketts, Chair

Judy Washburn, UMW President, presented the
2014 Love Gifts to Tracy Puiia and Natalie Kruger.
Love Gifts are presented annually as an expression
of appreciation for the service members give to
Jesus Christ, our Lord. A monetary donation has
been made in each person’s name to the Lebanon
Children’s Home by Salem United Methodist
Women.

Congratulations Natalie Kruger and Tracy Puiia.
Thank you for all your service at Salem Church.
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BSF Opportunities by Danelle Butler
BSF is Bible Study Fellowship International. It was founded over 50 years ago. Currently there are
more than 1,000 classes in 38 countries, people of all ages, races and cultures participate in BSF. The
courses are in depth studies of not only the book/books of the Bible for that year but bring in scripture
from every book of the Bible throughout the study showing the direct relevance of the Old Testament to
the New Testament.
The study consists of nine courses. Each course is 30 weeks starting in September and ending in May.
Courses: Genesis, Life of Moses, Israel and the Minor Prophets, Isaiah, Matthew, John,
Acts of the Apostles, Romans, and Revelation.
There are several classes available for both men and women around the Indianapolis area. The classes
are two hours long. Women's classes are both Day and Evening. Men are evening only. The Daytime
Women's classes typically include the Pre-school program from infant to kindergarten. The Evening
Men's and Women's classes include the School Program from first to twelfth grades. Their website has
an abundant amount of information (bsfinternational.org) including all the locations, dates and times.

Mother’s Celebration
Banquet Scenes

Four Generations

The Back Row
Mark
Vice

Banquet Photos by Bob Overman and Danean Thatcher.

Fellowship Volunteers
JUNE
st
1 The Ottinger Family
8th VOLUNTEER NEEDED
15th VOLUNTEER NEEDED
22nd VOLUNTEER NEEDED
29th VOLUNTEER NEEDED

Nursery Volunteers
st
1 VOLUNTEER NEEDED
8th Susan Ottinger
15th Autumn Hansen
22nd Virginia Crose
29th VOLUNTEER NEEDED

Salem United Methodist Church
6701 South 775 East (Kissel Road)
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve.

Small enough to care.

Congratulations to Salem Members upon their Retirements ;>)

Our Retiring Friends – Kathy
(taught 33 years) & Ann
(taught 28 ½ years)

Scribbles from Salem
July 2014
Salem United Methodist Church
Minister: Rev. Jim Miller 578-4203 Cell 450-1461

Coming Events
July 4th – Independence Day

July 10th – UMW Meeting at Noon
July 15th – Trustee Meeting – 6:30 pm
July 16th – Missions Committee
Meeting at 7:00 pm
July 19th – Salem Annual Ice Cream

Social from 4 – 7 p.m. Donna &
Andy Ricketts, Co-Chairs

July 21st – Administrative Board
Meeting at 7:00 pm
July 26th – Andy’s Ride – Zionsville
American Legion Post 79
August 17th – Children’s Recognition Sunday
(Celebrating with treats & games!)
Sept 21st – Salem’s 180th Anniversary
Celebration with Rev. Bert Kite
Sept 26 & 27 – 2nd Annual Campout

Pastor’s Pen
A few years ago, I had the opportunity to become acquainted
with Barry Kraus who played middle linebacker for the
Indianapolis Colts. Barry did some public service announcements with the media for our agency. One problem he had was
when the team played out of town, the beds in the hotels were
too small. He was a big man and often uncomfortable.
It reminded me of a verse in Isaiah 28:17 which reads, “The bed
is too short to stretch oneself on it, and the covering too narrow
to wrap oneself in it.” Isaiah was asking the question: “Is our
religion too little? Is our thinking too narrow? Is our faith big
enough?” There is nothing that helps us answer these questions
better that when we seek God while at worship in church. We
need to examine our faith to see if it is equal to the demands of
life and big enough for the days of our life.
In July, Salem has two wonderful retired ministers that will help
you by sharing their knowledge and faith as I will be on
vacation.
July 6
July 13
July 20
July 27

Rev. Chester Mayflower
Rev. Chester Mayflower
Rev. Wayne Patton
Rev. Chester Mayflower

I will return August 3rd. Thank you for this vacation time.

Jim Miller

The wicked shall be turned into hell,
and all the nations that forget God.
~Psalm 9:17 KJV

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or profiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or of the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a
redress of grievances.
The First Amendment to the United State Constitution
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JULY BIRTHDAYS

July 4th
Happy Birthday America

1st Lexi Hipsky
5th Harry Stum
9th Reece Butler
14th Tina Lizama
19th Virginia Crose
23rd Chaleen Faulkner

5th Eugene Bear
8th Wolf Faulkner
10th Ann Hamilton
16th Connie Chamberlin
20th Robert Overman
30th Will Alexander

5th Bill Butler
9th Carol Shelburne
11th Millie Lewis
18th Mason Cruz
21st Teri Cruz
30th Jan Beanblossom

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
7th Rev. Phil & Millie Lewis
7th Steve & Kathy Sharp
7th Mark & Angie Hough

THE FOLLOWING NEED YOUR PRAYERS
Leonard Alexander
David Anderson
Marcia (Lowder) Baker
Gene & Dodie Bear
Rodney Carter
Isabelle Cervenka
Hang Chamberlin
Mary Clayton
Alta & Lew Davis
Jim’s son Dwayne
Peg Eaton
Lana Funkhouser
Sharlene Grizzle
Mark Hancock
Chuck Hamerin
Paul Hollingsworth
Dustin Hudson
Lillie Johnson
Britney Maker
Rev. Jim Miller
Jim’s Aunt Ila
Arlene & David Nichols
Wayne & Norma Patton
Mabel Ann Pavey
Jon & Linda Peterson
Rosemary Shortz
Jane Taylor
Larry Thatcher
Irene Sprong
Martha Starkey
Bing Stum
Krissy Wall
Gary Swope & Raymond Swope, Jr.
Vic & Dawn Lebel – grandparents of Autumn Hansen
Violet’s Aunt Isabelle & Uncle Bob Scout
Violet’s sister-in-law Theresa Hoagland & cousin Marilyn
Prayers for family of Wilma Jean (Hull) Fairfield who passed
May 28, 2014 – Marshall Starkey’s aunt.

Pray for our troops, near and
afar; persecuted Christians
everywhere; people in hospitals
and nursing homes; and those
who suffer from conflicts
around the world. Special
thoughts and prayers for
Garrett Baston, Marine Randy
Bowlen, and Pvt. Logan King
who recently joined the
National Guard, as well as
Garrett Houx who is now
stateside.

(Rosemary’s contact info: Homewood Health Campus, 2494 N Lebanon St,

Lebanon, IN 46052 - Room 509. 765-894-8331.)

Now the Lord is that spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.
~~ II Corinthians 3:17 (KJV)

Scribbles

Page 3
CONGRATULATIONS
Fathers’ Day at Salem

Bob Overman with Ruthie – youngest child/grandchild present
O Hamilton with Ginger – oldest child/grandchild present

UMW Awards
Men’s 2014 Love Gifts

Congratulations Charlie Noble and
Steve Hipsky. Thank you for all your
service to Salem Church.
Salem United
Methodist Women

BAPTISM of CECILIA ANN WEATHERALL-BROWN
Born February 21, 2014, baby Cecilia was presented June 1st
for baptism by her parents Victoria Weatherall-Brown
and Brian Brown with several family members present.
Congratulations to her family for this beautiful child.

TIM’S JULY REPORT
I’m on vacation – be back with my report
for you in August! Have a blessed July!

Tim Ottinger
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THANK YOU
 To June Fellowship volunteers – Larry & Martha Randel, the Ottinger Family, Margeret Yde
and the Crose Family
 To June Nursery ‘guardian angels’ – Danean Thatcher, Autumn Hansen, Susan Ottinger and
Virginia Crose
 To June Acolytes – Rebecca Ottinger, Brandon Kruger, Sydney Kruger, and Austin Lizama
 Thanks go to the children who lead the singing with our new opening song, “If You Want Joy.”
 To Salem Missions Committee and Salem Church for sponsoring eleven Salem youth at Impact
2818 Camping (affiliated w/United Methodist Church) and to Marie Urick for coordinating.
 To UMW and Donna Ricketts/Paula Overman for honoring all fathers with carnations and
presenting UMW Love Gifts to Charlie Noble and Steve Hipsky.
 To Missions/the Overmans for organizing the June 28th Salem Movie Night which was enjoyed
by all.
 To UMW, coordinator Paula Overman and assistants Phyllis Bakeis, Becky Cervenka, Tina
Hand, Martha Randel & Deann Thomas, for donating and preparing 2014 Camp Mail Bags.
 To Rev. Miller for meaningful sermons, the choir for special music, Bob & Paula Overman for
Sunday Bulletins, Jim Washburn and his helpers, Community Time Announcers (Tim & Larry)
and Marie Urick & Tina Hand (plus all others who help facilitate) who all give of their time and
talents to continue to keep our Sunday Worship Services organized and enjoyable.

Summer church camps have begun! Thrilling camp days are filled
with crafts, reading the Bible, singing, swimming, climbing walls, zip
lines and more! The kids are all excited about attending camp…but
as mom and dad almost arrive at the child’s camp …silence might
overcome the child...it’s quiet in the car. This quiet excitement is
followed by good byes…spending a busy week at camp gaining ‘God
knowledge’ and new friends…and then being picked up by
family/friends to go back home. A program is presented before
departing the camp, and one must buy that souvenir T-shirt.
Families and counselors meet and greet, then it is time to say good
bye to them and newly made friends. The car ride home consists of
lots of stories from the week…singing songs such as “I’m in the Lord’s
Army” or even “You can’t ride in my little red wagon,
the front seat’s broken and the axel’s draggin’.” A newly learned Bible verse may be recited …
EVERYONE is full of Excitement, Love and Joy!
Eleven Salem youth and a couple of their friends will be attending Methodist Church Camps
in June & July 2014. Austin was the first to attend; a 3-day camp at Rivervale, Mitchell, IN.
Later in June Abby, Natalie and Zoey will be attending Pinecreek Camp near Attica/ Lafayette.
After the 4th of July Brianna, Lexi, Nick and Sophie will attend a July session at Pinecreek.
Laine will attend Camp Adventure near Ft. Wayne. She is so happy that her cousin Kensington
will also be attending that same camp. And to finish the camp season, both Reece and Grace
will attend Camp Lakewood near Ft. Wayne, and Reece is glad that her friend Sara will also
be attending her camp. Great summer fun….aah!!

(Parents – be sure to submit your child’s camp photo to Scribbles Co-Editor at
SiSRandel@gmail.com. Every effort will be made to include them in a future Scribbles.)
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Synopsis of Rev. Miller’s Sermon May 25, 2014

“Splinters”
Psalm 103:1-18

Matthew 7:1-6

Matthew 7:3 “Why worry about the speck in the eye
of a brother when you have a board in your own.”
This sermon seeks to explore how we can better thrive in our Christian life rather than to just
survive. Today, I want us to think about one thing we could do to help us see more clearly how we
can live in an environment that helps us thrive and not merely survive.
Jesus was a carpenter. Jesus lived and grew up learning a lot about wood and used wood as
examples in explaining about life’s experiences. He also must have known about the splinter. If you
run your hand along a piece of wood a pain shoots through your hand if you have a splinter. How
does something so small hurt so badly? Splinters are not easily removed in our relationships with
other people.
Relationships can become messy and good relationships take a lot of work. Sometimes, we fail to say
what we mean and our listening skills are untrained. Arguments happen! Resentments form!
Relationships are broken!
When people live in harmony it is a thing of beauty, but it can be difficult to maintain a healthy
relationship. Splinters from broken relationships can threaten what once was beautiful.
Immediately it becomes the other person’s fault with no thought of first looking at ourselves. Jesus
must have seen this behavior as he talks about the speck in the eye of the other person and the log
in your own eye. Jesus is talking about the kind of judging that does harmful things to you.
1. It makes you feel better than the other person and gives you a false
sense of security.
2. The focus on sin is now moved from you to someone other than
yourself.
3. It makes you feel in control of them
By removing the log from our own eye, we acknowledge that we are no better than the person we
are trying to help. We do accept the fact that humility and love help to determine the future for you
and for the other person. Judgment with mercy and forgiveness is what saves all of us.
Jesus talked often about mercy and forgiveness. He also extended
them throughout his entire life. He lived out forgiveness. He
was so passionate about it that he died for it. Through Christ,
God is ready to reconcile the planet, generation after
generation, splinter after splinter. Sometimes forgiving
ourselves can be the hardest of all in the process of restoration.

Christians aren’t perfect – just forgiven.

Scribbles

Page 6

Salem’s Annual
Ice Cream Social

Saturday, July 19

4-7 pm
Sloppy Joes  hot dogs  ham sandwiches
salads  cakes  homemade cobblers
beverages and ICE CREAM!
A free-will offering will be
taken with 100% of proceeds
going to the Salem Church
College Scholarship Fund.

th

Kids of
all ages are
encouraged
to attend.

Let’s have a great turnout for this
upcoming event! Please invite
your family, friends, and
neighbors to attend. For those
who receive Salem Scribbles
newsletter electronically, you
may forward the emailed flyer to
them. We will also have a few
flyers available at church for you
to pick up to share with others or
post in local businesses.
Donna & Andy Ricketts
Co-Chairs

Salem United Methodist Church
Kissel Rd (800 E) South of Oak St.
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org

Joshua Andrew Barrows, Jr. – Born May 23rd
Newborn Joshua’s parents are Joshua and
Jessica Barrows, both active in the Army
National Guard. He is welcomed home by
big sister sixteen- month-old Eleanor
(Ella) Barrows. Proud grandparents are
Gary Carter & Tracy Puiia.
Everyone is doing well and adjusting to life
just fine. The family feels so very blessed
with the birth of baby Joshua.
8 lbs. 12 oz. 22” long
Fellowship Volunteers
JULY Nursery Volunteers
6th VOLUNTEER NEEDED
6th VOLUNTEER NEEDED
13th Donna & Andy Ricketts
13h VOLUNTEER NEEDED
20th Ice Cream Social Leftovers 20th VOLUNTEER NEEDED
27th VOLUNTEER NEEDED
27th VOLUNTEER NEEDED
To volunteer please call Virginia (317-873-2956) or email
Salemumc_bulletin@SBCGlobal.net

Children are a heritage
from the Lord, offspring
as a reward from Him.
~Psalm 127:3 NIV
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SALEM’s FEATURED FAMILY … Hello from the Nobles!
I was born in South Bend, the son of John Charles Noble and
Mildred Alice Mohr. My dad was a nut, and so was his dad. I, too,
have the nut gene. Noble men also all play ukulele. These traits
appear to be gender specific.
In 1974, dad had enough of the snow and took the family to Florida.
The fish down there were a tad bigger and a touch more aggressive than
the Indiana bluegills. As an engineering student at University of Florida,
I was an intern at Disney World. Yep – I’m a mickey-mouse engineer.
I have also worked for Colgate-Palmolive, owned a jewelry store, and worked for various power companies.
I was formally introduced to my two lovely daughters by the ultra sound tech. I couldn’t make heads or tails
of the fuzz on the screen and the tech wasn’t saying a word, so I finally blurted out, “SO. How’s the baby?”
“They are fine.” That wasn’t an answer I had anticipated. Caitlin and Christa were born May 10, 1993.
A few twists in the road later, I find myself ‘Back Home Again in Indiana.’ I hobbled into Salem Church about
eight years ago. Everyone was so friendly! Lew Davis suggested I sing in the choir, and after joining Ann &
Company, I was hooked on Salem.
The following summer, I signed up for the Katrina mission trip. On the way to Mississippi, I drove through
Georgia to pick up my little 13-year old angels. They didn’t know a sole at Salem and had a few reservations
about how dad had elected for them to spend their summer vacation with him. But the Salem ladies (and
Brian) instantly made the girls feel right at home. After a hard day’s work, the nights were filled with euchre
and ‘What Were You Thinking?’
Thanks for eight great years Salem!
Charlie Noble & Family.

ANDY’s RIDE
Saturday - July 26th
American Legion Post 79
in Zionsville
(Rain Date - July 27th – Ride Only)
For information please contact Jeff Ottinger
or go to www.andysride.com .
8:30 am – Registration
12:30 pm – Lunch Served
1:00 pm – Car Show Begins
Music begins at 1 pm and is provided by
“If I Had A Nickel”

Salem United Methodist Church
6701 South 775 East (Kissel Road)
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve.

Small enough to care.

Congratulations Charlie N and Steve H!

Photo courtesy of Dominic.

Paula O, UMW Vice President, presented the 2014 Men’s Love Gifts to Charlie and
Steve. Love Gifts are presented annually as an expression of appreciation for the
service members give to Jesus Christ, our Lord. A monetary donation has been made
in each person’s name to the Lebanon Children’s Home by Salem United Methodist
Women.

Scribbles from Salem
August 2014
Salem United Methodist Church
Minister: Rev. Jim Miller 578-4203 Cell 450-1461

MAKING MEMORIES…WHILE HELPING OTHERS
Rev. Miller is on
vacation
during July.
Pastor’s Pen will
return in the next
Salem Scribbles
issue.

Left: Salem Sunday
School Teacher Bob
Overman and his class
packed 450 lunches for
Boone County kids
Sunday afternoon July
6th at Love, INC.
Distribution was on
July 7th.
Below: Tim Ottinger &
Eric Hand delivered
three truckloads of
groceries & Royal Run
donations of clothing,
electronics, household
& miscellaneous items
on June 28th to the
Caring Center.

Salem Opportunity Reminders
The Missions Committee would like to know if
you are a part of existing volunteer activities.
How can we assist in supporting your volunteer
efforts? For examples: donation of soup labels,
pop tops, education box tops, coupons.
Please provide this information to
Eric Hand.
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
4th Ann Stum
7th Stephen Taylor
21st Roy King, Jr.
27th Jay Gibson

5th Brian Hand
9th Ann Hokanson
22nd Ritchie Thatcher
28th Gail Klotz

5th Irene Sprong
15th Samantha Starkey
23rd Jeff Ottinger
28th Linda Miller

5th Margeret Yde
18th Brenda Ward
25th Danean Thatcher
29th Lezlee Dieckman

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
3rd Cary & Becky Cervenka
3rd Travis & Carrie Stone
7th Tim & Susan Ottinger
15th Steve & Terry Robinson
30th Rev. Wayne & Norma Patton

THE FOLLOWING NEED YOUR PRAYERS.
Leonard Alexander
David Anderson
Marcia (Lowder) Baker
Gene & Dodie Bear
Martha Hertel
Isabelle Cervenka
Hang Chamberlin
Mary Clayton
Alta Davis
Jim’s son Dwayne
Peg Eaton
Lana Funkhouser
Sharlene Grizzle
Mark Hancock
Chuck Hamerin
Paul Hollingsworth
Dustin Hudson
Lillie Johnson
Britney Maker
Rev. Jim Miller
Jim’s Aunt Ila
Arlene & David Nichols
Wayne & Norma Patton
Mabel Ann Pavey
Jon & Linda Peterson
Jane Taylor
Larry Thatcher
Irene Sprong
Martha Starkey
Bing Stum
Bill Walker
Krissy Wall
Gary Swope & Raymond Swope, Jr.
Vic & Dawn Lebel – grandparents of Autumn Hansen
Violet’s Aunt Isabelle & Uncle Bob Scout
Violet’s sister-in-law Theresa Hoagland
Prayers for the passing of Carl Mohr, uncle of Charlie Noble.
Prayers for the Davis family at the passing of Lew Davis.
Prayers for the Hertle family at the passing of Rev. Hertle.

“Trust in God, and thrive like a tree.”
~ Proverbs 11:18,28

Pray for our troops, near and afar;
persecuted Christians everywhere;
people in hospitals and nursing
homes; and those who suffer from
conflicts around the world. Pray for
the 298 aboard the downed
Malaysian Commercial Airliner and
other victims around our world.
Special thoughts and prayers
for Garrett Baston, Marine
Randy Bowlen, and Pvt. Logan King
who recently joined the National
Guard, as well as Garrett Houx who
is now stateside.
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TIM’S AUGUST REPORT

It's hard to believe but summer is winding down and our kiddies will soon
be back in school. Let us give thought and prayer for the wellbeing of children,
teachers and school officials as many return to classes in our schools and universities.
Thanks to all this summer who have given generously to Kid's Sack Lunches, sending
11 children to camps, the Backpack Attack, June 26th Movie Night, our Ice Cream Social
and more. A special thanks to Rev. Mayflower and “the fill-in fill-in” who manned the
pulpit in July. We look forward to having Rev. Miller return August 3rd after his time
away.
CLUSTER BBQ AUGUST 8
Back by popular demand, please join parishioners from all of our Cluster churches for
a BBQ at Centenary UMC in Lebanon on Friday, August 8 at 6:30 PM. Please bring a
covered side dish, utensils and chairs or blanket if you like. Any games or children's
activities are also welcome. Centenary UMC is at 910 Fordice Road. Please see me with
any questions.
UPCOMING CLUSTER DATES
Aug 2
Thorntown UMC Fish Fry starts at 5:00 PM
Aug 8
Cluster BBQ at Centenary, 6:30 – 8:30 PM
Sept 9
Next Cluster Meeting at Jamestown UMC
Sept 20
Whitestown UMC’s Annual Chicken & Noodle Supper. Starts at noon.

Tim Ottinger
IT’S A GIRL…Twice!
Congratulations to Chuck
Hamerin and Anna Palmer
on the arrival of Beatrice
Estelle Hamerin. Baby
Hamerin arrived June 23rd
weighing 10 lbs. 3 oz. and was 22 inches long.
Proud Great Grandmother is Mary Hamerin.
(Chuck is Mary’s grandson.)
Avery Faye Davis was born July 18th. Proud
parents are Brandon & Marizka Davis and
grandparents Andy & Donna Ricketts.

September 21, 2014
Help us celebrate Salem’s 180th
Anniversary! There will be special
entertainment, music, old-fashioned
picnic lunch, games
for the kids,
and a visit from
‘John Wesley!’
Guest Rev. Bert Kite.

LOOSE CHANGE
Loose Change collected for the 2nd quarter was
$205.47 and has been sent to Love, INC. Third
quarter loose change will go to the Indiana
United Methodist Children’s
Home in Lebanon.

Fellowship Volunteers AUGUST Nursery Volunteers
3rd Kruger Family
3rd Susan Ottinger
th
10 Ottinger Family
10th Virginia Crose
17th Bill & Sharon Walker
17th Tina Lizama
th
th
24 Eric & Tina Hand
24 Virginia Crose
st
31 Mike & Nancy Thayer
31st VOLUNTEER NEEDED
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THANK YOU
 To July Fellowship volunteers – Bill & Phyllis Bakeis, Marshall & Starr Starkey,
Andy & Donna Ricketts, Ice Cream Social Leftovers & Margeret Yde.
 To July Nursery ‘guardian angels’ – Virginia Crose, Susan Ottinger, &
Danean Thatcher.
 To July Acolytes – Rebecca; Austin & Grace; Lexi, Nick & Alina; Sydney & Brandon.
 To the Adults and Youth who participated with Kid’s Sack Lunch event.
 To UMW for making the 13 Camper Mail Bags enclosing personal note of encouragement, scripture
readings, stickers and other goodies. All the campers greatly appreciated them!
 To chairs Andy & Donna & ALL who helped in so many ways with the 2014 Ice Cream Social. Also to
Paula O. and the cobbler makers (Tina H, Kathy M and Violet T). SO DELICIOUS!
 To everyone who volunteered, donated and attended Andy’s Ride. Truly appreciated!
 To Chalmer Crose for cleaning up the limbs and leaves in the parking lots after recent storms so it
would be safe and navigable for Sunday Church and other church events/meetings.
 To Salem Choir for singing “In the Garden” for Rosemary Shortz’ funeral, and to UMW & Salem
members/ friends who helped with the Shortz Family Lunch following the funeral service.
 To ALL who kept the Davis/Butler/Speer families in your prayers for the passing of Lew and the
Shortz family with the passing of Rosemary. We continue to pray for the Lloyd Taylor family, too.
 To Paula & Bob Overman and the Missions Team for another fun Pizza and Movie Night. And to the
parents who are always so great to attend and join in helping with the event.
 To the Salem Notification Team for your many informative phone calls and emails (Becky C, Kathy M,
Tina H, Mary Jean & Martha R.)

Charlie & Kathy S
The
“Movie
Goers”

Bob

Alina, Lexi, Reece, & Laine with guests Noah, Josh
& Nate (from Legacy Christian School) enjoying pizza and
movie. Linda, Danelle, Bill & Bob in background.

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! His love endures forever.”

Virginia, Larry R, and
Wolf watching the show.

Psalm 136:1 (NIV)
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Synopsis of Rev. Miller’s Sermon from February 2, 2014

“Turning Regret into Resolve”
Psalm 32:1-9

1 John 1

Psalm 32:1 “Oh, what joy for those whose
rebellion is forgiven, whose sin is put out of sight.”
I feel good when I think about the good things I have
done during my life. I don’t enjoy thinking about the
negative things I have done. Dr. Carl Menninger said
the word sin has become unpopular. We use words like
wrong doing and bad behavior, but the biblical word is sin.
Whatever you call it, it is a reality that must be faced if you are honest in our search for quality of life.
We sin: we admit it to God: God forgives; we regret sinning and resolve not to do it again. It is then that
we should experience the joy God has promised.
We often try to cope with our sinning by doing all kinds of things to keep it hidden. It binds us up and
causes us to suffer. If you need forgiveness for what you have done or failed to do, then confess it to
God. “If we confess our sins, He who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.”
This is where we often get stuck. We should not continue to ask him
to forgive things for which we have already received forgiveness.
We get stuck in guilt, wallowing in the habit of “regret” which keeps
us from experiencing the joy. We need to move from regret to
resolve.

First we sin….then the second action is to confess.
Third, God forgives us.
Fourth is to move on from regret to resolve.
Stop carrying that big burden of guilt and regret. Bathe in the sunlight of joy. Forgiveness and joy go
hand in hand. Stop worrying about things that cannot be changed and move from regret to resolve. Do
not play the blame game and look for someone to blame. Second, do not live with shame. Accept the
results. Lastly, do not try to shift the shame from ourselves to someone else.
If you sin, confess it. When God forgives you, accept it. When you have feelings of regret, resolve not to
repeat your sin. Accept the gift of joy that God has awaiting you. Finally, let us be forgiving to others. As
God has forgiven us, so must we.
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An Afternoon of Service and Christian Fellowship
Thirteen of Salem’s Sunday School children accompanied by ten adults participated in a community service project on Sunday, July 6 th. At Love, INC they
filled 450 lunch bags for Boone County Kid’s Sack Lunches program which is
coordinated by Shalom House. The ‘Salem Crew’ worked enthusiastically and
completed the task in record time! Afterwards, all were treated to ice cream!

Before going to Lebanon on this project outing, the group gathered in Salem Fellowship
Hall for lunch and to discuss what service to others means - the importance of helping one
another with love and compassion. This is what God asks us to do.

2014 ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Held the 3rd Saturday every July the 2014 event proved to be
another fun-filled & exciting Ice Cream Social at Salem Church.
Glover’s delicious ice cream with warm, homemade cobbler
(thanks to Paula Overman & crew) along with other meal
choices were enjoyed by all. The free will offering (after
expenses) is estimated at a total of $1,100+ for the Salem
Church Higher Education Scholarship Fund.
Our heartfelt thanks and appreciation goes to everyone who
donated items, helped prepare for the Ice Cream Social
and/or worked during the social (especially our kids!)
Donna & Andy Ricketts, Co-Chairs

Know someone whose name should be added
to Salem’s Veteran’s Honor Plaque?
If yes, please submit name to Ben Pauley at
ben62711@aol.com or Martha Randel
at SiSRandel@gmail.com by October 1, 2014.
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On Sunday, July 13th Susan Ottinger and several
Salem youth presented a report on attending
Vacation Bible School. The theme was Weird
Animals, and Austin gave a talk on what
he learned at VBS while Brandon read Proverbs 22:6.
VBS song “All Around the World” was then sung by
several of the youth.

CHURCH CAMP

Grace – Sara - Reece

Lexi

Natalie
& Abby

Grace – Sara - Reece

Kensington & Laine

Austin

Reece, Kensington & Laine with
Mail Bags in hand {which contain
daily thinking-of-you notes and
letters plus small trinkets} are ready
to go to Church Camp. Mail Bags
were provided by Salem UMW to
each Church Camper.

Abby & Natalie
checking in
luggage

Zoey

Photos provided by parents. Thank you!

Salem United Methodist Church
6701 South 775 East (Kissel Road)
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve.

Small enough to care.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Aug 8th – Cluster BBQ at 6:30 p.m.
Lebanon Centenary UMC
at 910 Fordice Road

Aug 17th – Salem Youth Recognition &
Celebration Sunday
Aug 21st & 28th – Tentative Choir
Practice Dates 6:30 p.m.
Aug 23rd – Cubs vs Orioles
Aug 31st – Salem’s Labor Day Sunday
Sept 9th – Trustee Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Sept 10th – Missions Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Sept 11th & 18th – UMW Noodle Making
9:30 a.m. until NOON
Sept 14th – Salem’s Grandparents
Celebration Day
Sept 15th – Board Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Sept 21st – 180th Anniversary Sunday
with Rev. Bert Kite

Baseball Trip
“Holy Cow, Salem folks!
I hear you are making
another trip to Wrigley
Field. That’s fantastic!
My thanks to Charlie
Noble for arranging this
baseball outing on
Saturday, August 23rd.
It should be a great
afternoon game! Be
sure to root, root, root
for the Cubbies! Cost is
approximately $70 to
$75 per fan. See Charlie
ASAP to sign up!”

Harry Caray
“Let’s get some runs!”

Salem Scribbles
September 2014
Salem United Methodist Church
Minister: Rev. Jim Miller 578-4203 Cell 450-1461

Upcoming Events
Sept 4 – Love, INC Annual Fundraising
Dinner & Silent Auction 5:30 –
9:00 pm @ Zionsville Fellowship
Church
Sept 6 & 7 – Salem Booth at Zionsville
Fall Festival
Sept 9 – Trustee Meeting 6:30 pm
Sept 10 – Mission Meeting 7:00 pm
Sept 11 & 18 and Oct 2 and 9… U M W
Noodle Making for Bake Sale
9:30 am until Noon @ day
Sept 13 – Rev. Patton moving day – see
Bob Overman for details.
Sept 14 – Salem’s Grandparents’
Celebration Sunday
Sept 15 – Admin Board Meeting 7:00 pm
Sept 20 – Setup for 180th Celebration at
10:00 am – See Virginia Crose
Sept 21 – Salem’s 180th Anniversary
Celebration Special Service,
Pitch-In Picnic and ‘Sycamore
Road’ Musical Program

Pastor’s Pen
I love a good story. I think everyone does. I can remember as a
small boy sitting in a pew, drawing pictures in the bulletin,
watching the clock and wishing the second hand would move
faster. I tried to be quiet, but at times it was a difficult task. Dad
preached two sermons each Sunday, and then there was
Wednesday Night Prayer Service.
My brother, Bob, and I didn’t fuss about having to be there. It
was just expected. The part I liked was when dad would tell a
story. He was good at that, and it got my attention almost every
time. I still love stories today – stories that teach, stories that
touch my heart, and stories that stretch my mind.
Jesus loved to tell stories. He often used stories to convey His
message and to capture the hearts of His listeners. His parables
are without question some of the greatest stories ever told. And
they are timeless – as relevant today as the day He told them.
One day when someone asked, “Yes, but who is my neighbor?”
He responded with the story of the Good Samaritan. And so on!
For that reason I tell stories in my sermons. It is a great way to
reach people with the good news of the Gospel.
Don’t miss Sunday Worship Services because you might miss a
story that will help you grow in your Christian faith.
The list of sermon topics for September are:
9/7

Sept 26 & 27 – Salem’s 2d Annual
Camp Out with Christ –
See Bob Overman

9/14

Oct 5 – World
Communion
Sunday

9/28

Oct 18 – Chicken Noodle Dinner 4 – 7 pm

9/21

“Blinded”
Genesis 28:10-22 Mark 3:1-6
“Fellowship with God”
Proverbs 3:21-32 James 4:7019
180th Anniversary Celebration of
Salem Church (with a guest minister
you don’t want to miss!)
“Celebrate Your Uniqueness”
Isaiah 45:9-11 I Corinthians 12:4-11

Jim Miller
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1st Bill Bakeis
6th Patsy Livengood
10th Deann Thomas
16th Jon Peterson
20th Mary Clayton

Happy
Birthday

3rd Mark Starkey
9th Annie Ottinger
14th Tim Ottinger
16th Starr Starkey
21st John Hasewinkel

4th Charles Lamar
10th Andy Ricketts
15th Nick Hipsky
18th Tim Sharp
23rd JoAnn Arbuckle

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
2nd Jon & Linda Peterson
7th Stephen & Elizabeth Taylor
8th Mike & Nancy Thayer
13th Nathan & Autumn Hansen Hand
15th Dominic & Tina Lizama
18th Marshall & Starr Starkey
20th Ritchie & Danean Thatcher
25th Larry & Martha Randel
28th Marvin & Joyce Starkey

THE FOLLOWING NEED YOUR PRAYERS.
Leonard Alexander
David Anderson
Marcia (Lowder) Baker
Gene & Dodie Bear
Martha Hertel
Isabelle Cervenka
Hang Chamberlin
Mary Clayton
Alta Davis
Jim’s son Dwayne
Peg Eaton
Lana Funkhouser
Sharlene Grizzle
Mark Hancock
Chuck Hamerin
Paul Hollingsworth
Dustin Hudson
Lillie Johnson
Britney Maker
Rev. Jim Miller
Jim’s Aunt Ila
David Milliner (sp)
Arlene & David Nichols
Corey Ondersma
Wayne & Norma Patton
Mabel Ann Pavey
Jon & Linda Peterson
Jane Taylor
Larry Thatcher
Irene Sprong
Martha Starkey
Ann & Bing Stum
Bill Walker
Krissy Wall
Gary Swope & Raymond Swope, Jr.
Vic & Dawn Lebel – grandparents of Autumn Hansen
Violet’s Aunt Isabelle & Uncle Bob Scout
Violet’s sister-in-law Theresa Hoagland
Violet’s great niece Courtney Romney

Pray for our troops, near and afar;
persecuted Christians everywhere;
people in hospitals and nursing
homes; and those who suffer from
conflicts in our country and around
the world. Special thoughts and
prayers for Garrett Baston, Marine
Randy Bowlen, and Pvt. Logan King
who recently joined the National
Guard, as well as Garrett Houx who
is now stateside.

When to fly our flag:
Sept 11th Patriots’ Day
Sept 17th Constitution Day (also
known as Citizenship Day)
Sept 19th National POW/MIA
Recognition Day
Oct 13th Columbus Day
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TIM’S SEPTEMBER REPORT

In 2014, the autumnal equinox brings the fall season to us on September 22nd. An
equinox occurs twice a year, around March 20th and September 22nd. The oldest
meaning of equinox is when daytime and nighttime are of approximately equal
duration (not counting pre-dawn light and dusk). From Genesis 8:22 “While the earth
remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, winter and summer, and day and night
shall not cease.” We surely take stock in that quote for our lives here on earth. Summer has certainly brought a lull in
activity with many due vacations and just enjoying more time outdoors. Just a quick list of upcoming events and things
to do this autumn awakens me to charge up and get to work on a number of exciting areas.

Moving Salem Forward

Salem is attempting to establish a "Salem Going Forward" Committee to perform a review, gather input and put forth
intelligent thoughts and planning to move Salem forward over the next 3-5 years and beyond. Our community is
exploding with development. Our church is rich with history and tradition. The opportunities to reach out to many more
are right before us. If you would like to lead and/or serve on this important committee, please see Rev. Miller or me.

Knowledge is Key

Always has been. Always will...along with actions taken to make a change. Umc.org has made a substantial change to
their website that I find appealing and focused towards the critical issues of our time. From understanding ISIS in the
Middle East, Ebola, depression and suicide in light of Robin William's tragic end, the importance of having a sacred space
of your own, and more; log on to umc.org
Thank you, thank you, thank you...to all of you who do so much, all the time, without fanfare
and in the gracious silence of a faithful servant.

Tim Ottinger

COORDINATOR NEEDED

Salem Church is in need of a coordinator for our 2014
Youth Christmas Program for Sunday, December 14,
2014. Several folks have already offered to assist the
Coordinator. This position needs to be filled ASAP so
please think and pray on this need to see if you are the
one to help with this year’s program which is always
enjoyed so much by youth and adults alike.
To volunteer or if you have questions, please contact
Paula Overman (317) 445-9597.
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2nd Annual Salem
CAMP OUT WITH CHRIST
Come join in the fun at Salem’s Camp Out with Christ, Friday and Saturday,
September 26 & 27! Arrive as your schedule allows to set up your tent, sleeping
bag, etc. (3 pm or after
on Fri.) and be ready
for supper by 6:30 pm.
Many entertaining
activities are planned
such as games, camp
fire, singing, hay ride,
family Christian
fellowship, and more!
Overnight camping
will take place in The
Meadow on the Hill
southeast of the church
with ‘kids’ of all ages
welcome. It is not
required to camp
overnight. Do feel free to join in the night’s activities whether or not you camp
overnight! You may invite friends and their families to participate also. Breakfast
will be served at 7 am Saturday morning after which you may leave at your leisure.

To help plan for food, please sign up on the sheet in the
vestibule or in the Fellowship Hall. To HELP or if you have
questions, please contact Bob Overman (317) 445-9536.
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED
Salem’s Sunday School classrooms are in need of
teachers on a regular rotating basis, or part-time
and/or as a substitute. The most current need is
at the elementary level. Classroom teachers
work out their own schedules based on rotating
months/ weeks. They can also work out a
schedule with part-time and/or substitute
teachers.
Working with the children is wonderfully
rewarding. Please consider taking advantage
of this opportunity to work with the children.

To HELP or if you have questions, please contact
Paula Overman (317) 445-9597.
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Synopsis of Rev Miller’s sermon on June 15, 2014

“A Man’s Faith
Daniel 6:13-27

John 10:1-16

Daniel 6:13-27 - “For his God is the living, unchanging God whose
kingdom shall never be destroyed and whose power will never end.”
John 10:1-16 - “My purpose is to give life in all its fullness.”
All of us have faced challenges in our lives and with the brain God gave us, we have found solutions.
And often, love has been the motivation. In the Old Testament, Daniel's love of God enabled him to
work out difficult situations and bring about solutions. Daniel and his people found themselves in
exile in a foreign land. Daniel rose to a place of great leadership and became
one of King Darius’ top advisors. But some were jealous and planned to use
Daniel’s faithfulness to God against him. Daniel continued his holy habit of
praying to God although there was a new law against bowing to anyone but the
king. He was thrown into the lions’ den, but Daniel survived. The king was so
amazed he encouraged all his people to bow down before the God of Daniel.
Daniel’s unwavering faith in God brought him through.
Sometimes we have to stand our ground and refuse to follow the crowd. Daniel
knew what he had to do. He had the spiritual strength to accept the outcome.
It is not good enough to just talk the talk; you must walk the talk. The most important personal
growth phrase you ever hear a good leader say to you is “Follow me.” It is hard to improve when you
have no one but yourself to follow. Be sure your mentor has walked the walk and is real.
Great things happen whenever we stop seeing ourselves as God’s gift to others and begin seeing
others as God’s gift to us. There is no wiser man to show us the way than Jesus. Take His advice as
you work your way through. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the light.
“Dear Jesus, help us to know the way, to go the way and to, by
our living, show the way that leads to abundant life. Amen.”

It is no secret that Salem Church members and friends LOVE music. And so it was on Sunday, July 27 th
that the third Come On Down Choir performed at Salem. Tina Hand gave info on composer Stuart
Hamblen who said, “The Lord helped him break his drinking habit, saying it is no secret what God can
do.” And so one night waiting to go to bed, Hamblen heard the grandfather clock strike midnight. At
that time he sat down at the piano and in exactly 17 minutes it was finished…tune and all, composing
a now favorite song of so many… “It Is No Secret.”
Singers were Bill & Reece Butler, Becky Cervenka, Virginia Crose, Eric Hand, Rush Harmon,
Rev. Chuck Mayflower, Charlie Noble, the Ottingers (Mary Jean, Tim, Susan & Rebecca),
Martha Randel, Kathy Sharp, Ruthie Thatcher, Violet Thomas and Tina Hand on the piano.
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 To the generous August Fellowship Volunteers – the Kruger’s, the Ottingers,
Bill & Sharon Walker, Eric & Tina Hand and Mike & Nancy Thayer.
 To caring August Nursery Volunteers – Virginia Crose, Tina Lizama &
Susan Ottinger.
 To August Acolytes who serve as they “bring in the light to light candles
which symbolizes the light of Christ coming into the church for worship…then
at end of service extinguishing candles and carrying out the light symbolizing the
light of Christ going out into the world to serve”– Brandon, Sydney, Rebecca,
Zoey, Austin, Grace & Sophie.
 To Austin for opening our service with community time announcements
and prayers while Tim was on ‘sick leave.’(A thank you to Coach Susan, too)
 To Bill Butler and Virginia Crose for serving as Worship Leaders when
Bob was out-of-town.
 To Margeret Yde for giving children’s message when Paula was
out-of-town.
 To Andy Mehlhop & Charlie Noble for coordinating the Salem Booth
at the Lions Fall Festival and all the booth volunteers.
Bill, Austin & Susan

YOUTH RECOGNITION
CARNIVAL CELEBRATION
Ringmaster Sharon Walker led
the Youth Recognition Sunday
with a carnival celebration theme
with our very own “Suzette the
Clown” adding fun to the event!
Certificates for Sunday School
participants were given to the kids,
and all teachers and nursery
helpers were recognized and
thanked with special gifts for the
giving of their time and talents to teach and guide the children as they learn about Jesus and His teachings. Sharon introduced the teachers who then introduced their students and gave information on
what they were currently studying and learning. The youth helped with distributing the thank you
cards and gifts to teachers, nursery care providers and camp coordinator, Marie Urick.
Pictured are Wolf, Ruthie, Austin, Rebecca, Grace, Reece, Abby, Natalie, Kathy Sharp, Virginia Crose,
Margeret Yde, Laine, Sophia, Sharon Walker, Ginger Bright, Bob Overman, Violet Thomas, Susan
“Suzette” Ottinger and Nancy Thayer. Others who help but are not pictured: Bill and Danelle Butler,
Autumn Hand Hansen, Nathan Hand, Tina Lizama, Paula Overman, and Danean Thatcher.
Salem just can’t thank enough all the teachers and
others who help with the youth at Salem Church who
are our future. An arousing, appreciation applause
was given to Sharon Walker for her many tireless
and creative efforts in working with the Salem youth.
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A SOGGY DAY IN CHICAGO TOWN
Seventeen excited Salem family and friends kind-of saw the Chicago Cubs game on Saturday afternoon,
August 23rd. As game time approached, a dense fog rolled in making the sky look like night and the lights
to come on at Wrigley Field. But even with an ominous sky, the game finally began! In the bottom of the
2nd with Cubs down 2-1 vs Baltimore and bases loaded, Chris Coughlan hit a triple! With the score now
2-4 and the Cubs leading…the rains came and came and came…for 3 hours and 9 minutes! The game
finally resumed, but without the Salem folks who decided to return home. Though their game time was
cut short, the fun and fellowship were not! Everyone had a great time…and ‘The Rev’ was thrilled that not
only on Saturday, but also on Friday and Sunday there was a sweep of the Baltimore Orioles as the

Cubs win! Cubs win!! Cubs win!!!

Paula
Andy, Jordan & Ian
Those attending were: Mary Hamerin and guests, Andy & Kathy Mehlhop and nephews from
Seattle, Jim Miller, Charlie Noble, Bob & Paula Overman with 4 family members, Mark Starkey
and Brenda Stum. THANK YOU CHARLIE for organizing this fun outing!
Charlie & Jim

ANNOUNCEMENT – FALL FESTIVAL BOOTH
Zionsville’s Fall Festival is the weekend after
Labor Day. Please stop by our booth on Saturday
the 6th and Sunday the 7th to visit with our booth
volunteers. Our volunteers will enjoy seeing you!
Bring your family and friends for free yard sticks,
information on our lovely church, Jesus Loves Me
balloons and more. Better yet, there is still time to
volunteer to serve at the booth and to meet new
friends and neighbors to encourage them to
experience our joyful worship at Salem. For more
information, see Andy Mehlhop or Charlie Noble.

ANNOUNCEMENT
SALEM’S GRANDPARENTS DAY
Hey Everybody – Listen Up – especially kids!!
Salem’s Grandparents Recognition Sunday is
September 14th! Kids - bring your moms, dads,
brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles and cousins to
church to celebrate your wonderful grandparent(s)! And, don’t forget to bring your
grandparent(s)! Special prizes, smiles and hugs
will be given on that special day. For more
information, see Virginia Crose or Paula Overman.

SAVE THE DATE

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND A VERY SPECIAL EVENT
Don’t miss a single
moment of
fellowship
and fun!

180TH

SALEM CHURCH
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
See details on page 8 & attachments.

Fellowship
SEPTEMBER
Nursery
7th VOLUNTEER NEEDED
7th Laine & Danelle Butler
14th Charlie Noble
14th Reece & Danelle Butler
st
21 Chalmer & Colt Crose
21st VOLUNTEER NEEDED
th
28 Phyllis & Bill Bakeis
28th VOLUNTEER NEEDED
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Salem United Methodist Church
6701 South 775 East (Kissel Road)
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve.

Small enough to care.

Be a part of Salem’S HiStory
Come CeleBrate Salem’S 180th anniversary
On Sunday, September 21, 2014

8:45 a.m. Refreshments and Fellowship

9:15 a.m. Special Worship Service with guest Rev. Bert Kite and some surprises!
(Be sure to bring your picnic food with you to church…leave in kitchen.)
Old-Fashioned Picnic immediately following church service (approximately 11 a.m.)
There will be no time to go home between church and the picnic as Worship Service
may not end until approximately 10:45 a.m. Fried chicken, drinks and service / utensils
will be furnished by Salem Church. Bring your favorite covered dish / dessert to the picnic.
And don’t forget to invite your entire family & friends to come along
too! Soothing music provided by Myra and Jon during picnic.
Games for the kids!
Beautiful gospel music provided by “Sycamore Road” quartet!

Scribbles from Salem
October 2014
Salem United Methodist Church
Minister: Rev. Jim Miller 578-4203 Cell 450-1461

UPCOMING EVENTS

180th SALEM CELEBRATION
The “Sycamore Road” quartet
closed our service with “The Irish
Blessing”… may the road rise to
meet you and the wind be always
at your back…and may God hold
you in the palm of His hand.

Oct 2nd & 9th – UMW Noodle Making
Day from 9:00 am until Noon
(Everyone is welcome to help.)

Oct Dinner Noodle Making Days
10/4 at 2 pm
9/28 & 10/5 at 1 pm
(Everyone is welcome to help.)

Oct 5th – World Communion Day
Oct 8th – Mission Meeting 7 pm
Oct 11th – Salem’s Fall Clean-Up Day
9 am until approx. Noon. Church
and Parking Lot
Choir Practice – Scheduled Practices
October 2nd & 30th 6:30-8 pm
Oct 18th – Chicken Noodle Dinner and
UMW Bake/Rummage Sale 4-7 pm
Oct 19th – Zionsville CROP Hunger
Walk 2 pm (See Margeret Yde)

“Rev. John Wesley” & Rev. Jim Miller

Rev. Bert Kite as John Wesley
to deliver the sermon. He
preaches three simple rules:
Do no harm.
Do good.
Stay in love with God.

Dave Hawkins-Lead, Bob Whitacre-Bass,
Phil Griggs-Tenor, & Colin Craig-Baritone

Nov 2nd – 1st Sunday of Nov recognized
as All Saints’ Day by many Christians.
Also – Change clocks – Daylight
Savings Time ends…
FALL BACK 1 hour.

Nov 9th –Veterans’
Recognition at Salem

Sermon topics for October are:
October 5th
World Wide Communion
October 12th
“Having Trouble Believing?”
October 19th
“Laying Hold of God”
October 26th
“That Special Quality”
(Pastor’s Pen will return next month.)
Our Methodist Church is at its best when we reach out to sisters
and brothers in need. World Communion Sunday calls the church
to reach out to all people. United Methodists relate to World
Communion Sunday by celebrating communion with other
Christians around the world on this special Sunday.
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BIRTHDAYS
3rd Richard Arbuckle
6th Ryan Davis
7th Brent Hokanson
12th Autumn Hansen
28th Danelle Butler

3rd Bonnie Trosky
6th Parker Morris Covet
6th Mary Jean Ottinger
7th Chris Hasewinkel
th
9 Ruth Elizabeth Thatcher 10th Austin Lizama
17th Martha Hertel {98}
19th Abigail Dieckman
29th Megan Morris
31st Jimmy Thomas

ANNIVERSARIES

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY

THE FOLLOWING NEEDS YOUR PRAYERS
Leonard Alexander
David Anderson
Marcia (Lowder) Baker
Joshua Barrows, Jr.
Gene & Dodie Bear
Martha Hertel
Mary Clayton
Alta Davis
Peg Eaton
Lana Funkhouser
Sharlene Grizzle
Mark Hancock
Chuck Hamerin
Paul Hollingsworth
Dustin Hudson
Tanya Irwin
Lillie Johnson
Adeline Leslie
Britney Maker
Rev. Jim Miller
Jim’s Aunt Ila
David Milliner (sp)
Arlene & David Nichols
Mary Jean Ottinger
Wayne & Norma Patton
Mabel Ann Pavey
Jon & Linda Peterson
Jane Taylor
Larry Thatcher
Danielle Tooley
Irene Sprong
Martha Starkey
Ann & Bing Stum
Bill Walker
Krissy Wall
Gary & Raymond Swope, Jr.
Lucy Johnson
Linda (last name unknown)
Vic & Dawn Lebel – grandparents of Autumn Hansen
Violet’s Aunt Isabelle & Uncle Bob Scout
Violet’s sister-in-law Theresa Hoagland
Violet’s great niece Courtney Romney
Our prayers go to Cary & Becky Cervenka with the passing of
Cary’s mother, Isabelle, and also to all of Isabella’s family.
Our prayers go to Andy Ricketts with the passing of his
brother, Cory Ondersma, and also to all of Cory’s family.

2nd Charles & Judy Lamar
8th Micah & Chaleen Faulkner
10th Joe & Ashleigh Overman
14th Gary & Tracy Carter
17th David & Ginger Bright
23rd Tom & Connie Chamberlin
23rd James & Clara Curry
24th Stacy & Lezlee Dieckman
25th Robert & Donita Hough
28th Andy & Kathy Mehlhop

Pray for our troops, near and afar;
persecuted Christians everywhere;
people in hospitals and nursing
homes; and those who suffer from
conflicts in our country and around
the world. Special thoughts and
prayers for Garrett Baston, Marine
Randy Bowlen, and Pvt. Logan King
who recently joined the National
Guard, as well as Garrett Houx who
is now stateside.
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TIM’s OCTOBER REPORT
It happened. Fall is here. As our thoughts turn to fall and winter let’s not rush
through this beautiful time of year. Enjoy the colors and cooler temperatures
and all they have to offer.
A Busy September
Yes it was... many thanks to all who worked Salem's booth at Zionsville's Fall Festival, put together
our annual Grandparent's Day Recognition, the fabulous 180th Celebration and Camp Out for Christ.
Please know this is church. This is knowing and sharing the love of Christ. It is through sharing,
caring and fellowship with others in all of these activities.
The Future of Salem Task Force
Do you have opinions of what Salem can be or should be? As "John Wesley" said September 21 st, in
this 180th year are the best times behind us or in the years ahead? I submit we agree it can be in the
coming years. Please consider joining this Task Force to consider what all Salem can be to the
exploding communities around us. We're certainly not short of a growing population. How can we
reach out and expand our ministries to more neighbors around us? Don't stay on the sidelines but
get involved. This effort is open to all, and we invite you to contact me or Rev. Miller to be a part of
the Task Force with your ideas and/or interest to contribute to Salem in the coming years!
Cluster Happenings
Over the last several months the Cluster has discussed ideas to help support single mothers who we
know are out there and in need. An initial effort will be collecting formula and diapers (sizes 2-5)
during the month of October. Look for the insert in the bulletin, flyers posted around church, and the
collection box by the front door. Thank you!
See you at the Chicken Noodle Dinner October 18th!
TIM

Salem Church is in need of a coordinator for our 2014 Youth Christmas Program for Sunday,
December 14, 2014. Please prayerfully consider leading the children with their program this
year. To volunteer or if you have questions, please contact Paula Overman (317) 445-9597.

KEEPING CHURCH RECORDS CURRENT
As we approach fall and that time when Salem Church needs to update its records and prepare annual
reports, our Membership Secretary Marie Urick is requesting everyone to make sure your contact
information on the Membership List is current (up-to-date)/accurate. The goal is to have all info to
Marie by mid-October. Please give any corrections / new information to Marie by leaving a message
on her home phone answering machine 317- 769-6331 …or write a note with information and give to
her on a Sunday morning. You may also update your contact information on the membership list
being passed around at church on a clip board. Information requested:
Correct spelling of name(s)
Mailing address with zip
eMail address
Home Phone
Cell Phone
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Synopsis of Rev. Miller’s Sermon from February 2014

“Enjoy Every Sandwich”
Psalm 143
1 Thessalonians 5:14-18
Psalm 143:10 “Teach me to do Your will, for You are my
God; may Your good spirit lead me on level ground.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16 “Always be joyful”
Some time ago, while listening to the David Letterman show, a guest who was a close friend of David
had a rare form of cancer. He was asked how having cancer affected him. His response was “I am
learning to enjoy every sandwich.”
My message is “always be joyful and enjoy every sandwich”. It will improve your quality of life. Paul
tells us “no matter what happens always be thankful”. One translation also reads “in every
circumstance, give thanks to God”.
Where does the Joy come from? It comes from the heart. Another way of putting what the psalmist is
telling us is by walking on the level ground, by doing his will; Joy will be pumped into our hearts. Joy
comes from within our hearts. So watch what you put into your heart. Hatred does not produce a
lasting Joy although you may feel good for a while. Do not let it grow. Selfishness can quench a
temporary thirst or hunger but it will never bring the lasting Joy that comes when you give from the
heart. Envy and jealousy will turn your heart bitter and leave it broken.
Why do we continue to give in to these instant gratifications that harm our hearts? Remember what
Solomon said, “above all else, guard your heart.” Joy comes when we embrace the here and now.
When life goes your way, give thanks. When work is going well, give thanks. When relationships go
well, give thanks. Don’t waste time waiting for the mood of Joy to hit you. Become engaged in this
wonderful world. It is now or never! Enjoy every sandwich!
Dear God, all of us want to enjoy life and be happy. Grant us the faith needed
to trust in Your promises. May our hope be to always be on the same page
with You as we live our daily lives. Help us to always be joyful.

“What if you woke up today with only what you thanked God for yesterday?”
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Salem is blessed with
many volunteers…

















To September Generous Fellowship Donors – Charlie, Chalmer & Virginia and Bill & Phyllis.
To September Nursery ‘Guardian Angels’ – Laine, Reece & Danelle; Susan, Bob & Violet.
To September Enlightening Acolytes – Brandon, Zoey, Rebecca, Austin, Natalie & Abby.
To Paula Overman for her special presentation with thoughtful recognition and awards to Salem’s
loving grandparents.
To Mark Starkey for presenting Tim with a 60th birthday gift - a box with a nugget
of gold. Mark rattled it to prove that it was indeed inside of the box. The box was
made by Mark from wood in Marshall’s firewood stack. The box was about 2” x
2”and was of nice workmanship. Then Mark said that the nugget will only remain
a nugget if it stays in the box. If you break the box open, it turns into a rock. Great
presentation, Mark, using your wonderful sense of humor.
To Missions for sponsoring a table at Love INC Annual Fundraising Dinner w/Silent Auction.
To Alta & Delaine Davis for the new door mat at Salem’s entrance.
To Stacy D, Mark S & Trustees for attacking and solving the rainwater drainage problem in
Fellowship Hall and Ladies Restroom.
To Bob O & Volunteers for helping move Pastor Jim and Linda Miller into their new home.
To ALL who helped organize the 180th Anniversary Celebration, especially Tina H, Paula , Martha R,
Judy W for her guidance, Don & Patsy for cleanup, Tina & Dominic for photography/videography,
babysitters Alyssa & Jessica, and Virginia, Chairperson.
To ALL who donated food and attended the 180th event, bringing family and friends along too.
To Margeret Y for initializing a Bible Study to start soon (watch for announcements.)
To Bob & Paula for coordinating Missions’ 2nd Annual Campout with Christ and ALL who attended!
To Tina & Eric Hand for planting fall flowers at the Directory in memory of Tina’s father, Burl
Ottinger (Tim’s father and Mary Jean’s husband.)

Salem Honors Grandparents
The September 14th Children’s Time was replaced with a special message for
grandparents. Paula gave a short talk on why grandparents are very special.
Then as all grandparents were asked to stand, the youth gave each a poem,
“A Grandchild’s Hand,” complete with hand prints. At that time all
grandparents present were asked to join their grandchildren near the altar.
Mary Jean won an award for having the oldest grandchild present (Nathan
Hand who admitted to being over twenty.) Maxine won for the
most grandchildren overall (24 she said if her memory
serves her correctly.) Paula and Bob won for the youngest
grandchild present…Tyler Overman, age two. Alta received a
gift for most grandchildren present, two granddaughters,
Laine & Reece.
Thank you Paula and children for this wonderful
presentation!
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SALEM’S PRESENCE AT LIONS CLUB
FALL FESTIVAL IN ZIONSVILLE

Andy, from Saturday’s
Warrior Dash to
Sunday’s Balloon Man.

,

Thank you to Andy,
Charlie, and Virginia
for helping
coordinate the booth,
and to all other
volunteers who
helped with setup,
staffing, and teardown. 486 “Jesus
Loves Me” balloons
were given to kids at
the festival along
with rulers, bouncy
balls, & bracelets all
with Christian
messages. Hundreds
of Salem Calendar of
Events Flyers were
given to many adults
along with a
discussion about our
friendly, country
church… large
enough to
serve – small
enough to care.

Virginia and Annie

Even the
young
ones got
in on the
act … or
at least in
on the
fun!

Andy and Jim

Sydney
Rebecca

Adam
Brandon

Susan
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SALEM’S CELEBRATES
180th ANNIVERSARY

Paula conducting
Children’s Time

Above: Alyssa and
Jessica direct the hoop
race. Left: Four of the
winners in the cake
walk lead by Sharon
Walker.

Noah

Rev Bert Kite portrayed John Wesley, father of the
Methodist Movement, at Salem Church’s 180th
Anniversary worship service. John Wesley proclaimed,
“We should be rigorous in judging ourselves and gracious
in judging others” and “Catch on fire with enthusiasm
and people will come for miles to watch you burn.”
Senator Dan Coats sent a letter of congratulations. Some
of the special guests/attendees were Rev. Michelle Cobb,
District Superintendent; Mrs. Bert (Debbie) Kite; and
Ginny Cain, Indpls. Reg. Director for Sen. Coates.

Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as ever you can.
Rev. Bert Kite

z

Mia Nguyen Chamberlin

~ John Wesley

Above: Salem family
enjoying picnic while
listening to barbershop
songs by Sycamore Road.
Right: Rev. Cobb and Rev.
Miller getting a plateful!

The Chamberlin family joyously
welcomes their new family member.
Baby Mia arrived September 10, 2014
at 12:32 p.m. She was 9 lbs 8 oz and 22
¾ inches. Mommy Hang and Mia
are doing fine. Mia is welcomed by
daddy Paul and sister Leila, and
paternal grandparents Tom and Connie
Chamberlin. The family thanks
you for your thoughts and prayers.

Oct 5
Oct 12
Oct 19
Oct 26

October Nursery & Fellowship Refreshments
Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed
Virginia C
Chicken Noodle Dinner Leftovers
Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed

Salem United Methodist Church
6701 South 775 East (on Kissel Road)
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve.

Small enough to care.

HOMEMADE NOODLES to EAT and to BUY! YUM!!
The best advertising is by word-of-mouth,
so please do share this information with your
family, friends and neighbors inviting them
to attend Salem’s Annual Chicken Noodle
Dinner as well as the UMW Bake Sale on
Saturday, October 18th. Homemade noodles
available to purchase! Let’s have a big crowd
for this fun-filled annual community event!
Profits go to Salem UMC-Zionsville and
UMW Mission Projects.

Salem Scribbles
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Salem United Methodist Church
Minister: Rev. Jim Miller 317-429-9090 Cell 317-450-1461

Upcoming Events
Nov 2nd – 1st Sunday of Nov recognized
as All
KKSaints’ Sunday by
many Christians. Also –
Change clocks–Daylight
Savings Time ends…
FALL BACK one hour.

Nov 6th, 13th, 20th – Choir Practices
Nov 9th –Veterans’ Recognition at Salem
Nov 11th – Trustees Meeting 6:30 pm
Nov 12th – Missions Meeting 7:00 pm
Nov 16th – Salem Holiday Pitch-In and
Fletcher Place Donations
Nov. 17th – Adm. Board Mtg. 7 pm
Nov 23rd – Hanging of the Greens (following
Worship Service)
Nov

27th

– Happy Thanksgiving &
Wheeler Mission Drumstick
Dash at 9 am in Broad Ripple
www.drumstickdash.org

Nov 29th – Fletcher Place Service Day
10 am until 2 pm (See Danelle or Bill
Butler for details.)
Nov

30th

–

1st

Sunday of Advent

Dec 7th – Christmas Cheer Bags Assembly
and Distribution
Dec 14th – Youth Christmas Program - Susan
Ottinger, Program Coordinator (Practice
on Dec 13th at 10 am)
Dec 24th – Traditional Candlelight
Eve Service 9 pm

Pastor’s Pen
It has been a busy and successful Autumn for Salem. A lot-of-people put in
a lot-of-time that resulted in a lot-of-success. Just think about it! It started
with the Love INC Banquet, followed by the Zionsville Fall Festival, and then
Grandparents’ Sunday. Several people helped your pastor move and hours
were spent making noodles. On September 21st Salem enjoyed the
180th Anniversary Celebration with a special visit from John Wesley. Then
came the Salem Campout, which was a great success with 70+ people
attending, most of whom were children and youth. What a night!!!
In October, we observed World Wide Communion Sunday, attended our
Charge Conference, had our annual fall cleanup, and conducted an
extremely successful Chicken Noodle Dinner and UMW Bake Sale. We
participated in the CROP Walk. We were also there to support the Peterson
family through the death of their loved one, Linda, as well as showing our
love to the Jake Foster family in their hour of grief and Kathy and Andy
Mehlhop with the passing of her brother, David Anderson.
To the many people who gave of their time during this Autumn
season, special thanks must be given. And oh, yes, we also met
each Sunday Morning in Christian fellowship to worship God.
Even with several of our regulars taking trips out-of-town, our
attendance was maintained. As your Pastor, let me express my
deepest gratitude to all of you.

JIM
Sermon topics for November are:
November 2nd
November 9th
November 16th
November 23rd
November 30th

“A Second Chance”
“On Lifting Our Eyes to the Hills”
“Where Has My Heart Gone?”
“Going Home for Thanksgiving”
“You Just Won!”

To honor Military Veterans you may
want to visit the Memorial Plaza at the
Zionsville VFW Post #79 or the new
9/11 Twin Towers Plaza honoring
all heroes. Both were projects
completed by Zionsville Eagle Scouts.
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
2nd Eric Hand
6th Judy Washburn
8th Cary Cervenka
12th Tom Chamberlin
24th Annabelle Aldous
28th Stacy Dieckman

4th Mike Thayer
7th Phyllis Bakeis
11th Jay Harmon
20th Alta Davis
24th Nathan Hand

5th Steve Robinson
7th Paula Overman
11th Steve Sharp
23rd Rush Harmon, Jr.
25th Mary Nichols
28th O Hamilton

NOVEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES
4th Bill & Danelle Butler
16th Richard & JoAnn Arbuckle

THE FOLLOWING NEED YOUR PRAYERS
Leonard Alexander
Joshua Barrows, Jr.
Mary Clayton
Peg Eaton
Sharlene Grizzle
Chuck Hamerin
Paul Hollingsworth
Tanya Irwin
Lucy Johnson
Britney Maker
Jim’s Aunt Ila
Arlene & David Nichols
Wayne & Norma Patton
Jane Taylor
Danielle Tooley
Martha Starkey
Bill Walker

Marcia (Lowder) Baker
Gene & Dodie Bear
Alta Davis
Lana Funkhouser
Mark Hancock
Martha Hertel
Dustin Hudson
Lillie Johnson
Adeline Leslie
Rev. Jim Miller
David Milliner (sp)
Mary Jean Ottinger
Mabel Ann Pavey
Larry Thatcher
Irene Sprong
Ann & Bing Stum
Krissy Wall

“Heavenly Father, hold our troops in
Your loving hands. Protect them as
they protect us in this our time of need.
And Father, continue to bless all
veterans and their families, especially
those who have given the ultimate
sacrifice. These things we humbly ask
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord
and Savior. Amen.”

Gary & Raymond Swope, Jr.

Vic & Dawn Lebel – grandparents of Autumn Hansen
Violet’s Aunt Isabelle & Uncle Bob Scout
Violet’s sister-in-law Theresa Hoagland
Violet’s great niece Courtney Romney
Steve’s friends John Canfield-serving 3rd Tour of Duty in
Afghanistan & Ray Robert-sister passed w/brain aneurism.
Our prayers go to Jon Peterson and family with the passing of
Linda, wife-mother-grandmother-friend.
Our prayers go to Kathy Mehlhop and the Anderson family
with the passing of her brother, David Anderson.

Pray for Christians everywhere; people in
hospitals-nursing homes; and those who suffer
from conflicts around the world. Special
thoughts and prayers for Garrett Baston, Marine
Randy Bowlen, and Pvt. Logan King as well as
Garrett Houx who is now stateside. Please
remember Chester C. Sansoucie, S. Sgt, 415 Inf,
104 Div, from Missouri. Died in WWII on
2/23/45. He received the Purple Heart which is
currently in Ben Pauley’s possession.
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TIM’s NOVEMBER REPORT

Spring into Summer... Summer into Fall... As the fall season slowly drifts away, we will soon return to the winter season
around the bend. Colder yes, but a season of its own special beauty and celebration.
November offers many activities at Salem from our All Saints Day Worship Service, Veteran's Recognition, Pitch-in and
Fletcher Place Donations, the Hanging of the Greens and winding down with one of our greatest American traditions of
all - Thanksgiving; celebrating the harvest season and the many blessings this year has brought to us all.
Thanks to all who did so much in October… from our Diaper and Formula Drive to our over-the-top Chicken & Noodle
Dinner and UMW Bake Sale. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you!
You Boone County UMC Cluster Wants YOU
After 4 1/2 years, I am stepping down as Chair of the Boone County UMC Cluster. It’s just time to change it up. There
are great opportunities as we look ahead from building on the foundation that has been developed, figuring out how to
reach the explosive growth in SE Boone County and much more in ministries to our changing community county-wide.
I believe the Cluster is vital to our United Methodist Churches in Boone County staying connected, sharing ideas and
delivering ministries that could not be done alone. Please give serious thought to getting involved with the Cluster.
See me with any questions or whom to contact.
Growth in our Community
It’s no secret how crowded and congested it is getting to be in this once rural area. For those who remember and
reminisce of those years gone by, thank God we can stand by the church's front door and see little evidence of this
change. But change it is and we don't have to travel far to see it.
We all are challenged at what "church" means to the society of today. Why is it so many wait until times of crisis and
desperation to call out the Lord's name? I'm not sure but as "John Wesley" questioned at Salem 180th Celebration on
the 21st of September, "Is Salem entering its years of decline or poised to take on the future and grow?” I prefer the
latter but don't believe it will ‘just happen’ oh so easily. Please study thoughtfully and with prayer how we can better
reach out to our new neighbors to know God, understand His grace and mercy and the joys of living in the love of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Thanks Rev!
I, as well as many of you know how our pastor gets around! Knowing he'll just say "Awe geez", I just have to add a
special thank you to Rev. Miller from all of your Salem family. October was such a busy month (which month isn't?)
We do recognize and thank Rev. Miller for his many endeavors and give our appreciation to him with October being
"Pastor's Appreciation Month.” Thanks Rev! and Linda! We love you so!
Great Thanksgiving Blessings,

NEW CONTACT INFORMATION
FOR the Millers
Rev. James & Mrs. Linda Miller
7716 Somerset Bay, Apt B
Indianapolis, IN 46240
(317) 429-9090
Cell (317)450-1461

Tim

NEW CONTACT INFORMATION
FOR the Pattons
Rev. Wayne & Mrs. Norma Patton
2460 Glebe Street, Apt 218
Carmel, IN 46032
(317) 344-0518
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Synopsis of Rev. Miller’s Sermon August 3, 2014

“SOMEONE HAS TO MAKE IT REAL”
Psalm 1

Romans 2:22-29

Romans 2:22-23 “You are so proud of knowing
God’s laws, but you dishonor Him by breaking them.
No wonder the scriptures say that the world speaks
evil of God because of you.”
These harsh words were written by Paul to the church in Rome. This was the same Paul who when
writing to the church at Corinth, wrote the beautiful words of the love chapter. To the church at Rome
he was pretty straight forward. He thought they were poor Christian role models. We all have a need for
role models. Paul believed that and scolded the Christians in Rome by telling them their behavior was
causing non-Christians to speak evil of God. God is looking for Christian role models today. Someone out
there has to make it real. Christ is the role model we should all follow.
1. There is no such thing as a perfect role model. If you are expecting perfection from other people,
you are living in an ivory tower. You can dare to help others even when you sometimes fail. The
best Christian model is always a “humble servant”. You do not have to be perfect to be an
influence on others.
2. All of us are already role models to someone. Most of us are relatively blind to the power of our
influence at first. Your capacity to influence others may be far greater than you realize. What you
do and say is highly important to someone. Many times you may not even be aware of it. Let your
light shine that people may see your good works.
3. The world wants a role model to follow. I think the world is waiting for Christians to set an
example in their speech, in their conduct, in their faith and in their love. Faith is something we
proclaim and celebrate. It is something we live and demonstrate and share wherever we are.
What Paul is saying is that modeling is a way of behaving; not just a way of believing.
Jesus is our role model, and God wants you to become one too.
Dear Father; the world needs role models. Help us to let our
light shine so that all might see Christ through us. Amen

One definition of humility is a lowering of oneself in relation to others, a state or the act of being humble, a
freedom of pride and arrogance, and having a modest opinion or estimate of one’s own worth. Moses was
said to be the meekest man on earth (Numbers 12:3) but he was not weak; meekness is strength that is under
control. “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6.) Until a person humbles
themselves they can never receive the Grace of God which is a gift that only He gives to those who are of a
humble and contrite nature. Make a conscious decision to be humble, especially if you are in a position of
power at home, at work, in faith communities, on the sports field, etc. Be ‘attuned’ – sensitive and aware – to
the perspectives, emotions, and honorable motivations of others. Have the capacity to see the world through
the eyes of another person. A tender, humble heart is one that is receptive to change, to other ideas and one
that is open to being in submission to God. God tells us to walk humbly with others and with Him.
A few Scripture References on Humility: Isaiah 57:15 & 66:2, Matthew 18:1-4 & 23:10-12,
Philippians 2:3-4, I Peter 5:5-6, Ephesians 4:1-3, Micah 6:8, and II Chronicles 34:27
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 To October Fellowship Donors – Larry & Martha Randel; Margeret Yde,
Ritchie, Danean & Ruthie Thatcher; and the Butler Family. Plus for the
delicious Chicken Noodle Dinner leftovers!
 To our Faithful Acolytes – Rebecca & her friend Quinn, Brandon,
Sydney, Reece and Austin
 To October Nursery Angels – Laine & Danelle Butler, Virginia Crose and
Violet Thomas
To ALL who helped with the fall cleanup at Salem on October 11th and the leaves on the 18th.
To Christine Yovanovich for her beautiful violin music on World Communion Sunday.
To EVERYONE who helped make noodles for the dinner and for the UMW bake sale.
To EVERYONE who donated items (such as cooked chickens and pies), volunteered to work,
brought family and friends all of which helped to make Salem’s Annual Chicken Noodle Dinner
and UMW Bake Sale a huge success. Thanks Starr & Marshall and for Bake Sale/UMW & Susan.
To Missions and Bob & Paula Overman for the 2nd Annual Campout with Christ and all 70+
attendees. Also to Danelle Butler for Scavenger Hunt (Proverbs 15:1), relay with tricycles by
Violet & Danny Thomas, straw from the Lamar’s, hay wagon from Jeff Ottinger, tent from the
Ricketts, those who donated food and pumpkins, and all others whom this editor may have
unintentionally not mentioned (this is the only info editor knew.)
To Samantha Starkey for your delicious Pumpkin Streusel Cake for dinner volunteers!
To Kathy Mehlhop for updated 2015 tri-fold Salem brochures.

HOW DO YOU SERVE NOODLES TO OVER 400 PEOPLE?

By using 25 dozen eggs and 115 pounds of
flour to make 40 gallons of cooked noodles. Then flavor them with 34 cooked & deboned chickens w/broth plus
extra cans of broth. Add some potatoes, green beans, corn, salad and dessert…
Result…over 400 happy noodle-loving folks served a delicious meal!
From 3:40 until after 7 pm Salem served meals non-stop. At one point the line circled
Fellowship Hall! Some 175+ families and 400+ paid meals (including carry-outs)
were served. One person paid for the next five people in line…this took on a bit of a
domino effect. One couple celebrating their 15th wedding anniversary came to
Salem for a ‘home cooked meal.’ There were ladies from Georgia here to enjoy ‘Amish food’…and some of
Donna’s friends…plus some Canby relatives attended the dinner. One couple was headed to Cracker Barrel but
decided to come here. Fanny Rosenstihl said the raspberry pie was the
best ever! Another gentleman saw the dinner sign in Thayer’s yard, took a
picture of it with his Smart Phone and used Siri to get directions to the
church (so our lawn/road signs work!) One group of seven ladies came
early and ‘needed a table for seven.’ They were escorted to the preschool classroom and stayed there for well over an hour eating, visiting
and having a grand time! As folks visited with one another as well as
Salem volunteer workers, you’d hear stories about “my parents were
married in this church,” or “some of my family members are buried in
Salem Cemetery.” Friends of Rosemary Shortz attended. They still miss
her and kept her in their thoughts while attending the annual dinner.
Each year more of Mehlhop’s neighbors attend the dinner, too.
After expenses of $500+ the profit from the dinner will possibly be $3,726+.
Thank you Starr, Marshall, Kathy H, Marie, Kathy S and EVERYONE who
helped in any way to make the dinner a success!
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Thank you Margeret Yde for
organizing Salem CROP Walkers.

Thank You Sunday School Teachers!!
Thank you
Overmans,
Missions, and
Campers!

Thank you
Virginia, Rev.
Bert Kite, and
all who helped
and enjoyed
Salem’s 180th
Anniversary.
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Saturday, November 29th, 10am -2pm.
Come join the Salem Youth at Fletcher Place as we help setup for the
Christmas shopping area and organizing the food pantry. See how our
donations are put to good use, enjoy the fellowship and help Fletcher Place
make a Merry Christmas for families in need. More details to follow during
Community Time. Contact Danelle Butler at danellembutler@gmail.com
with questions.

LOOSE CHANGE
Third Quarter collection for Indiana Methodist
Children’s Home in Lebanon was $179.74.

Liliana Grace Culbertson weighing 7.1 pounds was born
at 7:01 a.m., September 29th at Community North
Hospital. She is the daughter of Ashlee Miller and Max
Culbertson and sister of Zoey Culbertson. She is the
granddaughter of Rev. Jim and Linda Miller. Liliana currently
weighs 8.13 pounds and can lift and hold up her head. “She is
healthy and growing very nicely,” said mom Ashlee.

SALEM NEEDS YOU
Do you have opinions of what Salem can be or should be in the future? Please consider joining the Future of Salem
Task Force to share your ideas and to consider what Salem can be to Zionsville and surrounding communities. We
have a godly spirit here with a wonderful family atmosphere…our soul is good. Attendance is good and
membership continues to grow. Salem is rich in helping, caring, giving and loving. Salem has a unique history full
of tradition. Therefore, we should discuss plans on how to continue to thrive. Do we need more classrooms or
additional parking? Would we ever need a second service? How can we build on programs and missions we
currently have at Salem? This group is open to all. You may give as much or little time on your part as you
determine…but mainly, we do need your thoughts, ideas, and questions/concerns. Whether you ‘officially join’ or
simply attend one or two meetings, YOU are important to Salem and these discussions. Please contact Rev. Miller
or Board Chair Tim Ottinger with questions/ideas or to be a part of the Future of Salem Task Force.

NOV
Fellowship
Nursery
2th The Hipsky’s
Reece & Danelle Butler
9th The Ottinger’s
Susan Ottinger
16th The Crose’s
Virginia Crose
23rd Scott & Ann Hokanson
VOLUNTEER NEEDED
30th VOLUNTEER NEEDED
VOLUNTEER NEEDED
To volunteer please call Virginia (317-873-2956) or email
Salemumc_bulletin@SBCGlobal.net

SALEM HONORS VETERANS
Bring family, friends, neighbors and enjoy special
honor service for Veterans on Sunday, November 9th.
Feel free to wear uniforms, hats, pins, etc.

NEEDED for 2015 DIRECTORY
New address, phone (cell), email, name, family addition??
Please notify Marie Urick by November 10th of any changes. Call 769-6331,
give her a note in person, or email to marieu@vwcoa.com .

Brandon – Jim – Duane
Miller

Salem United Methodist Church
6701 South 775 East (Kissel Road/800E)
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve.

Small enough to care.

2014 Fletcher Place Christmas Donations
Please Bring Donations to Salem Church by November 16th or Sooner
FOOD PANTRY/GROCERIES
Beans & Rice
Canned Tuna
Pasta & Spaghetti
Mac & Cheese
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Toilet Paper (4 packs)
Old Fashioned Oats
Variety of Canned Fruits
15-Bean Soup Bag
Variety of Canned Veg
Fresh Apples, Potatoes
Canned Tomatoes
Carrots & Onions
Canned Soups
Aluminum Foil
Trash Bags
FOOD PANTRY/GROCERIES
New clothing is greatly appreciated. Gently used
clothing for all ages, including adults, is also
accepted. CASH DONATIONS may also be made to
help cover the cost of programs. Please make your
check payable to Salem UMC with notation “For
Fletcher Place.” Give check to Judy Washburn or
Paula Overman. Cash donations will be combined
so one grand total check from Salem Church will be
given to Fletcher Place.

Clothing for ages 0 – 18
Jeans, sweatshirts, sweaters,
socks & underwear
Toys & Games
Board Games, books, art
supplies, etc.
Teen Gifts
Sports equipment, journals, art
supplies, wallets/purses, alarm clocks.
Parent’s Gifts
Small kitchen items, blenders,
bath towels, etc.
BLANKETS
CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS (empty)
Other appropriate gifts which can be used by
children, adults, families.
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Coming Events
Choir Practice Dates – 6:30 pm

Dec 4, 11 & 18. Confirm w/Tina Hand.

Multiple Dates for Amazon Gift Wrapping
Project have been selected – see
Steve Hipsky for more details.

Pastor’s Pen
The Christmas season at Salem promises to be exciting and joyful.
Let me share with you what I mean. This year, the Advent Season
begins November 30th and ends on Christmas Day, December 25th .
We will be celebrating the coming of God to earth in the form of
the Baby Jesus.

Nov 30th – 1st Sunday of Advent
Dec 7th – 2nd Sunday of Advent.
Also, North Central District
Conference at St. Luke’s, 700 E.
Southway Blvd, Kokomo at 2 pm

Dec 10th – Missions Meeting at 7 pm
Dec 11th – UMW Christmas Meeting at
12 Noon – packing IUMCH Gift Boxes.

Dec 7th & 13th – Youth Christmas
Program Practice at 10:00 am
(Maybe Dec 4th too – see Coordinator
Susan Ottinger)

Dec 14th – 3rd Sunday of Advent.
Salem’s Youth Christmas Program.
Cheer Bags Assembled & Delivered.

Dec 21st – 4th Sunday of Advent (and
First Day of Winter.)

December 24th – Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service at 9:00 pm
December 25th – Baby Jesus is Born!
Jan 1st – HAPPY NEW YEAR

Our inspiring worship services include:
November 30 - "Awaiting Further Light." Jesus is the greatest
Word that can be said about God. The Christian faith is not a set of
propositions to be accepted̶̶̶̶̶̶ - ̶̶̶it is a person to be followed.
December 7 - "What Do You Expect?" Christmas includes great
expectations. What are you really hoping for this year? The
acknowledgement that the Messiah was about to be born was
thrilling to the people of Israel. Will this Christmas meet your
expectations?
December 14 - The Annual Youth Christmas Program… you will
not want to miss it. And UMW coordinates Cheer Bags today.
December 21 - "Witness to Wonder." Grace invaded gravity.
Infinite love became finite creation. The limitless God entered our
human limitations. Unbounded life was bound in a baby blanket
and laid in a manger.
December 24 – Enjoy Salem’s beautiful and traditional Candlelight
Service
December 28 - "You Have Already Won!"
I will be taking a Sabbatical Leave for the
months of January and February.
Filling in for me in January will be
Rev. Chester Mayflower.
Rev. Jim Ewing will be here for the
month of February. I will be back
for the Lenten Season and thereafter.

JIM
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Birthdays
4th Sarah Alexander
9th Diane Ward
18th Olivia Stone
27th Norma Patton

4th Tom Overman
14th Ginger Bright
21st Delaine Davis
28th Deanna King
31st Pam Hill Gibson

6th Britney Lee Maker
17th Michael Alexander
23rd Chalmer Crose
29th Joshuah Stone

Happy Anniversary
Happy
Birthday

5th Bing & Ann Stum
10th Mike & Jill Hampton
28th Rev. Jim & Linda Miller

The following need your prayers.
Leonard Alexander
Joshua Barrows, Jr.
Connie Chamberlin
Alta Davis
Lana Funkhouser
Mark Hancock
Paul Hollingsworth
Tanya Irwin
Adeline Leslie
Jim’s Aunt Ila
Arlene & David Nichols
Wayne & Norma Patton
Jon Peterson
Jane Taylor
Martha Starkey
Gary & Raymond Swope, Jr.
Krissy Wall

Marcia (Lowder) Baker
Gene & Dodie Bear
Mary Clayton
Peg Eaton
Sharlene Grizzle
Chuck Hamerin
Dustin Hudson
Lucy Johnson
Britney Maker
David Milliner
Mary Jean Ottinger
Mabel Ann Pavey
Cody & daughter Zoey Pittman
Danielle Tooley
Ann & Bing Stum
Bill Walker
Chuck Vogt

Vic & Dawn Lebel – grandparents of Autumn Hansen
Violet’s Aunt Isabelle & Uncle Bob Scout
Violet’s sister-in-law Theresa Hoagland
Violet’s great niece Courtney Romney
Steve’s friends Chief John Canfield (Air Natl. Guard)-serving 3rd Tour of
Duty in Afghanistan & Ray Robert-his sister passed w/brain aneurism.
In harmony with Newton, Connecticut, please pause for a moment
of silence and prayer at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, December 13th to honor
the twenty students and six adults who died at Sandy Hook Elementary
School two years ago.
Prayers for the Pittman family at the passing of wife and mother,
Cassie, in a vehicular accident.
Prayers for the Hertel Family at the pasting of Martha, widow of
Rev. James Hertel, Sr.

Continue to remember
those mentioned on All
Saint’s Sunday at Salem.

Pray for our troops, near and
far; persecuted Christians
everywhere; people in
hospitals-nursing homes;
and those who suffer from
conflicts around the world.
Special thoughts and prayers
for Curtis Michaels – a
private in basic training at Ft.
Benning, GA, for Garrett
Baston, Marine Randy
Bowlen, and National Guard
Private Logan King, as well
as Garrett Houx who is now
stateside.
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Synopsis of Rev. Miller’s Sermon
from August 31, 2014

“Walls or Bridges?”
Numbers 14:1-9

Matthew 11:25-30

Ephesians 4: “Instead, be kind to each
other, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another just as God has forgiven you.”
Paul writes: “Now your attitude and thoughts must be constantly changing for the better. You must be
a new and different person. Clothe yourself with this new nature. Stop being mean, bad-tempered and
angry. Quarreling, harsh words and dislike of others should have no place in your lives. Instead, be kind
to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving of one another just as God has forgiven you because you
belong to Christ.” That is our goal as Christians. How you treat people, what you think about other
people, and how you respond to them should not be considered casually.
- We can try to ignore people. It is easier to build a wall keeping people out than it is to build a relationship
bridge of trust. Venture outside of your comfort zone and go around your wall. Life will become more interesting.
- We can tear people down. We all do it in some way. Sins of the flesh are always harmful to us and should be
avoided. But the sins against the spirit of another person often are overlooked and are the worst kind of sin.
Sometimes we do not look to see all the good, the beauty or perhaps the struggles that are in a person. One of the
things that can destroy another person is to make them doubt themselves. Do not ignore people or tear them down.
Paul said: “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another.”

We need to build people up. You will be surprised to see how by helping other people you affect yourself.
William Henson said, “Jesus was always seeing people as they were and what they could become.” First on the path
of faith is “Love the Lord with all your heart, strength and mind.” Next, is learning how to love others… “And your
neighbor as yourself.”
-

John tells us that “He came into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world through him
might be saved.” He saw people for what they could be. That is what Jesus did for us. He saw our sins,
our short comings, our failures and loved us anyway. God sent Jesus to save us – to build us up and not
tear us down. That is what God wants us to be about – building up.
Paul captured what Jesus taught by saying: “Be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, just as God has forgiven you .” A prayer: “Dear Father, help us to be kind to each

other, tenderhearted and forgiving. Help us to further Your kingdom on earth. Amen.”
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TIM’S DECEMBER REPORT

SALEM TASK FORCE LUNCHEON
On January 25, 2015, after worship service, Salem will host a catered lunch (no muss, no fuss) to have
fellowship and introduce ideas for the "Salem Task Force" which will be a group of people assembled
for a short period of time to explore a particular topic…that being the “Future of Salem Church.” We
trust it will be a fun-filled, lively and informative luncheon. Everyone at Salem is encouraged to attend
the luncheon and make suggestions with all suggestions being considered. Remember, there are no
‘silly’ suggestions…everyone’s ideas will be valued and considered. Those interested in participating
with this group will then begin meeting in 2015 to discuss and bring forth ideas for the Future of
Salem. (For families with children, do stay for the children can play in the classrooms…there will be
supervision over the little ones.)
Everyone is invited to this luncheon. Please mark January 25th from
about 11:00 AM- 1:00 PM for this discussion during our catered lunch.
We hope to see all you there!
Good blessings!

Tim
On November 30th Christians the world over lit the first of four candles on their
Advent wreaths. Advent includes the four Sundays before Christmas and ends
on Christmas Eve and the word is from the Latin word adventum which means
“coming.” Each year Christians contemplate and celebrate the coming of Jesus.
The arrival of Jesus of Nazareth is often linked with Isaiah Chapter 40:
“Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight
in the wilderness a highway for our God. Every
valley shall be raised up; every mountain
and hill made low; the rough places shall
become level, and the rugged places a plain.”
Ancient world people knew exactly what those words meant. When
a king was coming to visit a community – a tremendous honor to its
residents – lavish preparations had to be made. All obstacles on the
king’s path had to be removed. Rocks swept aside. Rough places were
patched and sometimes even ‘mountains’ were made low. And perhaps
that’s what we should do for Christmas…we need to prepare the way
for Christ’s arrival into our personal lives. The rocks, or obstacles, in our
own lives need to be set aside and the rough places made smooth.
Perhaps between now and December 25th the best spiritual preparation
we can undertake is to turn down the noise and the hustle and bustle.
Perhaps try to watch less TV. Be quiet. Gently absent yourself from
a commitment or two. Choose relationships over that year-end
to-do list. In big ways and in small ways, prepare for the Lord.
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 To November’s bright and shining acolytes: Sydney, Austin, Rebecca, Sophie,
Zoey and Haven
Thank
You  To November’s generous fellowship volunteers: the Steve Hipsky Family;
Gracias
Tim, Susan & Rebecca Ottinger; Chalmer & Virginia Crose; Scott & Ann Hokanson;
Gracies
and Margeret Yde
Merci
 To November’s nice nursery volunteers: Susan Ottinger, Virginia Crose and
Danean Thatcher
Grazie
 To Charlie Noble & Tina Hand for their beautiful music and taps on Veterans Sunday.
And to Sophia, Natalie and Abby Dieckman for assisting with the Veterans Event.
Danke
Thanks to our choir guests that day, Sophie Y and Grace L.
Shukran
 To Paula Overman for her special Children’s Time and Virginia Crose for her readings
and awards on Veterans Sunday. And a SPECIAL THANK YOU to all the Veterans in
attendance that day. We honor you and your service!!
 To EVERYONE who brought delicious food for Salem’s Holiday Pitch-in Luncheon. A big thank you to ALL
who donated to Fletcher Place & to the Hamiltons, Washburns, Donna R and Paula O for delivering three
car loads of items plus money totaling $2,176. The coats and gloves were most welcomed and needed.
 To Bob Overman for coordinating and EVERYONE who participated in the Drumstick Dash Thanksgiving
morning with all donations going to support Wheeler Mission.
 To Mark Starkey & Marshall Starkey for re-routing all the drainage lines for the kitchen and ladies’
restroom. A huge and much needed task – well done!
 To Margeret Yde for coordinating last month’s CROP Walk and the Salem participants.
 To Steve Hipksy for coordinating the 2014 Amazon Gift Wrapping Project. Profits will go to the Salem
Youth Camp Fund.
 To Bill Butler for coordinating the Nov 30th Fletcher Place outreach project. Thanks also to all the
Volunteers who helped with the sorting of donations for Christmas distribution to needy families.
 To the Advent Committee Leaders and ALL who participated in the Hanging of the Greens which so
beautifies our friendly, country church and readies it for Advent Season and Christmas. (January 4, 2015 is
the designated Sunday for taking down the greens.)
 To Salem Choir, pianist Tina Hand & organist Marie Urick
for beautiful music, especially on Thanksgiving Sunday
at Salem.
 To Pastor Jim Miller & Linda for all you do for Salem Church
and the Salem Church family. Thanks, Tim, for presenting
the congregational thank you gift to the Millers.

In so many ways – Salem is
Large enough to serve;
Small enough to care.
FELLOWSHIP
Andy & Donna Ricketts
Steve Hipsky & Family
Mike & Nancy Thayer
Volunteer Needed

Dec 7
Dec 14
Dec 21
Dec 28

NURSERY
Volunteer Needed
Youth Program
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and EVENTS
Christmas Cheer Bags
These bags will be assembled and distributed on behalf of Salem Church and UMW on
December 14, 2014 after Worship Service. Donated items should be delivered to Salem
before or by the 14th…place items on one of the back Fellowship Hall tables clearly
marked for Cheer Bags. Current estimate is for preparing 20+ bags. Some suggested
items are Chap stick, hand lotion, hand sanitizer, small
tissue packets, Post-its, pens, postage stamps, low/no
sugar treats, raisins, packaged crackers such as cheese &
crackers or peanut butter & crackers, freshly baked items
such as cookies or fudge (individually wrapped), fresh fruit,
juice boxes, pencils, note pads, diabetic type treats, word
search books, etc. To volunteer to help, to suggest a
name, or for more information please contact UMW
President Judy Washburn 317-873-2754 or
UMW V.P. Paula Overman 317-445-9597.

3rd Annual Salem Rummage Sale
February 7, 2015

Save This Date! Plan Ahead! Begin saving your items now! Make room for
your new Christmas gifts! This is your chance to clean out your attics,
closets and garages all for a good cause. Project sponsored by Missions
Committee. More details will follow soon during Community Time.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT SALEM MISSIONS
Salem’s fourth quarter loose change contributions will go to the Caring Center in Lebanon.
Marsh Gift Cards are available as a fundraising project by Salem UMW. For each $100 purchased,
Salem UMW receives $5 (5%). (See Paula Overman to obtain Marsh Cards.) The Caring Center in
Lebanon and Love, INC are always appreciative of donations. And this is a great time to give to
Indiana United Methodist Children’s Home in Lebanon. They always are very appreciative of any
support / donations they receive. Most of the youth living there now are teens.

Did You Know?
Mike Hampton’s father, Fred, was featured in the November 8, 2014 article in the Zionsville
CURRENT news magazine. Fred was the veteran being honored in “Hampton: A War Hero” –
a recount of his flying missions in Europe during WWII. The article is posted on the new
Conference Room Bulletin Board for all to read. “Fred, thank you for your gallant service.”
“Mike, please bring your father to Salem with you some Sunday – we’d all like to meet him.”
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FEATURED FAMILY
The Thatcher’s

Danean grew up attending Salem with her grandparents, Pete and
Deann Thomas, starting in 1984. Rev. Hertel was the pastor and led
her confirmation class. She accumulated almost 10 years of perfect
attendance before graduating high school and enjoyed participating
in annual Salem activities, as well as UMYF. She graduated from
Brownsburg High School and Ball State University. She met her
husband Ritchie playing softball. He was born and raised in Lebanon,
IN. They discovered that Ritchie was named after and delivered by
Dr. Ritchie Coons, who happened to be the same doctor that
delivered Danean and many others in both families.

Danean, Ruthie & Ritchie

They were married on September 20, 2008 at Salem, by Rev. Wayne Patton. While gathering RSVPs
for the wedding, they discovered that Ritchie’s family has ties to Salem as well. There are several
family members buried in Salem Cemetery, and a great aunt from the Scott family said she grew up
attending Salem Church.
Ruth Elizabeth Thatcher was born October 09, 2011 and baptized November 6, 2011 at Salem by
Rev. Jim Miller. She loves her church family and sharing her church with Great Grandma Bobo
(Deann Thomas); Grandma Paula & Grandpa Bob Overman; Great Aunt Violet & Great Uncle Danny
Thomas; Uncle Joe & Aunt Ashleigh & cousin Tyler Overman; and Uncle Tom & Aunt Sam & cousins
Brookylnn & Lauren Overman! She enjoys spending time at any and all church activities.
Danean and Ritchie are trying to do a little digging into his family’s history at Salem so Ruth will be able to know how
significant the church is in her family history. His Grandmother, Betty (Elizabeth) Scott Thatcher, was 1 of 9 Scott
children that attended Salem. They believe the family connection goes back to her mother, Clara Ruth Sluder Scott,
then her mother, Alice Elizabeth Moore Sluder. Ruth is the 9th generation to attend Salem on Danean’s side; starting
with Allen Brock #1, Pryor Brock #2, James & Ella Holler #3, William & Sylvia Thomas #4, William & Ruth Thomas #5,
Paul (Pete) & Deann Thomas #6, Bob & Paula Overman #7, Ritchie & Danean Thatcher #8, and Ruth Elizabeth
Thatcher #9. In the back of the sanctuary on the east side of the beautiful depiction of Christ is a window given by
James Ellis Holler and his second wife Sarah.
The Thatcher’s live in Brownsburg. Danean still enjoys playing softball, volleyball, wallyball, and bowling with
friends. She currently works part time at Brownsburg Custom Cabinets as the Office Manager. Ritchie is an avid
Boston Red Sox fan, overall sports fan, and bowler. He is a salesman at Pepsi. Ruth enjoys gymnastics, tea parties,
cooking, tractor rides, and learning about animals. They travel to Atlanta, GA to visit Ritchie’s parents regularly.
They all enjoy visiting zoos, aquariums, and parks while traveling.

Ruth’s
Baptism

Salem United Methodist Church
6701 South 775 East (South on Kissel Road/800E)
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve.

Small enough to care.

CHRISTMAS WISH LIST for INDIANA UNITED METHODIST
CHILDREN’S HOME in LEBANON, IN
Youth range in age from 10-21.
Arts and craft kits (sketching papers, pens, art books, how to draw books)
Batteries (AA and AAA)
Beauty products (makeup, lotions, shampoo)
Board games appropriate for teens
Books for teens
Hair Dryers
Cooking utensils for homes
Coffee Maker
Curling irons and flat irons
DVD Players
DVDs (G and PG only)
Electric can openers for homes
Electric razors
Fishing poles
Watches
Game System PS-3 and games
Earbuds
Gift cards to restaurants
Gift cards to Old Navy
I-POD doc radio player
Kitchen Aide Mixer
Movie gift cards to Goodrich Quality Theatres (this is our local theatre in Lebanon)

MP3 players (no video, no wireless)
Museum/Zoo/Theme Park/Sporting Event Tickets
Pot holders and oven mitts for homes, pots and pans for homes
Postage stamps
State Park passes
Towels and washcloths
Tupperware
Wii Games
Writing journals and stationery

