Salem Scribbles
July 2018
Salem United Methodist Church
Pastor Gina Kirkland 765-274-5087 Cell 765-274-9874
Gina.Kirkland@inumc.org
UPCOMING EVENTS
July 1–special musical guests—The Chanters
July 4th – Wednesday…Fly the Flag
July 7th – Andy’s Ride
July 10th – Trustee Meeting 6:30 pm
July 12th – UMW Meeting at Noon
July 16th – Admin Board Meeting 7:00 pm
July 21st – Annual Ice Cream Social 4 – 7 pm
Donna & Andy Ricketts, Chairs
July 22nd – Parents’ Day
July 29th –Picnic & Back-to-School Celebration
Lebanon Memorial Park 5--8.

August 7 – Missions Meeting 6:30 pm
August 26 – Youth Recognition Sunday
September 7—9 Zionsville Fall Festival
Salem UMC will have booth—please sign up
to work the booth or stop by to see us.
Book Bag Blessing (Backpacks) for Youth
returning to school - date TBD by Pastor Gina

The Significance of Parents' Day
Parents' Day is a holiday celebrated, annually,
on the fourth Sunday of July that combines the
concepts of a Fathers' Day and Mothers' Day. It
is a day that commemorates parenthood and
appreciates all parents (including mothers,
fathers, grandmothers and grandfathers, greatgrandmothers and great-grandfathers,
stepmothers and stepfathers, and foster
mothers and fathers) as well as their
contribution to society.
Have you heard change being put in the
offering plate? Any spare change placed in the
offering plate during the worship service for
the 3rd quarter will go to INUMC Children’s
Home in Lebanon.

PASTOR’S PEN
To My Awesome Church Family,
Happy 242nd Birthday America! May the Fourth (force) of the
Holy Spirit be with you all!!! I pray that everyone will remain safe
during this popular holiday week.
We finished a 6-week study called Revival: Faith as Wesley Lived
It, written by Rev. Adam Hamilton. He is the senior pastor of the
22,000-member United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in
Leawood, Kansas who took us on a tour of England while explaining
the life of our church’s founder, John Wesley. We received a better
understanding of being called “Methodists” and the spiritual
connection between our head, heart and soul. We can now explain
the unearned God-given gifts of Prevenient grace, Justifying grace
and Sanctifying grace. We will be taking a summer break and our
next Bible study series will begin September 10th. More details on
our Spiritual gifts study will come in August, so be on the lookout.
It is truly amazing to me that Salem continues to become more
equipped and anointed for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit as we
experience growth in our ministry and faith over this next year
together.
Thank you for your prayers for the Indiana United Methodist
Annual Conference session this year in Indianapolis. It was pretty
doggone interesting. Tim Ottinger, our Lay Delegate, was in
attendance with me and his official report will be presented on
another page 3 & 4. Critical conversations about difficult topics
which are coming up in our future as “United” Methodists will be a
topic of discussion and engagement.
Because of the generosity of some awesome folks we were able
to purchase a portable patient lift in order that we could make
Reggie’s difficult final trip to see his family in Baltimore June 28th
through July 1st. We are so appreciative for the opportunity for
him, to touch, see, kiss, hug and speak with those for whatever
reason cannot get to Indiana before his continued debilitation gets
the best of him. Reggie is doing the best that he can to accept that
he requires 24/7 care and we try to appreciate every moment we
have together. I can’t tell you how much we really appreciate the
prayers, cards, phone calls, prepared meals, and sincere offers for
assistance during this unpredictable time in our lives. You all are
seriously awesome!!!
(Continued on page 3)
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JULY ANNIVERSARIES

JULY BIRTHDAYS
1st Lexi Hipsky
2nd Mary Ann Holmes
5th Bill Butler
9th Reece Butler
11th Eldon Forthum
18th Mason Cruz
20th Robert Overman
21st Josephine Mary Hand
30th Will Alexander

1st Haven Starkey
5th Rev. Chester Mayflower
6th Jen Kidder
10th Ann Hamilton
14th Tina Lizama
18th Avery Faye Davis
21st Teri Cruz
23rd Chaleen Crose Faulkner
30th Jan Beanblossom

2nd Jason Isaacs
5th Harry ‘Bing’ Stum
8th Wolf Faulkner
11th Millie Lewis
16th Connie Chamberlin
19th Virginia Crose
21st Hazel Lynn Hand
29th Harry Bivens

2nd Eric & Janet Holcomb
7th Mark & Angie Hough
7th Rev. Phil & Millie Lewis
7th Steve & Kathy Sharp
13th Dave & Carole Tucker
27th Freddy & Teri Cruz

(If you or a family member is not on our birthday and/or anniversary monthly list used in Scribbles and would like to be, please give
name/month/day to
Martha Randel
SiSRandel@gmail.com)

PRAYER LIST
Adam
Addie
Annabelle Aldous
Mike Alexander
Alex Anzeveno
Arnold's Grandson
Carolyn
Aunt Nancy
Lucy Baker
Skip Barker
Ken Beatty
Mark Bolts
Bill Butler
Carolyn and Anna
Valentine Conceptione Family

Janet Conway
Aiden Cruz
Bob Curry
Marge Curry
Andy's friend Danny
Bonnie Davis
Donna David
Linda Lou Dawson
Carla Fletcher
Lisa Flynn
Forthum granddaughter Tiffany

Heather Gallagher
Terrenzo Grinstone, Sr.

Mary Hamerin
Ann & O Hamilton
Mark Hancock
Rush & Ruth Harmon
Therese Hampton Henry
Charles Hoagland
Louise Hoagland
Theresa Hoagland
David Jackson
Tracy James
Gail Johnson
David Jones
Dr. Kevin & Dawn Welch
Katelyn
Warren Killian
Deanna King
Gina Kirkland
Reginald Kirkland
Maxine Lamar
Britney Maker
Jane Martin
Ashley Medaris
Rev. Jim Miller
Linda Miller
Nancy Miller
Andrea Morehead
Charlie Noble
Mildred (Mid) Noble

Deb & David Overman
Samantha Overman
Norma Patton
Rev. Wayne Patton
Jason Picking
Natalie Postma
Preston
Carolyn Reutter
Ellen Rusk
Stephanie Seifts
Charles Stant
Marshall Starkey
Carl Stewart
Esther Stonecipher
Ann & Bing Stum
Mike Sulfridge
Jane Taylor
Danny Thomas
Anita & Brian Turpin
Lindsey Turpin
Jill Ullrey
Bill Walker
Sharon Walker
Alex Weis
Nick Whitaker
Jill Will
Cody Wilson
Karen (Stultz) Wyatt

Pray for our Salem family. Pray
for our troops, near and far;
persecuted Christians everywhere; people in hospitals and
nursing homes; and those who
suffer from conflicts around the
world including terrorism. Pray
for victims of natural disasters
such as hurricanes and volcanic
eruptions. Pray for Coptic
Christians and for victims of
recent church fires and wildfires.
Pray for those impacted by the
Noblesville Middle School
shooting. Prayers for teacher
Jason Seaman and student Lisa on
a full recovery. Pray for those
with unspoken requests. Pray for
our local first responders, EMS,
medical teams, fire fighters and
police who give immediate help
for those in need. Pray for our
protectors, border patrol officers,
security guards, and for victims of
crimes. Pray for our country and
the world. And do continue to
pray for “Old Man Cline!”
{All Mankind}

For Prayer List updates, please contact Martha Randel at SiSRandel@gmail.com.

Prayers for the family of Stewart King with his recent passing.
Prayers for Tiffany (granddaughter of Eldon & Betty Forthum) traveling to Japan to coach a track team.
Prayers for the Lee and Blackwell families with the passing of Joan Lee, Connie Blackwell’s mother.
Praise from Nancy Burrell for the prayers Salem UMC lifted during her lung cancer treatments. She is cancer free.
Praise for Bill Butler’s speedy recovery following his surgery.
Praise for Tina Hand’s speedy recovery following hip replacement surgery.
Praise for Brad Holmes who has been able to return to work following a lengthy rehab.
(son of John & Mary Ann Holmes)
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ASK THE PASTOR

Dear Pastor Gina,
You keep on talking about we need to go outside the walls of the church making disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world, and I agree that’s what we are supposed to do. My issue is that I am not as animated and
“enthusiastic” as you. I’m scared to death step out like that. It’s even hard for me to talk to people that I don’t even know.
Does this make me a ‘weak’ Christian?
Sincerely,
Super Shy

Dear Super Shy,
Thank you for your awesome question! I’m pretty sure there are several other people who were wondering the same
thing also. To answer your question, “NO!” Quietness does not make you a weak Christian. You are just a shy Christian who
doesn’t talk a lot. What really matters is your relationship and connection to Christ. I can pretty much guarantee that people
see the light of Christ in you. There is an old adage that says, “Actions speak louder than words,” and this is very true. It’s
amazing how God has created all of us uniquely to reach and connect with others utilizing different gifts bestowed upon
each of us.
My best advice is to continue being uniquely you and continue to strengthen your relationship with Christ with personal
Bible study and communication with the Lord. Then everything else will fall into place. I’ll keep praying for your boldness
in the Lord.

Much love, Pastor Gina (aka PG)
As a reminder, if anyone would like or needs to contact me, I want to make sure you have my contact information. I do accept text, email and Facebook messages.

1100 Imel Drive, Anderson, IN 46012

765-274-9874 Cell

(Pastor’s Pen Continued from Page 1)
I seriously hope and pray that you know
how ‘exceptionally fond’ of each of you I
am. Thank you all very much for
everything you do to make me feel
accepted, respected, supported and loved
as your pastor. I sincerely love each and
every one of you.

In the Love of Christ, Pastor Gina
Congratulations
to Dylan Hamerin
on his recent
graduation from
Western Boone
High School. His
adventure
continues at
UIndy this fall.

Gina.Kirkland@inumc.org

765-274-5087 Home

Eagle Elementary is no longer collecting bottle
caps. Salem can STOP donating them. Thank
you to everyone who contributed.
Andy’s Ride is July 7. Starting at noon at the
Zionsville American Legion, it includes a car
show, raffle & a live blues band.
The Murat Chanters are singers of the Murat
Shriners group. They will sing for us on July 1
which will be our July 4th celebration Sunday.
The Director is Phil Thrasher. They do not
charge a fee, but accept donations all of which
will go to support children’s hospitals.
The flower fairy made an appearance at the
Salem Chapel. The Hydrangea’s are beautiful.
Thank you!
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2018 ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT
The INUMC Annual Conference was held Thursday, June
7 – Saturday, June 9. The theme” See All the People” is
taken from the Discipleship Ministries’ Campaign of the
same name. It is imperative we take the time for
fellowship with those around us, and specifically, those
outside our walls. It encourages us toward UMC’s goal of
being totally missional by 2020, taking church to our
neighbors and communities.
Besides the usual fellowship, meetings, music, prayer
and miscellaneous reports, I am only focusing on the big
picture issues here.
Missional Church
The "missional church" movement is churches taking the
gospel outside of the church walls to engage society,
being involved not only in missions and evangelism but
also social justice movements. The United Methodist’s
goal of being missional is one of two, overriding
fundamental challenges facing the UMC.
Re-Examining Gender and Human Sexuality Inequalities
The other major issue facing the UMC are conflicts and
differences in the recognition of gender discrepancies
and accepting LBTGQ issues on human sexuality. There is
serious concern of a division in the UMC if these issues
are not resolved amicably across all regions, not just in
the U.S.
The “Commission on a Way Forward”, approved by the
2016 General Conference is undertaking a complete
examination and possible revision of the Book of
Discipline. The church is working through the changes in
society and culture, faced with the same necessities of
rewriting many policies as in the private and public
sectors of business.
Please understand, these can be tumultuous times. It is
imperative we converse differing opinions with respect
and with an open heart and mind. These topics can
quickly become divisive and detrimental to moving
forward toward a peaceful resolution.
Emerging Leaders
In a Laity Luncheon buffeted with presentations from
“Emerging Leaders” in their teens and 20s, I was
impressed by these young boys and girls who have taken

active roles in discipleship and mission work… very
impressed.
However, in my opinion, what was lacking in the 1,600+
in attendance was the generation Z, or “PostMillennials”... those in their 20s or early 30s. This my
friends, is a dire observation and a critical trend that
needs attention. In any institution, youth is our future
and having a void in that age range spells concern.
Fresh Expressions
Fresh Expressions is an international movement,
cultivating new kinds of church alongside existing
congregations to more effectively engage our growing
post-Christian society. That’s right folks—we are in a
“post-Christian society.”
Post Christianity is the loss of the primacy of the
Christian worldview in political affairs, especially in the
Global North where Christianity had previously
flourished, in favor of alternative worldviews such as
secularism or nationalism. It includes personal world
views, ideologies, religious movements or societies that
are no longer rooted in the language and assumptions of
Christianity.
To further their beliefs and causes, around the world,
Christians are stepping out in faith and beginning fresh
expressions of church, new or different forms of church
for a changing culture. Each fresh expression of church is
unique. They can be rural or suburban, in public spaces,
housing projects and college dormitories. There is biker
church, cowboy church, church for artists, church at or
after work; the sky’s the limit. Each is an adventure in
bringing the power of the Gospel to people who might
never experience Christian community and the
transformational and self-giving love of Jesus.
(Continued on page 5)
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(Annual Conference report continued from Page 4)
The World in Which We Live
I saw and heard things at Annual Conference that I don’t
like… Indiana has over 6.5M residents, around 4M are
unchurched with no affiliation to any denomination or
faith.
During the week of Annual Conference, we only heard
about two high profile suicides. In fact, there are 45,000
suicides each year and the number is rising. It is twice
that of homicides. One common theory is isolation of
mind, of community, of family and obviously lost hope
and love through the absence of any faith-based
connection. As I write this a young man in Zionsville has
just taken his own life by suicide.

We must be optimistic.. We must be courageous.. We
must be steadfast in thought, work and prayer. Changing
and challenging times are ever present aren’t they?
Skyler Nimmons, the INUMC Communications Director
has done an exemplary job of posting video highlights of
the 2018 Annual Conference. These can be seen at
vimeo.com/inumc In addition, almost all of what I have
reported here can be found through various links on the
Indiana United Methodist Church website at inumc.org
Thank you,

Tim Ottinger
Lay Representative to Annual Conference

SALEM UMW REPORT
All Salem ladies are invited to attend our UMW
meetings and activities whenever you can! Our first
evening meeting was held on June 14 in order for
those who work or have other daytime commitments
to have the opportunity to participate. Even though
our UMW does not meet in January and February, we
have been very busy planning and hosting our
Mother’s Day Banquet, honoring Love Gift recipients,
making prayer blankets, and our Meijer gift card
project. Plans are already underway for our annual
noodle making as well as various holiday activities.
Join us if you can for our next meeting which will be
here at church at noon on Thursday, July 12!

Violet Thomas, UMW President
Septic System update: Work began to the septic
system on Monday June 4. Weather conditions have
hampered the continuation of this work. Marshall
Starkey, Trustee President, is hopeful that the work
will be done prior to the Ice Cream Social. The port-alet is for the workers—NOT Salem UMC members. 

HIGHER EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
It is the intent of Salem United Methodist Church to
support the important Christian nurturing of its
young people through scholarship awards for its
members/youth. In order to be eligible to be
considered for a Higher Educational Scholarship
Award, specific requirements must be met.
Complete the Application Form and turn it into
Kathy Mehlhop by September 1st or sooner. Forms
are in the vestibule, or request a copy from Kathy.
All requests will be presented to the Salem
Administrative Board for approval. The next board
meetings are on July 16th and September 17th. The
awarded dollars are funded from the annual Ice
Cream Social Dinner. Donations may also be made
directly into the fund.
The application form should be submitted to
Kathy Mehlhop by September 1, 2018 (or sooner!)
In 2017 a $1000 scholarship for each student was
approved by the Salem Administrative Board.
Recipients for the 2017-2018 school year:
Rachael Hamerin in her 2nd year at Purdue pursuing
a B.S. in Studio Arts and Technology; Maddie Imel
attending her first year at IUPUI to study nursing,
and Joseph Lamar who continues at Ivy Tech
studying Diesel Mechanics.
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Father’s Day
Pastor Gina did an alter call for any father or child who was with their father to be
anointed with oil. Gift cards were given by UMW to the father with the most
children present—Scott Kruger and who came the furthest—Aaron Shipley.

On June 16th, Nancy Thayer &
Gene Saubert were married by
Pastor Gina in a private
ceremony. On June 17th Nancy
and Gene shared their good
news by serving wedding cake
during the Fellowship time.

Congratulations
Mr. & Mrs. Saubert

Kate Hamori, a Zionsville native, has been hired as our new Salem UMC Choir Director. She is excited
to add this role to her already varied musical history and experiences.
Kate began playing piano at the age of four and has since gained experience in various wind, orchestral,
and choral ensembles. Over the past five years, she has primarily served as a choral accompanist prior
to joining the choral ensembles at the University of Indianapolis as a soprano last fall. In addition to her
ensemble work, Kate studies music theory and piano and serves as the choral librarian at UIndy. Kate
plans to pursue a doctorate in music theory and become a professor. In her spare time, she enjoys
taking hikes with her dog, Ducky.
In addition to serving as our choir director, from time-to-time Kate will play for our worship service when Tina Hand is
unavailable, and we may also coax her to sing for Salem UMC also.
Be sure to welcome Kate to Salem UMC.

Tina Hand – Worship Music Chair

On Thursday, 5/24/18
Meredith & Keith Harshbarger
welcomed Paisley Kay
Proud grandparents are
Ben & Donna Pauley
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MANY THANKS TO…
 June generous fellowship providers…Overman’s & Thatcher’s, Jon Peterson & Linda Wayman,
Nancy & Gene Saubert, Kathy Houx, Starr & Marshall Starkey.
 June Welcoming greeters…Starr Starkey, Pat Arnold and Mary Hamerin
 June shining acolytes…Rebecca, Quinn, Khamiya, Sydney, Ruth & Wolf
 UMW for coordinating Father’s Day with carnations, recognitions and cards. Scott Kruger had the most
children present and Aaron Shipley traveled the furthest.
 Salem’s choir for its special Father’s Day music.
 Pastor Gina Kirkland for mentoring Salem’s Bible Study on Revival: Faith as Wesley Lived it; a very insightful
program.
 All who supported the Shalom Garden Tour.
 ALL donated bottled water for the Veterans with health needs in Indianapolis. This project was directed by
Diana Ward, Salem UMC member and volunteer at the V.A. Hospital. Also to Eric Hand for delivering the cases
of bottled water. This was a Missions Committee project.
 All who donated blood on June 25th and to Susan Ottinger for organizing this event.
 All who helped pack the Kids Sack Lunches on June 28th, and to all who donated
money to fill those sacks. A HUGE Thank You from Boone County’s less fortunate youth.
 Tim Ottinger for organizing the Kids Sack Lunches here at Salem UMC.
 Danean Thatcher for the organizing of Salem’s annual trip to Holiday World and
Splashin’ Safari. This year the event was expanded to a two day, overnight
experience.
 All our youth who are attending church camp this summer and to Marie Urick for
overseeing this very important youth outreach.
 Natalie Kruger and Susan Ottinger for helping the Confirmands prepare and present
the June 24th worship service.
 Charlie Noble for accompanying the Salem Sprouts who sang, I’ll Fly Away.
 Tarike who sang Holy, Holy, Holy! Accompanied by Sydney.
 Nick for playing the Prelude and Postlude.
 Adam, Brandon, Kaitlyn, Nick, Quinn, Rebecca, Sydney & Tarike
the Confirmands and their friends for the inspiring service on June 24. You can listen to the entire service under
Sermons/Podcasts on the church website: http://www.salemumczionsville.org/

FELLOWSHIP
The Croses
Ben Pauley
Tim, Susan & Rebecca Ottinger
Ice Cream Social leftovers! YUM!
Volunteers Needed

GREETERS
Volunteer Needed
Marie Urick
Rebecca & Kaitlin
Starr Starkey
Pat Arnold

JULY
st

July 1
July 8th
July 15th
July 22nd
July 29th

NURSERY

ACOLYTES

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Volunteers Needed
Volunteers Needed
Volunteers Needed
Volunteers Needed
Volunteers Needed

Salem United Methodist Church
6701 South 775 East (South on Kissel Road/800E)
Zionsville, IN 46077
317-873-4015
www.FriendlyCountryChurch.org
Large enough to serve.

Small enough to care.

July 2018

BEST WAY TO BUILD ATTENDANCE IS …
“WORD OF MOUTH”
Invite your family, friends and neighbors to attend this
year’s annual Ice Cream Social!!

Send an invitation to
everyone in your contacts list
and your family and friends
on FACEBOOK!!

Check with co-chairs
Donna and Andy Ricketts
on how you can help
with the dinner.

